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2000 Overview ......... ccc cece cree cece eee eo A 
Tide goal greater than repeating as SEC champion 


Unlike the surprise achievement of a year ago, Alabama is generally expected to win this year’s Southeastern 
Conference football championship. And while many believe Bama is a year away from National Championship 
contention, there’s no time like the present. 


The Offense... ic cvcscvescvcdccervesceves. IO 
This should be yet another step forward in plan to “Open it Up” 


Alabama doesn't have its two most distinguished offensive players returning with tackle Chris Samuels and tailback 
Shaun Alexander off to professional football, but the Tide returns two quarterbacks, the SEC Championship Game 
MVP. and four offensive linemen and should be better than ever. 


The Defense ..............cccccceeccece ee IB 


The ingredients are there for this to rank among legendary groups 


Although some very good players are gone from last year, the returning players give Alabama the nucleus for an 
exceptional defensive unit, led by the likes of All-America candidates Kenny Smith, Kindal Moorehead, and Saleem 
Rasheed. 


The Special Teams ..............220eee00++ 00 


Some questions must be answered in fall work 


The “special teams” involve much more than just the men who kick the football, but that is where the primary ques- 
tions are in 2000. Alabama has good speed for coverage and return teams and the snapperis back. But Bama must 
come up with a punter and field goal kicker. 


Is he Alabama’s most underrated coach? 


Alabama head Football Coach Mike DuBose is coming off a roller-coaster year, one in which his personal and pro- 
fessional life was in turmoil and one in which he responded with a “Coach of the Year" performance. He has shown 
improvement every season and could be on the road to greatness. 


The Assistants ............ccccccescvceess Oe 


Alabama’s coaching staff returns intact, a bonus for the Tide 


Here's a look at the men on the recruiting trail and on the practice field who make good things happen for Alabama 
football and what they think about this year’s Crimson Tide. 


Coach Paul W. “Bear” Bryant................. 4 


Although others may eventually surpass his records, no one would suggest there has ever been a better college 
football coach than Alabama’s Paul W. “Bear” Bryant. 


Bryant-Denny Stadium. ................+5+..43 


Alabama's football home has been very good to Crimson Tide football teams. Bryant-Denny Stadium is one of the 
nation’s most beautiful and functional. 


Alabama’s National Championships............44 


Although football national championships have always been subjective, there is no question that Alabama ranks 
among the greatest teams in college football history. 


Thee PINGOIGs 6:6.o/c.a cen es bates sagawaas saee ne 


Here are brief sketches of returning players and the newcomers who will wear the Crimson and White each Saturday 
in the fall. 


The Opponents ...........c ccc eeeeecccce es OF 


A look at the teams on Alabama's 2000 schedule. 


Pe a, oe meer. {| 
Alabama has some outstanding prep players 


As is the case every year, Alabama's high school football coaches will produce some of the nation’s finest college 
prospects. Here’s an in-depth look at likely prospects in the state, plus around the region and the nation. 
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by Kirk McNair 


labama is one of those schools where 
Aw is a great college football past 

that helps fuel great expectations. 
Because Bama has been at the top of the col- 
lege football heap so many times, it is not 
incongruous for the annual goal to be the 
national championship, That's not to say that 
every Crimson Tide team is capable of being 
number one. But even in years when it is 
unrealistic to think in terms of the national 
title, it is natural for those at schools like 
Alabama (a group far smaller than most 
believe) to aim for the top. 

A number of elements are necessary to win 
the national championship. First and fore- 
most the team must have the players. Those 
players must be well-coached, and the team 
must be able 


the Tide. Bama also suffered its historic fifth 
straight loss to Tennessee. But as a reward for 
an otherwise good season, Alabama was in 
Miami, playing in the Orange Bowl. In 
another age, the Alabama-Michigan Orange 
Bowl match-up would have been huge. In the 
Bowl Championship Series era, in which all 
but one bowl game is relegated to minor, the 
Miami contest between two of the nation’s 
historically most successful teams was impor- 
tant only to the participants, 

National championships dominate Alabama 
expectations. That's not to say that a confer- 
ence championship, such as last year’s 21st 
such SEC title, is not appreciated. Indeed, the 
1999 crown, somewhat unexpected as it was 
and won so convincingly with a second victo- 


2000 Alabama Football Schedule 


is within striking distance of number one. 

One thing Alabama doesn’t have to worry 
about is a lack of confidence from Head 
Coach Mike DuBose. Early in the summer he 
said, “I don’t know about a specific ranking, 
but | like our football team. I think this is a 
talented team and a team that understands 
the importance of oneness.” 

A look at the ingredients Alabama brings to 
this year’s competition: 

Former Alabama Coach Paul “Bear” Bryant 
said that if he had to choose between having 
good players or good coaches, he'd take good 
players. (Easy for him to say, it could be sug- 
gested, since by having himself he had the 
coaching part covered.) Alabama does appear 
to have the players this year. Losses from last 
year’s 10-3 
team were nol 
unimportant. 
After all, they 


to adjust to 

personnel 

losses, usual- 

of injuries. Sept.2. UCLA 

The schedule Sept.9 Vanderbilt 

must be Sept.16 Southern Mississippi 
aineex Sept.23 Arkansas 

enough to be | gent. 30 South Carolina 
RAIS but | Oct. 14 Mississippi 

if it is too dif- 

Goult the Oct.21 Tennessee ; 
shanve SB Oct.28 Central Florida 
slip-up is (Homecoming) 
increased. Nov.4 LSU 

And some Noy. 11 Mississippi State 


aspects out of 
the control of 


Nov.18 Auburn 


*TIME (TV) 
2:30 (ABC) 
11:30 (J-P) 
8:00 (ESPN2) 
8:00 (ESPN2) 
TBA 

6:00 (ESPN) 
2:30 (CBS) 


2:00 

2:30 (CBS) 
TBA 

2:30 (CBS) 


SITE 
Pasadena 
Birmingham 
Birmingham 
Fayetteville 
Tuscaloosa 
Tuscaloosa 
Knoxville 


Tuscaloosa 
Baton Rouge 
Starkville 
Tuscaloosa 


SERIES RECORD 
Alabama leads, 1-0-0 
Alabama leads, 55-19-4 
Alabama leads, 29-5-2 
Alabama leads, 7-3-0 
Alabama leads, 9-0-0 
Alabama leads, 38-7-2 
Alabama leads, 42-33-7 


First Meeting 

Alabama leads, 42-16-5 
Alabama leads, 67-14-3 
Alabama leads, 37-26-1 


included the 
statistical 
rushing leader 
in all-time 
Alabama histo- 
ry in Shaun 
Alexander and 
the first 
Crimson Tide 
player to win 
the Outland 
Trophy signi- 
fying the 
nation’s best 
lineman in 


the team and 
coaches, 
notably the 
performances 
of other college teams, will affect the polls. 
There may have been some Alabama teams 
which won national championships and 
weren't the best team in the country that year. 
But it is also likely that some Crimson Tide 
elevens were best in the nation, but didn't 
win the poll battle. 

The key is to be in contention at the end. 
For a Southeastern Conference team, that 
means as a minimum winning its division 
championship, then winning the SEC 
Championship Game to get into the Bowl 
Championship Series. That was not enough 
for Alabama last year. A couple of slip-ups, 
particularly the last-second loss to Louisiana 
Tech, doomed any national title chances for 


Dec.2 TBA 


SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
Florida leads, 3-2 


7:00 (ABC) Atlanta 


*Central time. Times and television subject to change. 


ry in one season over Steve Spurrier's Florida, 
was quite satisfying. 

A return to Miami this year would be much 
different than last year. This year's national 
title will be decided in the Orange Bowl. 

Can Bama be there? Most believe that the 
Tide will have its best chance for a national 
championship in 2001. However, there's not 
much to be gained by procrastination, After 
all, Alabama also has a history of winning 
back-to-back national championships (1964- 
65 and 1978-79), Win it in 2000, then worry 
about 2001. 

And it’s not as if the Crimson Tide is being 
overlooked this year. Most of the national 
polls are putting Bama in the top five, which 


4 — 2000 ‘BAMA, INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE FOOTBALL YEARBOOK 


Chris Samuels. 
But even with 
the loss of 
Samuels, 
Bama’s offensive line has a chance to be better 
than it was last year, That's because four other 
starters return, There are also three all-star 
types returning on the defensive line. The 
skill position players may get the headlines, 
but the key to championship teams is more 
often in having the beef up front. 

But Bama has the skill position players, 
too. And at the position considered most 
important, quarterback, the Tide returns two 
men who have demonstrated the ability to 
win. 

Overall, Alabama has excellent football 
players. The Tide is beginning to stockpile 
talent, and a good thing, too, since it appears 
that Bama will begin to lose top performers to 


Bi QOH. 


CONTROVERSY. 


the National Football League in early exits, 
probably beginning after this season. 

Alabama Assistant Coach Jeff Rouzie, who 
has been around some title teams, noted: 
“The talent level on this team is definitely 
getting close to where we were in previous 
championship years. The last three years 
Coach DuBose has just emphasized recruiting 
so much more, which is the key. Because 
you're only going to be as good as the players 
you have. You can be the greatest coach in the 
world, but if you've got a guy that can’t run or 
can't tackle, you won't win a lot of ball games. 
We've emphasized recruiting and now we've 
got good players in here.” 

The opinions of Bryant and Rouzie 
notwithstanding, coaching is very important 
to college football success. There is no doubt 
that Alabama has an excellent coaching staff, 
headed up by last year’s SEC Coach of the 


Year in Mike DuBose. And he's been able to 
keep his staff together. Perhaps more impor- 
tant than that, after a few experiments, 
DuBose has settled on an efficient use of 
those coaches. 

Although it might seem a bit disjointed to 
have one man as offensive coordinator 
Sunday through Friday, then another man call 
the plays on Saturday, that has proved far 
more effective than the previous system 
whereby Neil Callaway (the offensive coordi- 
nator) was calling plays. Now Quarterbacks 
Coach Charlie Stubbs handles that game-day 
chore. 

While the staff is best known for its recruit- 
ing prowess, progress is also being made on 
the practice field, which translates to progress 
on the playing field. 

Part of that progress is almost certainly due 
to the continuity of the staff, and, as a result, 

a continuation of schemes and 

nomenclature. That won't last forev- 

er. Although much is made of 
Alabama's coaching staff being in the 
lower half of average pay for assis- 
tant coaches in the SEC, eventually 
some of these aides will go on to big- 
ger and better things regardless of 
salary. Indeed, there is almost some- 
thing wrong if assistant coaches 
don't move on to jobs with more 
responsibility. 
Another advantage for this Tide 
team is that Alabama should go into 
2000 with great confidence. Rouzie 
said, “I think they gained confidence 
from winning the SEC. I think it'll be 
easier this year for our players to win 
because they've been there. Now 
they expect to win. We expect to 
win. Once you develop that and have 
that kind of experience on your 
team, the young guys coming in 
learn it from the players. And that’s 
the best way to learn, learn from the 
guys that are already on the team. So 
1 definitely think we're farther along 
down the road than we were last 
year.” 
On the same note, when Alabama is 
confident, Bama opponents are fre- 
quently lacking in confidence. For 
many years there was a feeling that 
Alabama won many of its games just 
by showing up, that opponents felt 
they were beaten just because they 
were playing the Crimson Tide. That 
feeling was lacking in recent seasons, 
but last year’s championship run, 
along with high expectations for this 
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year’s team, has Bama back with that advan- 
tage. 

Although true preparation for 2000 will 
begin when the team begins fall practice in 
early August, the off-season program follow- 
ing last season, 2000 recruiting, and spring 
practice were all successful. This summer the 
Tide has had most of its players in Tuscaloosa, 
which is traditionally the best place for an 
Alabama football player to work out prior to 
August drills. 

There are some concerns. Alabama has 
some difficult road football games in 2000, 
starting with the trip to Pasadena for the sea- 
son-opener against UCLA. It will be difficult 
for Alabama to know a great deal about the 
Bruins (although the same is true for UCLAs 
preparation), but despite rather poor perform- 
ance in 1999 and only reasonable expecta- 
tions for this year, UCLA will have good ath- 
letes. 

Bama will also have to go to Arkansas, 
Tennessee, LSU (where, admittedly, the road 
has been kind to Bama over the decades), and 
to Mississippi State, four of the tougher con- 
ference games on the Bama slate. On the 
other hand, even though Alabama defeated 
Florida in Gainesville last season, a home 
game against South Carolina replacing that 
contest on the schedule should be a less for- 
midable prospect. Alabama broke the jinx of 
beating Auburn in Auburn last year. This year 
Bama will try to beat the Tigers in Tuscaloosa 
for the first time. 

DuBose also pointed out that Bama must 
continue to hope for good news on the aca- 
demic front. “There are still some concerns 
with some signees and with some current 
players,” DuBose said early this summer. “We 
probably won't know the answers to all those 
questions until August. But | like what I’ve 
seen from the ones that I know will be there.” 

DuBose is also concerned about replacing 
the leadership of last year’s seniors, particularly 
Samuels, Alexander, and defensive tackle 
Cornelius Griffin. And he said he'd like to see 
it from senior linemen. He said that younger 
players, citing Kenny King, Jarret Johnson, 
Freddie Milons, Andrew Zow and Tyler Watts 
were providing that leadership, but said, 
“When you're getting it from those big guys up 
front, you've got something special.” 

DuBose is also watching the medical charts. 
The Crimson Tide has had an unusual spring 
and post-spring on the injury front. After a 
handful of players missed spring practice, a 
couple more suffered injuries during the 
spring. And then, following spring practice, 
Bama learned that it had lost tailback Santonio 
Beard for at least a part of the 2000 season 
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with post-spring knee surgery. The news was 
even worse for back-up fullback Jeremy 
Walker, who has been forced to give up foot- 
ball because of a spine problem. 

Alabama's coaches need to continue to 
make progress this year, too. Last year 
Callaway probably did as good a job as an 
assistant coach has ever done at Alabama, 
turning an average offensive line into an 
excellent up-front group. This year he can aid 
the cause considerably if he can develop a 
second offensive line. And it will be up to 
DuBose to play back-up performers, at offen- 
sive line spots and elsewhere, developing 
depth for this year and subsequent seasons. 
Obviously that cause will be helped by back- 
up players performing at a high level on the 
practice field to earn that playing opportunity. 
And it would be easier if this year’s starters 
would do what appears possible, which is to 
build up leads substantial enough to allow 
more liberal substitution. 

And it will be interesting to see if this is the 
year that Alabama's coaches fulfill their prom- 
ise of spreading the field. Last year the Tide 
did a pretty good job of spreading it wide 
(notably the set with three wide receivers 
bunched closely together), but thus far there 
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by J. E. Lishy 


hen Mike DuBose was first hired 
as head football coach at Alabama, 
he made it clear that one of his 


main goals was to open up the offense of the 
team long known as a dominant running 
team. DuBose believed that the college game 
had changed, and for Alabama to return to 
national prominence it had to diversify. 

His conviction was based on two separate, 
but not entirely unrelated factors. First, col- 
lege defenses had evolved to the point where 
a determined defensive coordinator could 
combat running teams by putting eight men 
(and more) “in the box” (that area within five 
yards of the snap), Second, DuBose under- 
stood that athletes, not coaches, win most 
football games. Simple schemes featuring 
superior athletes will trump even the best 
coaches forced to work 
with average players. 
And today’s prep ath- 
letes were less than 
impressed with a one- 
dimensional, grind-it- 
out offense. 

So DuBose made 
clear his intention to 
spread the field, He 


Split End 


Left Tackle 


Left Guard 


. THE OFFENSE 


some staff adjustments, Alabama appears on 
the verge of accomplishing DuBose’s goal. 
Last season's Bama offense sputtered on occa- 
sion, but overall it made progress. 

Balance? Last season the Tide offense deliv- 
ered an almost equal number of passing and 
rushing yards per game (198-178). 

Athletes? Some experts believe that the two 
best offensive players in the SEC last season, 
Chris Samuels and Shaun Alexander, both 
wore the Crimson jersey. And some expert 
observers have dubbed Freddie Milons the best 
returning offensive player in the conference. 

But the most telling number [rom the "99 
season may have been Time of Possession. 
Some statistics lie, and others are anomalies. 
Its true that occasionally a team can win with 
relatively few minutes of possession time. But 


Offensive Depth Chart 


eB. 


Jason McAddley, Leonard Fulgham, Brandon Greer, eanis Bonga, Rob Egan 


Dante Ellington, Maurice Mitchell, Wesley Britt 


per game. 

Certainly there are serious questions to be 
answered before anyone can predict an offen- 
sive juggernaut in Tuscaloosa. Who will 
replace Chris Samuels on the offensive line? 
Who will start at tailback? Can the leadership 
those two provided for the offense be 
replaced? When will the Tide quarterbacks 
finally throw the ball down the field? 

Ultimately, the answers will be found only 
on game days next all. No one can replace an 
Outland Trophy winner, but several talented 
offensive linemen await their chance to start. 
Assuming everyone heals, there should be 
plenty of ability at tailback. And several 
returning senior starters stand ready to pro- 
vide leadership. 

Can Alabama be better on offense? 

Almost certainly. After all, nine 
starters return. And a case can be 
made that Bama really returns more in 
the two-tight-end set or the three wide 
= | receiver set or even considering two 
returning quarterbacks were starters 
and winners. The returning starters 
include four of five offensive linemen 
from a unit judged the best in the SEC 
last season. For the second year ina 


brought in a new 
coaching staff tasked 
with the responsibility 
of reworking the 
Alabama playbook. 
And he and his coach- 
es recruited some of 
the best receivers and 
quarterbacks in the 
South. The aim was to 
reach the ultimate goal 
of coaches: a truly bal- 
anced attack, an 
offense that can pass 
or run with equal 
effectiveness, based on 
what the defense 
chooses to give. (And 
DuBose has pointed 
out numerous times 
that every defense 
must allow the offense 
something, that the 


Tight End 


Griff Redmill, Marico Portis, Matt Lomax, Pat Boylan, Danny Martz 


Center 
Paul Hogan, Alonzo Ephraim, Pat Hollingsworth, Reggie Cordy, Evan Mathis 


Right Guard 
Will Cuthbert, Justin Smiley, Casey Gilbert, Randall Shoultz 


Right Tackle 


Lannis Baxley, Dennis Alexander, Bart Raulston, Garry McNealy 


———— 


Terry Jones ‘Jr. Shawn | Draper, Theo Sanders, David Cavan, Ke Reena Curry 


Quarterback = 


Andrew Zow, Tyler Watts, Jonathan Richey, Luke Tucker, Mark Miller 
Fullback 


Dustin McClintock, ret Brown, Marcus Marshall 


Tailback — te See 
Shaun Bohanon, Ahmaad Galloway, Santonio Beard, Brandon Miree, Clifton ‘Carter 


Flanker — 
Freddie Milons, Michael James, Triandos Luke, Stephen Moore, Derrian Walker 


Slotback = 
Antonio Carter, Sam Collins, Arvin Richard, Roberts McBride, Derrick Woods 


ne 


row, the entire coaching staff returns, 
providing invaluable continuity. 
Possibly the best returning offensive 
player in the conference is back 
(Freddie Milons), along with a pla- 
toon of fast running mates at wide 
receiver. 

The truth is that the departure of 
ex-Heisman candidate Shaun 
Alexander to the National Football 
League promises an offense more 
diversified than ever. Last season there 
was little doubt who the ‘go to man’ 
was for Alabama. But this season? The 
candidates abound. Freddie Milons, 
Jason McAddley, Antonio Carter, Terry 
Jones, Ahmaad Galloway, Brandon 
Miree, Andrew Zow, Tyler Watts. 
Perhaps even an incoming freshman 
like Dre Fulgham. It’s easy to imagine 
any one of those players being named 
an ‘SEC Offensive Player of the Week’ 
in 2000. 


problem is the offense must recognize it, then 
capitalize on it.) 

After a fitful start in his first years (it's hard 
to run a pass-happy offense with athletes 
recruited for a dedicated running attack) and 


more often than not, the team that holds the 
ball significantly longer than its opponents 
will come out on top. During its SEC champi- 
onship run, Alabama led the conference in 
this statistic, controlling the clock for 37:25 
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Can a team lose the best offensive lineman 
in the nation and possibly the best running 
back as well in the same year and be even 
better? 

Believe it. 


be analyzed several ways. But the simplest 
explanation likely holds true. Watts is a 
young quarterback, who only now is begin- 
ning to realize his potential. And his improve- 
ment during last season was a simple matter 
of maturation. 

Since both quarterbacks appear to be very 
close, the one who continues to improve will 
likely wind up as starter. Indeed, those pun- 
dits who predict sophomore Watts as the 
eventual quarterback do so based mainly on 
their assessment that he has more ‘upside’ 
than junior Zow-that Andrew has reached a 
plateau, while Tyler will continue to get bet- 
ter. Maybe so, but there wasn’t much evidence 
of that during spring practice. 

The battle between these two gifted quar- 
terbacks has been going back and forth since 
after the Auburn contest. Just when it appears 
that one has a clear lead, the other will make 
up ground. Each athlete brings his own 
unique set of talents to the position. And each 
player is probably too good to lose the start- 
ing job in practice. In other words, don’t be 
surprised if the final decision plays itself out 
on game days next fall. 

If there is a weakness at quarterback, it is 


Although just a junior, Andrew Zow will return for his third year as a starter at quarterback for the one of depth. Thinking they were loaded at 
Crimson Tide in 2000. Zow has a rifle arm and has worked hard to improve all facets of his game in the position and expecting to ink an out- 
order to lead the Alabama offense. standing quarterback in 2000, the Tide coach- 
es didn’t recruit a scholarship quarterback as 
QUARTERBACK the chance to Start, he performed well. And part of their last class. But an off-season sec- 
Probably the question most asked by casual __ when called upon to rally the Tide offense in ond knee injury forced Josh Parker to give up 
fans about the Tide offense concerns who will _ the second half versus Auburn, Tyler led his football, and Luke Tucker's future with the 
wind up starting for Alabama in 2000. But its —_ team to victory. team is uncertain. That leaves over-achieving 
also probably the question whose answer is The disparity in performance between Jonathan Richey as number three, with not 
least important. There is a reason why Bama early-season games and those at the end can much behind him. In these days of limited 
coaches have yet to choose between Andrew 
Zow and Tyler Watts. They’re both worthy of Tyler Watts has earned the opportunity for plenty of playing time and near 
the job. co-number one status at quarterback based on his play in 1999. While he may not be a starter, he has 
Andrew Zow is the young man whose proved that he is capable of winning in the SEC. 


insertion into the Florida game in 1998 
brought daring and a sense of excitement that 
the Tide offense had been lacking. He’s a clas- 
sic drop-back passer, standing tall in the 
pocket, sometimes until the last second before 
releasing the ball. Plus, Zow is very strong, 
giving him the ability to step out of attempted 
arm-tackles by on-rushing linemen. Add to 
that ‘Drew’s cannon of an arm, allowing him 
to deliver a 30-yard strike in an instant, and 
you've got the makings of a talented signal- 
caller. But beyond his physical gifts, Zow is a 
genuine leader, respected by his teammates. 
On the other hand, Tyler Watts sometimes 
seems to prefer tucking the ball in and head- 
ing upfield for yardage. He actually seems to 
relish contact, often lowering a shoulder and 
powering for the extra yards. DuBose made 
clear his intention to play Watts early last sea- 
son. But an often-sputtering offense prevented 
much of that. And though Tyler did get some 
chances in early games, he created little 
excitement and was sometimes ineffective. 
However, when an injury to Zow gave Watts 
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scholarships, a team is often one injury away 
from problems, and so it could be for 
Alabama this season. 


TAILBACK 

Back in January, the concern for most Bama 
fans at tailback was how to find adequate 
minutes for so many runners. At the time, 
Shaun Bohanon led a talented foursome of 
athletes (also including Ahmaad Galloway, 
Santonio Beard and Brandon Miree), any one 
of whom seemed capable of starting. If all 
four backs are healthy and available in the 
fall, the group will be formidable. But aca- 
demic concerns for Bohanon and injuries to 
Beard and Miree have winnowed that number 
down to only one definite: Ahmaad Galloway. 

Galloway had a breakout spring, laying 
claim to the starting role at tailback. A good- 
sized (6-1, 225) back with above-average 
speed, Galloway worked like a demon in the 
off-season to get himself in shape, then 
impressed coaches and fans alike in the 
spring, at times appearing almost unstop- 
pable. He is gifted physically, but Ahmaad’s 
best asset appears to be the ability to follow 
his blockers. In the two final scrimmages of 
spring, on several occasions he patiently wait- 
ed for the blocking to develop before turning 
upfield for long gains. 

Of equal importance, Galloway seems to 
have solved the problem he had with fum- 
bling. Tide Running Backs Coach Ivy 
Williams told Galloway back in the winter 
that holding on to the ball was the one area 
he needed to improve the most. Ahmaad 
responded in classic sports lore fashion by 
carrying a football with him all the time, even 
while watching television in his apartment. 
“To get a feel for the ball,” he explained. 

Based on his work in the spring, Santonio 
Beard may well have been the second-best 
back on the Tide squad. He brings a combina- 
tion of size (6-1, 205) and speed that is very 
difficult for a defense to handle. Beard proved 
especially effective during spring drills as a 
receiver out of the backfield. The thought of 
isolating his speed on an opposing linebacker 
had the coaching staff talking about inserting 
plays specifically designed to take advantage 
of Beard’s abilities. He was also the best pass 
receiver among the running backs this spring. 

However, the discovery of an old ACL 
injury, resulting in surgery, will likely post- 
pone those plans. Beard is expected back next 
season, but probably not until October. But 
assuming a normal recovery, look for 
Santonio to be utilized as a third-down back, 
especially later in the season as he gains con- 
fidence in his surgically repaired knee. 

Easily the most talked about runner head- 
ing into spring was Brandon Miree. From the 
second he arrived on campus (and was 
described by Shaun Alexander as “a bigger 
and stronger me”), Tide fans have eagerly 
anticipated seeing him on the field. As should 


have been expected, Miree had to work at 
adjusting to the speed and power of the col- 
lege game, but the coaches were definitely not 
disappointed in what they saw during the first 
part of spring. The only significant weakness 
in the redshirt freshman appeared to be pass 
receiving, and there is no reason to think that 
problem will not be solved with more prac- 
lice. 

But unfortunately for Miree, a broken leg 
ended his spring prematurely. It was a clean 
break with no complications, so he should be 
at full strength well before the start of fall 
practice. Whether Miree starts or not, a 6-2, 


228-pound back, with blazing straight-ahead 
speed and punishing power will likely be 
invaluable in Alabama’s offense. 

Were football the only issue, the 6-2, 210 
pound Shaun Bohanon would undoubtedly be 
listed as a solid starter. But concerns over his 
degree progress motivated DuBose to hold 
Bohanon out of all spring work, and academic 
questions remain. The latest reports have 
Bohanon on track to maintain his eligibility. 

If ‘Bo’ is able to pass the requisite courses 
this summer, he will likely be a valuable pres- 
ence in the Tide backfield. Easily the most 
experienced of all the current Bama backs; 


Ahmaad Galloway is a coach’s dream, a man who gives 100 per cent on every play in practice and games. 
He was the top tailback in the spring and will challenge for the starting job to replace All-America Shaun 


Alexander this fall. 


\\ 
( 
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Although Shaun Bohanon did not participate in spring practice, he was the 
back-up to Shaun Alexander last year and will open up the 2000 season as 
Alabama’s number one tailback. 


Bohanon brings the total package to the position. After three full sea- 
sons on the practice field, Shaun is equally effective as a blocker, 
receiver and runner. And this is one tailback who relishes the tough 
runs between the tackles. 


FULLBACK 

There is only one football allowed on the field at a time, so on an 
offense designed to feature the tailback and receivers, the Tide fullback 
is often overlooked. But don’t for an instant think that means he isn’t 
important. Utilized occasionally as a runner, a little more often as a 
receiver but usually as a punishing blocker, the fullback is invaluable 
to the Bama offense. 

And in 6-3, 265-pound senior-to-be Dustin McClintock, Alabama 
probably has the best blocking back in the SEC, possibly the best in 
the country. ‘Big Red’ is devastating as a blocker, often flattening his 
man and almost always moving the defender out of the way. And his 
soft hands and concentration make him effective on swing passes out 
of the backfield. 

If McClintock has a weakness, it’s his tendency to carry too much 
weight, which can limit his effectiveness as a runner. But if the big 
Texan can concentrate on his conditioning, there's no reason to think 
that he can’t continue playing on Sundays after his career at Alabama 
ends. That chance and the motivation of making his last season his 
best mean Dustin is likely poised for a big year. 

The backup fullback will probably be Marvin Brown. Standing 6-0 
and weighing 252 pounds, Brown is a load for defenders to handle, 
delivering his own punishing blocks. He's more nimble than Dustin, 
making him a better runner, but Brown needs to improve his receiving 


skills. Academic and some personal issues kept him off the squad dur- 
ing spring ball, but Brown has reportedly taken care of all those prob- 
lems and should be back in the fall. With McClintock graduating, the 
chance for Brown to solidify himself as next season's starter is clear. 

The third fullback of note for Alabama was expected to be promis- 
ing sophomore Jeremy Walker. In Brown's absence, Walker had an 
excellent spring. However, Walker received news following spring 
practice that a congenitive spine/neck problem means his football 
playing days are over. Listed as a linebacker last year as a true fresh- 
man, he made his mark as a member of special teams in 1999. He will 
continue on scholarship as a student coach. Although a third fullback 
has not been critical in recent years, the Tide will attempt to find that 
man by using someone from another position, a walk-on or, perhaps, 
an incoming freshman. Of those freshmen, Harold James has been 
speculated as an offensive back, but he reportedly is ticketed for 
defense. 


TIGHT END 

One of the signature formations utilized by Alabama during its 
championship season was the two-tight-end set. Offensive Coordinator 
Neil Callaway especially is fond of the formation, believing it allows 
Alabama to dictate matchups to opposing defenses. Tide fans have fond 
memories from last year of Shawn Draper driving a smaller defender 
into the secondary. 


Terry Jones is an upcoming junior, but has already been a two-year starter 
for the Crimson Tide at tight end. His position is expected to have 
increased importance in Bama’s offensive plans this season. 
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In the ‘chess match’ that goes on between 
opposing coaching staffs, its important not to 
give away the intention by the formation. 
Most football fans think ‘run, when two tight 
ends are in the lineup. But according to coach- 
es and players, Alabama will do far more in 
2000. On various plays expect either tight end 
to break into the secondary on pass routes. 
And sometimes watch for both. 

In Terry Jones, Jr. (6-3, 262 pounds and the 
son of Strength and Conditioning Coach Terry 
Jones), Alabama has the prototypical tight 
end. Big, strong, quick enough to get off the 
line of scrimmage, and fast enough to run 
with outside linebackers, Jones strikes fear 
into opposing defensive backs forced to tackle 
him as he rumbles downfield after catching a 
pass. ‘TJ’ was mainly used on screen passes 
last year, but also expect the Tide to send him 
deep this season. 

Jones’ only weakness to this point has been 
concentration. He has the ability to catch the 
ball, often displaying the soft hands of a 
power forward under the basket (which he 
used to be) in making difficult grabs. But 
Jones has also been prone to the occasional 
drop, possibly due to limited experience at 
the position (last year was only his second 
season at tight end). However, his work dur- 
ing spring seemed to indicate Jones has 
solved that problem. If so, then a breakout 
year could be ahead with an NFL future not 
far behind. 

All Tide offensive coaches point to Shawn 
Draper's move [rom defense to blocking tight 
end early last season as a key to the team’s 
turnaround. Often described by his head coach 
as “the best offensive lineman on the team,” 
Draper hasn't met the defender he couldn't 
block. And his pancakes/burials of opposing 
players are becoming the stuff of legend. 

A shoulder injury last season limited his 
effectiveness as a receiver, but minor surgery 
has solved that problem. Draper is determined 
to lose 10-15 pounds over the summer, and if 
he’s able to do that without losing any 
strength, he should be a force—both blocking 
and as a receiver. Shawn doesn't have TJ's 
speed, but for a tight end he’s fast enough. 
And any contribution he makes to the passing 
game will be a plus. 

As with quarterback and fullback, if there's 
a weakness here, it’s one of depth. Theo 
Sanders (6-3, 248) appears to be improved 
and should be a good backup. But two-tight- 
end sets demand extra bodies, and there sim- 
ply aren’t any other capable tight ends cur- 
rently on the squad. One possible name to 
watch is David Cavan, a prospective walk-on 
who turned down a scholarship with his 
Uncle Mike Cavan’s SMU team to play for 
Alabama. He'll likely struggle with blocking 
as a true freshman, but Cavan, son of former 
Tider Pete, is said to have excellent potential 
as a receiver. 
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WIDE RECEIVER 

The current Tide offense requires 
bodies—fast bodies, and plenty of them-to 
function at peak efficiency. At any given time 
Alabama could have three, four even five 
wideouts on the field at once. Indeed, the 
“normal” lineup now features three wide 
receivers, usually dropping either the tight end 
or the fullback to make room for the addition- 
al wideout. Seeking to spread the field both 
horizontally and vertically to put maximum 
pressure on opposing defensive backs, 
Alabama substitutes liberally at wide receiver 
during games. The idea is to wear down the 
defense with a receiver rotation, composed of 
almost equally talented players. 

And for the first time during DuBose’s 
tenure as head coach, the Tide may have the 
athletes to handle the task. You don’t have to 
talk to Wide Receivers Coach Dabo Swinney 
long before you'll hear how important it is to 
“substitute speed for speed.” The unit fin- 
ished the 99 season 
strong, and is getting 
stronger. Shamari 
Buchanan and Tim 
Bowens were both good 
players, but new faces on 
campus are probably 
equally as good and more 
talent is scheduled to 
report in the fall. 

Freddie Milons is the 
clear leader of the unit. 
Coming off a breakout 
sophomore season, 
Milons was named to the 
Playboy All-America 
squad, as well as pre-sea- 
son All-SEC. At 5-11, 188 
pounds, Milons doesn't 
have classic receiver 
frame, but he makes up 
for it with startling quick- 
ness and a knack for the 
big play. Scouts report 
that his explosiveness out 
of cuts is his best asset, 
allowing him to blow by 
would-be tacklers in the 
open field. 

Possibly the most 
remarkable aspect of 
Milons’ success is that he 
is still learning to play the 
position. He spent his 
entire prep career at quar- 
terback and only moved 
to wideout in college. 
That background explains 
his ability to pressure 
defenses when he enters 
the game for his occasion- 
al turn as option and/or 
shotgun quarterback. But 


despite the fact that this will be only the third 
season for Milons at receiver, its possible that 
with another good year the junior-to-be will 
declare early for the NFL draft. Should he 
return for his senior season, he would likely 
benefit from Alabama's second full-fledged 
Heisman campaign in three years. 

Starting alongside Milons will be another 
receiver with NFL potential. At 6-2, 194 
pounds, Jason McAddley has the size that pro 
scouts like and track-team speed completes 
the package. McAddley showed flashes of 
brilliance last year, and was probably the best 
wideout during spring drills. He definitely 
played like an athlete ready to star in his own 
right. 

The third starter for Alabama should be 
Antonio “A. C.” Carter. He struggled early last 
season with ankle sprains and the adjustment 
to college ball. But by mid-season Carter had 
developed a reputation as a “money receiver,” 
with a knack for scoring touchdowns. He 


Anthony “A.C.” Carter has blazing speed and is expected to have a break- 
out season as a member of the Tide’s wide receiver corps. Bama will ordi- 
narily feature at least three wide receivers in its offensive set. 


probably has the best hands on the team, and 
AC is still improving. 

Two others, Sam Collins and Michael 
James, proved during spring work that they 
will almost certainly be prime members of the 
wide receiver rotation. Collins may be the 
most underrated player on the squad. With 
good size (6-1, 184) and good speed, Collins 
is a threat to catch the ball deep, while also 
being the best blocker on the unit. Last year 
as a redshirt freshman he often broke open 
long, but rarely had the ball thrown to him. If 
he can gain the confidence of his quarter- 
backs, Collins should be a key component of 
the passing game. 

After initially starring for West Alabama, 
Michael James made the decision to walk-on 
at Alabama and was easily the biggest surprise 
story of spring practice. At 5-11, 170 pounds 
with outstanding speed, James is a 
Milons/Carter-type receiver who proved deci- 
sively during spring that he’s capable of han- 
dling the underneath screens along with 
longer routes. His addition could prove key in 
wearing down defenses next season, allowing 
Swinney to substitute speed for speed. 

Several other receivers currently on campus 
could see action next year. Brandon Greer will 
be a redshirt freshman. He's got good size (6- 
1, 190) and speed, but he needs to improve 
his concentration. Arvin Richard (5-7, 185) is 
the only returning senior with any significant 
playing time. Arvin is as courageous as any 
player on the team, but injuries and physical 
limitations have kept him from earning more 
playing time. Roberto McBride, recently 
moved to receiver from defensive back, was 
switched over to offense in an effort to get his 
speed on the field. Though fairly small (5-9, 
178) and unfamiliar with the position, 
McBride's quickness and athleticism give him 
a chance to make an impact. 

Other receivers currently on the squad who 
may get a chance are Dennis Bonga (6-3, 
191), Rob Egan (6-4, 209) and Stephen 
Moore (6-0, 170). 

Wide receiver is one of the positions where 
a couple of incoming freshman might make a 
significant impact. In fact, four talented ath- 
letes are scheduled to report. The group 
includes Dre Fulgham, Derrick Woods, 
Triandos Luke and Derrian Walker. 

Things can change dramatically once play- 
ers report in July, but the signee thought most 
likely to challenge for early playing time is 
Dre Fulgham. At 6-3, 200 pounds, Fulgham 
was generally considered the top receiver in 
Alabama-and one of the top athletes in the 
state-when he first signed in 1999. Also a 
basketball player with great leaping ability, it’s 
hoped that Dre can develop into that big, fast 
receiver—capable of going over the middle on 
one play and long the next-that the Tide has 
lacked recently. 

Derrick Woods (5-10, 172) might be a 


sleeper who winds up making a big impact in 
2000. Originally signed in 99 with Fulgham, 
Woods also spent last year becoming eligible, 
so both will be a year older than the other 
true freshmen. Observers who watched 
Woods’ high school career describe him as the 
ultimate big-game receiver, always turning in 
his best performance in the playoffs. 

Both Triandos Luke (6-0, 175) and Derrian 
Walker (5-11, 185) are excellent athletes, 
expected to have productive careers at 
Alabama. Luke especially is believed to be a 
clutch receiver in the mold of Tim Bowens. 
But even in an offense like Bama’s, there are 


only so many minutes to go around and at 
least some of the incoming receivers are likely 
to redshirt. 


OFFENSIVE TACKLE 

If there’s one position on the current Tide 
offense that is genuinely worrisome, this is it. 
With Chris Samuels—probably the best tackle 
in the history of Alabama football—gone to the 
Washington Redskins, some drop-off in per- 
formance is inevitable. But poor showings by 
Lannis Baxley and Bart Raulston, coupled by 
an only average performance by Dante 
Ellington in the Orange Bowl loss to 


Jason McAddley, a member of the Alabama track team as a sprinter, is one of the fastest Crimson Tide 
football players and has proved to be a deep threat from his wide receiver position. 
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Michigan, raised serious questions among 
Bama fans. 

Dante Ellington (6-6, 330+) was one of the 
best surprises last season for Alabama. 
Normally, true freshmen are quickly relegated 
to the scout team and sent off for a year of 
weight training to gain the strength and 
toughness necessary to play offensive line in 
the SEC. But under a blistering August sun, 
Ellington quickly demonstrated an iron will, 
refusing to quit despite sweltering heat and 
intense pressure—something duly noted by 
Tide Offensive Line Coach Neil Callaway. 
After deciding that the youngster was tough 
enough, Callaway installed Ellington at right 
tackle, allowing Will Cuthbert to move to 
guard and stabilizing last year’s line. 

Later, when Samuels was unable to play in 
the bowl game, Ellington was shifted into his 
slot on the left side. Normally, an offensive 
line coach places his best athlete at left tackle, 
the position responsible for protecting a right- 
handed quarterback’s blind side. And in 
Ellington, Alabama has a player with NFL 
potential. Ellington’s weakness is his weight. 
For athletes his size, it’s all-too-easy to add 
extra pounds-pounds that will affect agility. 
That was definitely a concern of Tide coaches 
in the spring, and “The Duke” is under strict 
orders to get his weight under control. If he’s 
able to do that, expect Ellington's overwhelm- 
ing talent to prompt talk of yet another Tide 
athlete leaving early for the NFL. 

The battle for the starting job at right tack- 
le during the spring was expected to be 
intense. But two bad wrists limited Bart 
Raulston, and Lannis Baxley wound up the 
clear starter heading into fall practice. At 6-6, 
301 pounds with quick feet, Baxley has all the 
tools to play the position. And his youth (he'll 
be a redshirt sophomore this season) means 
he should only get better. He did have knee 
surgery after spring ball to repair a fairly seri- 
ous cartilage problem, but he is expected to 
recover fully. If he can stay healthy and devel- 
op a bit of a mean streak at the same time, 
Baxley should be fine. 

Virtual twin broken bones in both wrists 
prevented Raulston from seriously challeng- 
ing for a starting slot in the spring. “Big Bart” 
isn't just huge (6-8, 330+), but he’s also a 
weight-room fanatic, having built himself into 
one of the strongest athletes on the team. But 
no amount of muscle can overcome broken 
bones, especially for an offensive lineman 
who depends on his hands to control the 
defender. The doctors expect Raulston to be 
healed by the beginning of fall practice, and 
that will likely be his best chance to prove 
he’s good enough to play for Alabama. When 
healthy, no other lineman can beat him physi- 
cally. But it’s up to Raulston to prove that on 
the field. 

The other major name at the tackle posi- 
tion may actually get most of his work at 


guard, but Dennis Alexander finished spring 
drills on the outside. Physically (6-5, 315), 
Alexander is thought to be as talented as any 
lineman on the team.. The question probably 
isn’t whether he'll eventually start, but rather 
“Where?”. The concern about his potential at 
tackle is whether Alexander is quick enough 
to handle the speed of outside rushers. Along 
with the other linemen, he’s working hard at 
agility exercises in the off-season. 

Another interesting development during 
spring ball was the move of Shaun Williams 
from defense to offensive tackle. He was lost 
on the depth chart on the defensive line, but 
seemed more comfortable after the move. At 
6-5, 278 pounds, he’s got the frame for the 
position, but needs to add bulk during the 
off-season. Williams has good footwork and 
might have found 
a new home, but 
he’s still only an 
intriguing 
prospect. 

When the high- 
ly-touted Maurice 
Mitchell (6-7, 
292) out of 
Albany, Georgia, 
signed with 
Alabama, there 
was much talk 
among Tide fans 
about another 
offensive tackle 
pulling a “Dante 
Ellington” and 
Starting as a true 
freshman. But 
Mitchell is not 
expected to quali- 
fy, making the 
speculation moot. 
Another talented 
tackle prospect, 
Wesley Britt (6-8, 
290), is expected 
to be redshirted in 
his first year. 

Garry McNealy 
(6-4, 285) also 
finished spring 
drills at offensive 
tackle. He origi- 
nally signed as 
part of the ‘99 
class and entered 
school in January 
as a partial quali- 
fier. That status 
means he can 
practice with the 
team this season, 
but is ineligible in 
2000. 
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GUARD 

It is unlikely there is a college football team 
with better guards than Alabama’. The Tide 
returns two three-year starters at the position, 
both of whom are being touted for post-sea- 
son honors. Add in quality backups and tal- 
ented incoming freshman, and this could be 
the strongest position on the team. Former 
Tide Coach Gene Stallings—who preferred to 
run between the tackles—would have loved 
these men. Griff Redmill (6-6, 300) and Will 
Cuthbert (6-5, 330), alongside center Paul 
Hogan, form one of the strongest, most expe- 
rienced interior lines in the nation. Cuthbert 
was recently named to the pre-season All-SEC 
squad, while Redmill made the second team. 
Both are big, smart, experienced, and known 
to play with a mean streak. Politics will likely 


Dante Ellington was one of the major surprises of 1999 as he was able to start 
every game at offensive tackle in his freshman season. This year he will be making 
the move from right tackle to left tackle, attempting to fill the shoes of Outland 
Trophy winner Chris Samuels. 


prevent both from ending up first team together, 
but it won't be because they don’t deserve it. 

As a proven backup, Marico Portis (6-1, 303) 
should provide valuable depth. He’s a little short 
for the position, limiting his ability in pass 
blocking. But Portis is strong and effective in the 
running game. 

Other talented guards who got extensive work 
in the spring include Matt Lomax and Casey 
Gilbert. Lomax (6-4, 295) was originally signed 
as a tackle, but injuries (knee and hand) limited 
his development last fall. After working through 
a back problem, he seems to have settled at 
guard. Gilbert (6-3, 278) was another "99 signee 
originally tried elsewhere. After working at tight 
end in the fall and briefly at defensive tackle the 
beginning of spring, Casey moved to guard 
where most experts think his talents lie. The 
chances for playing time for both rest on their 
work habits over the summer. 

Two walk-ons to watch at guard are Randall 
Shoultz (who has also worked at tackle) and Pat 
Boylan. 

Last winter Alabama signed a very talented 
group of guards, at least one of which could 
make an early impact. Danny Martz (6-5, 290) is 
thought likely to redshirt, but Tide coaches are 
hoping that Justin Smiley (6-4, 292) can push for 
immediate playing time. Smiley is a superb 
athlete and a champion power lifter. 


CENTER 

When he first signed with Alabama as an 
undersized, supposedly under-talented, lineman, 
many Tide fans questioned the wisdom of giving 
a scholarship to Paul Hogan. And even after he 
earned an early starting role, for the first few 
years fans (and some coaches) speculated on 
when someone would take Hogan's job from 
him. Hogan heard the criticism, and he respond- 
ed by building himself into an All-SEC performer 
as a junior. And he’s been voted to that position 
in the preseason again as a senior, which will be 
his fourth year to start at center for Bama. 

As the lineman designated to scan the defense 
and call out blocking schemes, Hogan is 
extremely important to the Tide offense. In fact, 
his forced absence from last season's upset loss to 
Louisiana Tech due to a calf injury was a mostly 
overlooked factor in that defeat. Back for his 
final season at The Capstone, Hogan's talent and 
leadership will likely be vital to any success the 
team may enjoy. 

In Alonzo Ephraim (6-3, 300), Alabama has an 
excellent backup center. Smart and athletic, 
Ephraim is being groomed to take over as starter 
in 2001. In anticipation of that occurrence, Tide 
coaches have stated their determination to play 
Ephraim often this season. Expect to see him at 
guard as well as center to get in as much work as 
possible. 

Several athletes from this incoming freshman 


=. 


class could be tried at center, including Reggie Paul Hogan was considered an undersized offensive lineman, even when he earned a starting job at 
Cordy and Evan Mathis. But both are expected to center as a redshirt freshman in 1997. He has continued to improve and was All-SEC last year and is 
redshirt this season. a pre-season All-America going into his senior year. 
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by J. E. Lisby 


side from the 21st Southeastern 
A canes title and a return to Bowl 

Championship Series bow] status, 
probably the most satisfying aspect of the 
1999 season for Alabama fans was witnessing 
the birth of yet another dominant Bama 
defense. Certainly there are areas that bear 
improving—pass defense in general and strong 
safety specifically spring to mind-but progress 
was definitely made. And it is progress that 


should continue. 

Improved play along the 
defensive line coupled with 
significantly faster linebackers 
produced a stifling run 
defense, exemplified by 
Michigan's virtual abandon- 
ment of much of its playbook 
in the second half of the 
Orange Bowl. For the season, 
Alabama ranked second in the 
SEC and in the nation for 
rushing defense. Less impres- 
sive results versus the pass 
(seventh in conference and 
47th nationally) pushed the 
overall numbers down. The 
Tide wound up ninth in the 
nation in total defense, while 
remaining number two in the 
SEC. “I don’t think there was 
any question that we were a 
much more physical football 
team,” said Ellis Johnson, 
Alabama's defensive coordina- 
tor. “We played very well 
against the run, and we 
improved in other physical 


THE DEFENSE 


Can this year’s unit repeat that perform- 
ance? Certainly there are challenges. Several 
talented players completed their eligibility 
and injuries are a concern, especially at mid- 
dle linebacker. But assuming all injuries heal 
at the expected rate and several of the top 
recruits qualify, the 2000 defense has a chance 
to be even better. In assessing this year's unit, 
Head Coach Mike DuBose (a man not given 
to careless hyperbole) has commented that 
certain positions compare quite favorably in 


healthy will be crucial, allowing for a defen- 
sive line rotation, keeping fresh legs on the 
field and yielding more fourth-quarter sacks. 
Plus, with starters returning at nine of 11 
positions, Alabama will be more experienced 
and mature across the board. And at the three 
positions where injuries are a concern (defen- 
sive tackle, middle linebacker and strong safe- 
ty), Alabama signed some of the top talent in 
the country. Help, in the form of another top 
five recruiting class, is literally on the way. 


Kindal Moorehead, Jarrett Johnson, Antwan Odom, Gerard Clark, Joe Yount 

Left Tackle 

Kenny Smith, Anthony Bryant, Sam Matthews, Ray Marshall, David Voyles 
Right Tackle 

Kelvis White, Albert Means, Todd Whitmore, Mac Tyler, Chauvon McFaddon, Allen Hollie 

Right End 

Kenny King, Nautyn McKay-Loescher, Shawn Oglesby, Derek Sanders, Leslie Williams, Stanley Jackson 
Left Linebacker 

Saleem Rasheed, Cornelius Wortham, Jason Rawls, Corey Bryan 


Middle Linebacker 
Marvin Constant, Aries Monroe, Victor Ellis, Jamie Hunter, Donnie Lowe 


Right Linebacker 

Darius Gilbert, Adam Cox, Brooks Daniels, David Barron 

Left Cornerback 

Milo Lewis, Shontua Ray, Raymon Hudson, Chris James, Richard Randolph 
Right Cornerback 

Gerald Dixon, Hirchel Bolden, Kelf Bailey, Waine Bacon 
Strong Safety 

Connie Brown, Marcus Spencer, Thurman Ward, Harold James, Jason Jones, Tyler Harris, Thad Walker 


parts of the game, the pass 
rush and controlling the line 
of scrimmage.” 

For any defense, the ability 
to shut down the run is significant. As 
Johnson says, “Football is still a relatively 
simple game. I don’t care what folks do. 
Unless they completely change the rules, you 
always begin on defense with stopping the 
other guy from running the football.” A close 
look at the statistics will show that Alabama 
did just that. Despite playing some of the best 
running teams in the country (including Ole 
Miss, Tennessee and Michigan), Bama aver- 
aged giving up only 74.5 yards per game on 
the ground, a paltry 2.7 yards per rushing 
attempt, and six rushing touchdowns for the 
season. 


Safety 


talent to 1992, a unit widely recognized as 
one of the best all-time. 

One trademark of that storied 1992 defense 
was the ability to pressure quarterbacks with- 
out blitzing, coupled with stifling pass cover- 
age. If this year’s defense hopes to approach 
the standards set by Curry, Copeland, Teague 
& Co., those two areas must show improve- 
ment. Actually, those two goals normally go 
hand-in-hand. Pressuring the quarterback 
reduces his pocket time, making a defensive 
back’s job easier. 

On paper the Tide defense looks to be 
improved. But simply getting all key players 
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Reggie Myles, Tony Dixon, Carlos Andrews, Charles Jones, John Fielding 


A decision made by Tide coaches to simpli- 
fy defensive formations contributed to last 
year's success. Former Tide Head Coach Gene 
Stallings was fond of saying, “Schemes don’t 
win games. Players do.” Alabama's defensive 
coordinator agrees, but Johnson might like to 
add a codicil, “Sometimes schemes can pre- 
vent players from winning games, especially if 
they are complicated to the point that the ath- 
letes spend more time thinking than playing.” 

Tide coaches decided to keep things simple. 
First, the defensive linemen would occupy the 
blockers, allowing Bama’s speedy linebackers 
to fly to the ball carrier. As Defensive Line 
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Coach Lance Thompson explains, “There's 
nothing prettier to us watching Saleem 
Rasheed run down a tailback before he turns 
the corner.” The decision was also made to do 
away with gap responsibility for the lineback- 
ers, letting them step back from the line of 
scrimmage and avoid getting caught up, 
unable to run to the football. 

Another change that helped defensively was 
the decision to play more zone defense. That 
might seem to contradict the simplification 
principle since man-to-man defense is the eas- 
iest coverage scheme to learn. “That’s what 
every kid grows up playing in his backyard,” 
is how Johnson put it. But the move accom- 
plished several things. It relieved the pressure 
on Bama’s cornerbacks who had too often 
been left without help from the safeties (‘on 
an island’ is the current cliché). It allowed for 
more gang tackling. Players locked up in man 
coverage have difficulty getting back in time 
to help out on tackles. And it also produced 
more aggressive play in the secondary. 
Defensive backs in zone coverage can watch 
the quarterback while guarding their areas and 
then break on the pass when it’s delivered. 

“We felt like we had to reevaluate and 
make a few adjustments on our schemes,” 
Johnson said. “Of course that’s often the case. 
But we do think that we made very wise 
moves. What we're doing now fits better what 
our players are capable of doing.” 


LINE 

For several years in a row, the Tide coach- 
ing staff has reeled in some of the best defen- 
sive line talent in the nation. Do that repeat- 
edly, and a team will wind up stocked three- 
and four-deep at every position, which is the 
case now for Alabama. And the numbers are 
important. As Thompson said, “Pass rushing 
is the most demanding thing you can do on a 
football field.” So expect the Bama coaches to 
implement a rotation, keeping fresh legs in 
the game to pressure the passer. It's not that 
the 99 numbers were poor (Alabama had 37 
sacks last season, ranking fourth in the SEC), 
but there’s room for improvement. 

Bama lost four quality players to graduation 
(Cornelius Griffin, Jamie Carter, Reggie 
Grimes and Canary Knight), but if injuries 
heal and recruits get qualified, then this could 
be a stellar group. The Tide linemen currently 
enrolled are both talented and versatile. 
Almost all of them can play any of the three 
positions on the defensive line: shade and 
three-technique tackle and defensive end. But 
increased talent will likely lead to more spe- 
cialization. And while some athletes (like 
Jarrett Johnson) will undoubtedly play inside 


EVIEW: THE DEFENSE 


and out, most Tide linemen will work at a 
given position. 


TACKLE 

There are numerous gifted athletes on the 
defensive line for Alabama this year, but sen- 
ior all-star candidate Kenny Smith is probably 
‘first among equals.’ Coach DuBose often talks 
about the importance of leadership-especially 
from his linemen-and Smith is eager to pro- 
vide it. “I've been thinking about that since | 
was a freshman,” he said, “and I think it’s my 
turn to handle the responsibility.” Smith 
began his career at defensive end before moy- 
ing inside. His size (6-4, 289) is impressive, 
but Smith’s quickness is what has pro scouts 
drooling. A tackle with defensive end speed 
can be a lethal combination. Before a knee 
injury in the LSU game ended his junior sea- 
son prematurely, Smith was playing the best 
football of his career. 

The other starting tackle slot will most like- 
ly go to another senior, Kelvis White. He had 
an excellent spring practice, but the fact that 
he seems poised to 
start for Alabama this 
fall is a testament to 
his courage and deter- 
mination. As recently 
as last January, there 
were concerns that a 
painful knee injury 
would end White's 
career. Kelvis reports 
that he seriously con- 
sidered the option 
before deciding to 
accept Thompson's 
challenge to come back 
and make the most of 
his last year. After 
making the commit- 
ment to his coach, 
White threw himself 
into his conditioning 
work and was one of 
the surprises of spring. 

If White doesn’t start 
in 2000, it probably 
signals good news for 
Tide fans because it 
will mean that Albert 
Means and/or Anthony 
Bryant-two of the most 
highly touted linemen 
ever signed by 
Alabama~are as good 
as advertised. Experts 
rate both recruits as 
“can’t miss” prospects 
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who should play early and often. Means (6-5, 
310) is a monster of a player who had enough 
mobility to play middle linebacker in high 
school. And Bryant (6-3, 324) combines pre- 
cocious power with catlike quickness. If just 
one qualifies (and Means is considered a sure 
thing), then the depth problem at tackle is 
solved. If both make it, the odds on Alabama 
repeating as champion will shorten signifi- 
cantly. 

Two other tackle candidates almost certain 
to get playing time are senior Todd Whitmore 
and junior Sam Matthews. Ifa 6-6, 295- 
pound man can be termed a “late bloomer,” 
then Whitmore qualifies. He’s had some ups 
and downs in his career at The Capstone, but 
Todd, who's especially effective against the 
run, now appears ready to shine his final year. 
Matthews has been plagued with injuries 
since he arrived on campus and was tried at 
other positions. But his knee has improved 
and he did well in limited spring work. Like 
White, many have predicted that balky knees 
would sideline Matthews for good, but Big 


Kindal Moorehead has been a steady performer on the defensive line for the 
Crimson Tide in his first two seasons. Although he suffered an injury that 
slowed him in the spring, he is expected to be a star for Bama this year. 


Sam wants to play and he has been given a 
clean bill of health going to the fall. 

If Alabama’s lead creeps into double-digits 
late in games, look for Ray Marshall, 
Chauvon McFaddon, David Voyles and Allen 
Hollie to get playing time. Marshall had been 
given up for dead on the offensive line, but a 
position switch to defense in the spring 
seemed to revitalize him. Ray is easily strong 
enough to contribute, but he needs to work 
on his technique for a chance at breaking into 
the rotation, 


END 

With twin all-stars returning as starters, 
defensive end is a clear strength for the Tide. 
Totaling five and one half sacks each, Kindal 
Moorehead and Kenny King tied for the lead 
on the team. And if all the position recruits 
qualify, this group could be as talented as any 
in the nation. 

Kindal Moorehead has been a starter from 
the moment he arrived on campus. He played 
well as a true freshman, even better last sea- 
son and appears ready to dominate as he 
begins his junior year. Before a cartilage tear 
suffered in a basketball game over spring 
break sidelined him, Moorehead was almost 
unblockable in spring work. A pre-season All- 
SEC selection, the 6-3, 292 pound Memphis 
native could be faced with a difficult decision 
next spring. If he continues at the current 
pace, declaring early for the NFL draft will be 
a definite option. 

Like Moorehead, Kenny King was too good 
to keep on the bench as a freshman, starting 
most of last season's games for Alabama. King 
is a talented athlete, but his tenacity saw him 
through his most difficult challenge. From his 
right end position, King found himself 
matched up every day in practice against 
Chris Samuels, the preeminent offensive line- 
man in the nation. “He pretty much whipped 
my rear end every day in practice,” King said. 
“| thought about quitting, but Coach 
Thompson told me it would make me a better 
player. And it did.” Now King is the one 
schooling his teammates. 

Jarrett Johnson's status as “number two 
anything” shows the talent level on the defen- 
sive line. A 6-4, 275-pound perpetual motion 
machine on the football field, Johnson has a 
motor that never stops. His athleticism is 
amazing for a man his size, and Tide fans will 
long remember his leaping pass block in the 
SEC Championship Game that set up Grimes’ 
memorable touchdown jaunt. Johnson has the 
ability to play both ends, his more natural 
spot, and tackle, and will probably work at 
both positions this season. 

Behind those three are triplet newcomers, 
each with speed to burn. Assuming they all 
qualify (no sure thing), Nautyn McKay- 
Loescher, Antwan Odom and Shawn Oglesby 
will ensure that the Tide is loaded at rush end. 
The stories of McKay-Loescher’s recruitment 


(he’s Canadian and actually 
called the Bama coaches 
asking for a visit) have 
already made him a fan 
favorite. But DuBose’s com- 
ment that “He has the 
quickest first step of any 
high school player I've 
seen” reveals why “The 
Chief” is expected to earn a 
spot in this season's rota- 
tion. 

McKay-Loescher was 
rated as one of the best 
defensive end prospects in 
the country (for high 
school all-star purposes, 
Canada is considered part 
of the country), but 
Antwan Odom was right 
there with him. Odom (6- 
6, 255) earned Parade All- 
America status and was 
rated by some as the num- 
ber two rush end prospect 
in the nation. Reflecting on 
last season, DuBose (one of 
the top defensive line 
coaches in the country) has 
remarked that Alabama was 
“one speed rusher” away 
from a possible chance at 
the national title. Odom’s 
arrival could very well pro- 
vide that missing piece. 

Amid the hoopla associ- ; 
ated with the more famous 
defensive line signees, 
Shawn Oglesby may have 
been overlooked. But Tide 
coaches are excited about 
his speed off the edge and his ability to pres- 
sure quarterbacks. Under DuBose, Alabama 
doesn’t sign junior college athletes to sit on 
the bench. But if all defensive line recruits 
qualify, redshirting Oglesby to add bulk to his 
6-7, 245 pound frame might be a possibility. 

Gerard Clark (6-6, 265) is another talented 
incoming defensive end who definitely passes 
the “look test.” His future might lie on 
offense, but don’t expect that change right 
away. 

Two defensive ends currently enrolled 
could crack the playing rotation in 2000, 
Leslie Williams (6-5, 230) saw plenty of 
action last year on special teams. He's quick 
and athletic, but if the rangy defender hopes 
to become an every-down player, he must add 
bulk to his frame. Derek Sanders (6-4, 277) is 
a serious-minded athlete with the physical 
tools to play for Alabama, but now is the time 
for him to make his move up the depth chart. 


LINEBACKER 
It wasn't long ago that serious questions 
surrounded the Tide linebacking corps. In 
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It didn’t take Kenny King long to make a big impression. As a true fresh- 
man last year King stepped into a regular spot in the Bama defensive line 
and was one of the leaders of the Crimson Tide front. 


1997 and 1998 a once-proud unit often was 
average at best, and the Bama coaches began 
last season with three new starters. But 
Saleem Rasheed was more than up to the 
challenge of starting as a true freshman on the 
outside and Marvin Constant proved to be a 
vicious run-stopper in the middle. Then, after 
a season-ending (and career-threatening) knee 
injury took Constant out of the picture, 
Victor Ellis and Darius Gilbert stepped up to 
provide solid play as well. Add in a junior 
college All-America and athletic phenomenon 
(Aries Monroe), and the current Tide line- 
backers are an effective and talented unit. 

Saleem Rasheed was that rarest of true 
freshmen: a Parade All-America who lived up 
to his hype. He's a 6-3, 222-pound, extremely 
intelligent young man who can virtually fly 
on a football field. Rasheed led the squad in 
tackles (84) as a true freshman and was 
named Playboy All-America over the summer, 
one of the few sophomores to ever make that 
list. Before he leaves The Capstone, Saleem 
could be as good as any athlete that Alabama 
has had at his position. 
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Before his devastating knee injury, Constant 
was having an excellent year at middle line- 
backer, roaming from sideline to sideline and 
generally doing his best impression of a latter- 
day Lee Roy Jordan. And despite missing the 
last several games, Constant still wound up 
third on the team in tackles with 62. Whether 
he'll return is not really in question. He will. 
The question is “When?”. Expect Constant to 
be back at some point during 2000. It’s possi- 
ble he could be ready by the UCLA game, but 
more likely his return will be delayed until 
mid-season. 

In Constants absence it falls to Victor Ellis 
and Aries Monroe to handle the middle. 


Before spring practice there were some con- 
cerns about the position, but not now. Ellis 
(6-2, 235) worked as hard as anyone on the 
team in the off-season and won't give up the 
position without a fight. Standing 6-3 with 
232 pounds of chiseled muscle, Monroe is a 
physical specimen with track-team speed. 
Learning a new position wasn't easy, but he 
appeared to gain confidence daily over the 
last several practices in spring. Tide fans 
probably shouldn't worry about who winds 
up starting inside. Whichever player earns the 
role should be fine. If Constant does return, 
the worry will be finding enough playing time 
for everyone. 


Saleem Rasheed has played just one year of college football, but after earning Freshman All-America 
honors he is already considered one of the nation’s top linebackers. Last year he played part of the season 
at middle linebacker, but will return to his outside spot in 2000. 
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Some players (like Rasheed) star from the 
moment they step on campus. But most ath- 
letes need a few years to mature. Darius 
Gilbert (6-2, 240) has long been a player with 
outstanding potential, but some had grown 
impatient waiting for him to live up to his 
promise. When Constant’s injury forced the 
move of Rasheed inside, Gilbert's opportunity 
to prove his worth arrived. Darius made good 
on the chance, seizing the starting role during 
the season and working hard in the off-sea- 
son. He began spring noticeably stronger, 
tougher and more aggressive against the run. 
Despite breaking his hand, Gilbert continued 
to play, did quite well during spring ball and 
appears entrenched at outside linebacker 
opposite Rasheed. 

Adam Cox is probably the only other line- 
backer currently on campus with a chance at 
much playing time. Since being converted 
from tailback, he has struggled somewhat 
with injuries and the adjustment to a new 
position. Cox has the speed and athleticism to 
get the job done, but must continue to 
improve. 

Outside linebacker is another position 
where incoming freshman might be so talent- 
ed that early playing time is in order. 
Cornelius Wortham (6-2, 200) and Brooks 
Daniels (6-3, 205) are twin terrors, expected 
to make an immediate impact. Both are fast 
enough so that they could play strong safety, 
but they have the frames to put on weight 
and the coaches project them as outside line- 
backers. With the talent already on campus 
along with the difficulties adjusting to college 
ball, the two may not get that many snaps on 
defense in 2000. But their physical gifts 
would make them valuable additions to kick 
coverage units. Jason Rawls (6-1, 212) is 
another linebacker signee who'll get an early 
look in the fall. After being moved to defense 
from tailback midway through his senior sea- 
son, Rawls dominated at the new position, 
demonstrating excellent instincts. If the 
opportunity arose, he could contribute this 
season, but he also might take a redshirt year. 


SECONDARY 

If one unit on the Alabama team was most 
responsible for the defensive turnaround from 
September to November, it was the secondary. 
During the first several games (including the 
upset loss to Louisiana Tech), Tide defensive 
backs seemed to take turns making mistakes 
and dropping easy interceptions. For a time it 
seemed that Milo Lewis at left cornerback was 
the only player who could catch a ball. But a 
position move (Reggie Myles from cornerback 
to free safety) and hours of extra practice 
finally paid off, as Coach Charlie Harbison’s 
troops performed very well down the stretch 
for Alabama. Unfortunately, the wheels 
seemed to come off in the second half of the 
Orange Bowl. 
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Obviously there's progress to be made. But 
with every player on the two-deep depth 
chart back again in 2000 and several talented 
recruits arriving in the fall, there’s reason to 
believe the unit will be improved. 


CORNERBACK 

Normally, the starters will work mainly on 
one side or another. For instance, Milo Lewis 
most often mans the left side with Gerald 
Dixon starting on the right. But backups are 
worked on both sides, making an artificial 
separation unnecessary. 

Milo Lewis returns for his senior season at 
Alabama, looking for a strong year to propel 
him into next spring’s NFL draft. He has good 
size (6-0, 188) and good speed, but neither 
entirely accounts for his effectiveness. As 
Harbison said, “Milo just wants it more than 
anyone else.” Lewis has the classic cornerback 
persona, fearless and with a short memory. If 
he can put the Orange Bowl behind him, then 
Milo should have a good year for Alabama. 

Opposite Lewis is Gerald “Smoke” Dixon. 
At 5-11, 185 pounds his greatest asset is 
speed. Like Lewis, he’s a fierce competitor 
who hates giving up even the shortest com- 
pletion. Many believe he’s the most physically 
gifted Tide cornerback, and if he continues to 
develop, then Gerald will have a chance to 
play in the NFL. 

Probably the biggest news at cornerback 
this spring was the dual development of 
Hirchel Bolden (5-10, 197) and Shontua Ray 
(5-10, 204) into solid backups. Ray, probably 
the fastest athlete on the squad, was originally 
signed as a running back, then tried briefly at 
receiver before moving to corner. And 
Bolden’s time on defense was thought to be a 
temporary assignment-—just until he moved on 
to wide receiver. In fact, while each player 
made important contributions on special 
teams, both Ray and Bolden struggled at cor- 
nerback last year—to the point that some ques- 
tioned whether either player could make the 
adjustment. But Bolden and Ray were much 
improved during spring and each should push 
for playing time. 

Senior-to-be Kecalf Bailey (5-10, 168) is the 
only other cornerback currently enrolled like- 
ly to get many snaps in 2000. A one-time 
starter, Bailey has never been able to add 
enough weight to compete with bigger, 
stronger receivers. But he could be effective as 
a member of the Tide's dime (six defensive 
backs) defense, perhaps even part of the nick- 
el (five backs) package. 

Two incoming freshmen are slated for cor- 
nerback, with one expected to contribute 
early. Raymon Hudson (5-10, 205) spent the 
majority of his time in high school at running 
back, but he is projected as a cornerback on 
the college level. If conditioning will make 
the difference (Ray's a weight-room addict), 
then he'll play early. Chris James (6-1, 180) 


was also 
signed to 
play cor- 
ner. He's 
got blaz- 
ing speed, 
but as a 
former 
high 
school 
quarter- 
back 
adjusting 
lo a new 
position, 
Chris is 
expected 
to redshirt 
his first 
year. 


SAFETY 
In the 
Alabama 
system, 
there isn’t 
a clear-cut 
distinction 
between 
strong and 
[ree safety 
positions. 
Often the 
positions 
are interchangeable. Both have responsibilities 
to help out in run support, but the free safety 
usually has more pass coverage responsibili- 
ties, putting a premium on speed at that slot. 

The clear-cut returning starter at safety is 
Reggie Myles. One of the best athletes on the 
team, Myles (5-11, 189) plays with that deter- 
mined, almost arrogant, attitude that often 
characterizes the best defensive backs. He 
spent his first year and part of his second at 
cornerback, but the decision to move him to 
free safety last season was a key to the unit's 
improvement. Like a centerfielder in baseball, 
Myles seems to do better when he can keep 
the action in front of him. Always good in 
coverage, Myles has added strength in the 
weight room and has developed a taste for 
tackling. He’s another player who might have 
the option of leaving early for pro ball with a 
good enough season in 2000, 

In Tony Dixon (6-3, 210) and Marcus 
Spencer (6-2, 205), Alabama has essentially 
co-starters returning at strong safety. Both 
players are seniors, being counted upon by 
Harbison to provide leadership. Dixon is an 
intelligent athlete, described by his position 
coach as “my quarterback on the field.” On 
the other hand, Spencer specializes in vicious 
hits on receivers and running backs alike, 
earning the nickname “Night Train” (usually 
shortened by Coach Johnson to simply 
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Milo Lewis came from junior college to a starting spot at left cornerback last fall. This year 
he is expected to be a leader in the Crimson Tide secondary and has received pre-season 
all-star recognition. 


“Train” ) for his efforts. Dixon and Spencer 
have become good friends at Alabama and 
each has given his best effort on the field. But 
nagging questions remain about their cover- 
age skills, providing a chance for a new 
starter this season, 

Connie Brown (6-2, 210) out of City 
College of San Francisco (Milo Lewis’ former 
school), arrives in Tuscaloosa with a reputa- 
tion as a big-time player with outstanding 
coverage skills. He earned all-star recognition 
in junior college. If he is good enough to win 
the starting job, then Tony Dixon would like- 
ly move to second-string [ree safety, providing 
an experienced two-deep at both safety posi- 
lions. 

Three highly touted freshmen could com- 
pete for early playing time at safety. Thurman 
Ward (6-2, 185), Carlos Andrews (6-0, 200) 
and Harold James (6-1, 218) were all nation- 
ally ranked recruits last season. If all three 
qualify, expect at least one to get a long look 
at another position (Ward has been men- 
tioned at cornerback and many project James 
as a linebacker or fullback) to avoid a logjam 
at safety. And a redshirt year for Ward might 
be a possibility. 

Other names to watch at the position 
include Charles Jones (6-1, 180), Jason Jones 
(5-11, 180) and Tyler Harris (6-1, 210). All 
three have talent, but need to work hard to 
place themselves in line to play. _@ 
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by J. E. Lisby 


midst all the optimism surrounding 

next year’s Alabama team, there can be 

found one consistent area of concern. 
The worry is special teams, specifically punt- 
ing and placekicking. Considered an after- 
thought by some, no less an expert than Paul 
“Bear” Bryant thought that the kicking game 
was frequently the difference in winning and 
losing. 

Punting, punt returns, punt coverage, rush- 
ing the punter, protecting the punter, kickoffs, 
kickoff coverage, kickoff returns, PAT 
attempts, field goal attempts, protection on 
placekicking attempts and rushing placekick- 
ing attempts. When you list them all, it’s evi- 
dent that a great deal is covered by the gener- 
ic term “special teams.” And unfortunately for 
Alabama, the special teams the last several 
years have been less than special. 

Probably no aspect of college football was 
impacted more by the limitations on practice 
time and the size of coaching staffs than was 
the kicking game. Serious fans realize that 
special teams are quite involved. Aside from 
the various aspects listed above, at any given 
time a number of different things can happen. 
Punts can be faked; kickoff teams can kick 
long, short, to the corner or even attempt an 
onside kick. That rarest of plays, the safety, is 
followed by a “free kick,” which can be a 
punt or a kickoff and which requires special 
preparation kicking and receiving. And on 
and on. 

One thing Tide Head Coach Mike DuBose 
does is practice some aspect of special teams 
virtually every day during the season. And the 
sessions are always scheduled early in prac- 
tice, so no one gets the idea that they’re some- 
how less important. 

At some schools (notably Virginia Tech) the 
head coach handles special teams, while other 
college teams assign the task to an 
assistant—frequently the most junior staff 
member. After the Tide's particularly dismal 
performance in 98, DuBose decided to divide 
the various responsibilities among the staff. 
For instance, Ronnie Cottrell works with the 
kickers, Ivy Williams handles the return men, 
Neil Callaway organizes placekick protection, 
Lance Thompson is his counterpart dealing 
with placekick rush and so forth. The idea is 
twofold: To put coaches in charge of aspects 
of special teams play that relate to their spe- 
cialty (i.e., Thompson handling the rush), 
while also breaking down the various parts 
into “pieces” of manageable size. 


Freddie Milons, the Most Valuable Player in last year's SEC Championship Game, is at home at wide 
receiver, in the shotgun formation at quarterback, and is particularly adept as a return man for the 
Alabama kicking teams. 
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Beyond that, DuBose’s determination to 
find the athletes best suited to the various 
roles and put them on the field was vital. As 
he put it, “We want to get to the point where 
special teams will actually win some games 
for us.” 

Special teams have always been a chance 
for young, hungry players to make their 
marks. That’s one reason little work is done 
on special teams in the spring, as the coach- 
ing stalf prefers to wait until freshman report 
in the fall before filling out the kicking team 
rosters. That hasn't changed, but Tide fans 
will also note All-America wide receiver 
Freddie Milons back returning punts, fellow 
All-America Saleem Rasheed in on certain 
kicks, and other starters dotting the field on 
every special teams play. 

Why? Simple. If games are won or lost on 
the basis of special teams play, then a wise 
coach will make certain his best athletes are 
on the field in those situations. 

But to be fair, while special teams are a gen- 
uine concern, with the exception of punting, 
last season saw at least some improvement by 
Alabama in virtually every phase. 

Kickoff coverage wasn't great, but it was 
improved [rom the previous year when oppos- 
ing teams repeatedly broke off long returns 
against Alabama. And punt coverage-thanks 
to yeoman duty by players like Shontua 
Ray-was mostly very good with Tide oppo- 
nents averaging only 4.7 yards per return. 

And the return game was pretty good. 
Alabama averaged 23.2 yards per kickoff 
return, good enough to be ranked fifth in the 
Southeastern Conference and 20th in the 
nation, The Tide averaged 9.7 yards per punt 
return, placing it fourth in the SEC 48th in 
the nation. 

The major complaints of most Bama fans 
lie not so much with the kicking game in gen- 
eral, as with the actual kicking, And the num- 
bers don’t necessarily tell the story. For 
instance Alabama ranked eighth in the SEC in 
punting yards, but eighteenth in the nation in 
net punting. However, those numbers don't 
account for numerous punts so short that the 
return man couldn't field them, sometimes 
letting them roll for significant yardage. 

Placekicking was no better, Alabama 
wound up eighth and 1 Lth for field goals and 
extra point kicks respectively in the 12-mem- 
ber SEC. Hardly spectacular numbers. 

But worse, Alabama's kickers seemed to 
have a bad sense of timing, choosing the 
worst moments for a shanked placekick or 
muffed punt. No one expects perfection, but 
in regard to kicking, consistency is a virtue. 

One thing certain in regard to Alabama's 
kickers next season is that there will be new 
faces behind those facemasks, Ryan Pflugner 
and Patrick Morgan both graduated, throwing 
the kicking competitions wide open. Alabama 
Assistant Head Coach Ronnie Cottrell noted 


that, “Ideally, you would like a freshman to 
win the job, so you won't have to worry about 
the position for the next four years.” That 
may or may not happen, but coincidentally or 
not the leading contenders for each job head- 
ing into the fall happen to be freshmen. 


PUNTER 

NCAA rules limit what coaches can say 
about incoming recruits, but it is clear that 
the Tide staff is hoping Matthew Sanders will 
come in and take the punting job immediate- 
ly. A 6-2, 215-pound multi-sport athlete (he 
stars on his baseball team and hopes to play 
both sports at Alabama), Sanders played both 
linebacker and quarterback in high school. 
But his football future is as a punter. He ayer- 
aged 42.0, 44.0, 47.3 and 45.5 yards during 
his four years of high school. Sanders aver- 
ages almost five seconds of ‘hang time’ per 
punt, and he’s also extremely accurate in plac- 
ing the football, Easily the top punter in the 
state last year, the opportunity for Sanders to 
seize the punting job for Alabama from Day 
One is there. 

Among the on-campus contenders, Lane 
Bearden is the leader. He was the best of a 
large number of punters who tried out during 
spring ball. Bearden has a good leg (he han- 
dled kickoff duties most of last season), but 
he needs to work on his consistency. Bearden 
seems to do better the more times he kicks, 
Unfortunately, on a team that doesn't plan on 
punting that many times in a game, that’s 
hardly a quality that will endear a punter to 
his coach, If Lane doesn't win the punting 
job, he has an excellent chance to keep his 
kickoff duties, which would probably mean 
he would be the backup punter as well. 

Jason Kellen probably has the strongest leg 
of the current Tide punters, A tall, strong ath- 
lete (6-4, 210), Kellen has an unusual motion, 
seeming to hesitate partway through the kick. 
When everything goes perfectly, he can really 
boom the ball. But unfortunately, things don’t 
always go perfectly. And two or three 25-yard 
efforts out of seven won't likely win you a 
punting job. 

Reid Holley, a little-used sophomore also 
gota chance to punt at A-Day and actually 
did fairly well. But he would probably be 
behind at least Bearden at this point. 


HOLDER 

One of the most common questions fans 
have about Tide special teams play is why 
doesn't Alabama use a quarterback as holder 
on placekick attempts? After all, wouldn't a 
quarterback be better suited in case of a fake? 
Or on a play where a bad or bobbled snap 
forces an impromptu pass? Indeed, quarter- 
backs are usually good athletes and likely to 
make a “save” on a bad snap. 

Those are reasonable questions. But Coach 
DuBose believes he made the right decision in 


choosing to use his punter as holder. First of 
all, while a quarterback may be better suited 
to throw an emergency pass, such plays are 
hit-or-miss at best. 

But the most important reason is traced 
directly to the NCAA and its limitations on 
practice hours, Any visitor to an Alabama 
practice understands the point. To efficiently 
use all the time available, the practices are lit- 
erally choreographed to the sound of an air 
horn with various units jogging from one part 
of the practice field to another to work on 
various aspects of the gameplan. As noted 
earlier, special teams'practice is usually held 
early in the schedule. After those segments 
end, the kickers (punters, placekickers and 
long-snappers) are left to practice alone with 
the rest of the squad working elsewhere. 

If a quarterback is also the holder, then he 
will miss practice time. Which part is least 
important? Pass skeleton work? Nine-on- 
seven rushing-game practice? Two-minute 
drill simulation? 

Others might suggest utilizing the fifth- 
string quarterback (numbers one, two and 
three work with the varsity offense, with 
number four running the scout team). But 
once again regulations interfere. Travel rosters 
are limited in SEC games, and using a fifth 
teamer as holder would require bumping 
another reserve from the trip. 

So if the punter is also the holder, they'll 
have almost unlimited time to practice the 
snap, hold and kick, developing the timing so 
crucial Lo success. 

Actually, current third-string quarterback 
Jonathan Richey was used as holder along 
with Lane Bearden during spring ball. But if 
precedent holds, that isn't likely to carry over 
to the fall. 


SNAPPER 

There is probably no more crucial—and 
unrecognized-job on a football team than that 
of long-snapper for punts and placekicks. 
Perform the job perfectly and nobody notices. 
But mess up just once and everyone knows 
your name. 

For that reason Coach Cottrell points out 
that “having Bradley Ledbetter back should 
help solidify our kicking game.” Ledbetter is a 
veteran at the job, but his return for his 
fourth year of eligibility was no sure thing, In 
fact, Bradley will likely compete as a graduate 
student in the fall. But he chose to come back 
and seek another championship. 

Unfortunately, Ledbetter broke his (right) 
snapping hand in a construction accident in 
May and had to have a pin inserted to stabi- 
lize the bone. But the Tide medical staff 
expects him back at 100 per cent by fall. 

Designated as the emergency long-snapper 
for road games, Kenny Smith could likely 
handle the entire job. But his role on the 
defensive line will certainly take precedent. 
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Nevertheless, his talent is important in that it 
saves a roster spot for away games. 

The two primary backups to Ledbetter are 
Tripp Powell and Nick Ridings, with Powell 
likely taking over if Bradley's hand doesn't 
heal. 


PUNT RETURN 

After Freddie Milons'’ star turn through the 
SEC last season, there is certainly no suspense 
involved at this spot. Not since “The Deuce,” 
David Palmer, worked his magic has there 
been so much anticipation when the oppo- 
nent punts. There are legitimate concerns 
about not overworking Milons, but if his 
workload is cut back, don't expect it to come 
at the expense of punt returns. For those 
occasions when the team absolutely has to 
have a fair catch and doesn't care about any- 
thing else, then DuBose would likely turn to 
the diminutive Arvin Richard. He's not big; 
he's not that fast and he's certainly not fancy. 
But Richard does catch the ball. There's prob- 
ably no more sure-handed return man on the 
team, but Arvin's downside is that he's not 
likely to break many (if any) long returns. 

Another name of note for punt returns is 
Antonio Carter. His style is different, more 
fluid than Milons', but watching “AC” in the 
open field is worth the price of admission. 
Expect him to get some returns this season 
and take over next year if Milons leaves early. 


KICKOFF RETURNS 

Though some might think they're the same, 
kickoff returns require somewhat different 
skills than punt runbacks. Pure, straight- 
ahead speed is normally at a premium on 
kickoffs. Successful runbacks almost always 
begin with a burst of speed, followed by elud- 
ing a few tacklers and then more speed. Sure- 
handedness is still important, but not quite as 
critical as for punt returns. 

Last season Milons got the lion's share of 
work, Santonio Beard was used early in the 
year, and came ever so close to winning the 
Louisiana Tech game on the last desperation 
Kickoff return. But Beard lost the job after 

ek and immediately stepping out 
ose to his own goal line. For the 
latter part of the season, Arvin Richard stood 
ith Milons fielding kickoffs. 
ision probably minimized mis-_. 


for a long return. Teams with accurate kickers 
spent their entire night kicking away from 
Milons and toward Richard. And often, even 
when Freddie fielded the kick it was only 
after a long run and he found himself in poor 
position to get much yardage. 

It's possible that two new players could 
return kickoffs this year. If the staff decides to 
diminish Milons' workload, here is the most 
likely area. And with Beard probably sidelined 
until October, recovering from knee surgery, 
the job could be wide open. Possible candi- 
dates would include Shontua Ray (probably 
the fastest man on the squad), Michael James 
(speedy, elusive and smart), Reggie Myles, 
Gerald Dixon or Hirchel Bolden. And this 
might also be a spot where a true freshman 
like Carlos Andrews could get a chance to 
contribute. 


PLACEKICKER 

After the first week of spring practice, 
Coach DuBose was discouraged enough by 
what he had seen of the Tide placekicking to 
remark to reporters that “we may just have to 
go for two every time next year.” Luckily, 
both Danny Haynes and Chris Kemp, the two 
leading contenders for the job, turned things 
around and finished very strong. 

Born with underdeveloped arms, through 
hard work and determination Danny Haynes 
has turned himself into an accomplished 
kicker. He's easily the strongest among the 
kicking candidates, nailing 55-yard-plus kicks 
high and deep when he's on. But Haynes 
takes a bigger swing than most kickers, 
increasing the chance for error if his timing 
gets off, which is precisely what happened at 
the beginning of spring. But while his team- 
mates spent their break at the beach, Haynes 
went home to work with his Dad in relearn- 
ing the basics of kicking. And when he 
returned he was almost a different kicker. 

Practice observers note that they can tell a 
Haynes’ kick without looking by the sound it 
makes coming off his foot. “When I hit it 
right, it sounds like a cannon shot,” is how 
Danny puts it. Haynes is naturally the senti- 
mental favorite. But if he can't control his 
occasional tendency to wildness, others are 
waiting to win the job. 

As a placekicker last se 


kick over 35 yards was problematic. But 
Kemp has been working very hard to improve 
his leg speed and thus his range. And his 
efforts in spring ball support that, as he was 
kicking up to 40 yards and slightly beyond. 
Kemp certainly lacks Haynes' explosive 
power, but accuracy is even more important 
to a placekicker. And his could earn him a 
role next season. 

Two relatively high profile walk-on kickers 
will join Bama this fall. 

Neal Thomas was an all-conference kicker 
for Hinds Community College who was pur- 
sued by several Division | programs. But not- 
ing Alabama's tradition, its chance at a cham- 
pionship and most importantly its lack of an 
incumbent kicker, Thomas chose to walk-on 
and compete for the job. His junior college 
coach said that Thomas made numerous 
game-winning kicks for Hinds, And all of 
them were accomplished without a kicking 
tee. 

The fourth kicker scheduled to arrive in the 
fall as a walk-on is true freshman Michael 
Ziifle out of Newnan, Georgia. Like Haynes, 
Ziifle has an intriguing personal story. He 
spent most of his life as a soccer star, never 
playing organized football until his senior 
year of high school when the new coach 
begged him to try the sport. Ziifle finally 
agreed and improved steadily throughout the 
year to the point where he wound up beating 
out several veteran kickers for post-season 
honors. His high school coach reports that 
Ziifle's late arrival to football limited his 
scholarship offers, making him amenable to 
walk-on at Alabama. 


KICKOFFS 
Often the placekicker will handle kickoff 
duties as well—but not always. Last season 
Lane Bearden wound up with the job after 
Pflugner pulled a muscle. Whether or not 
Bearden keeps that job will likely depend on 
who wins the placekicking job. If either 
Kemp or Haynes gets tabbed for the role, then 
Bearden sees kicks off, DuBose has said 
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Although Mike DuBose made his mark on defense as a player and as an 
assistant coach and coordinator, as head coach at Alabama he has made 


“opening up” the offense a primary goal. 


by J.E. Lisby 


ike DuBose, Southeastern Conference Coach of the Year and 
finalist for the Paul “Bear” Bryant national honor as the 
nation’s best college football coach. 

Mike DuBose, most underrated coach on the Alabama staff. 

Contradiction? Anomaly? Absurdity? Those words and more come 
to mind at consideration of the conflicting statements. The awards 
contradict the assessment. And yet, Alabama Assistant Head Coach 
Ronnie Cottrell (among others) is adamant on the point. 

Like all Tide coaches, Cottrell’s schedule is filled with speaking 
engagements all over the country, giving talks to Red Elephant Clubs 
and various alumni groups on the state of their beloved Crimson Tide. 
One of the points Cottrell consistently makes is that DuBose deserves 
more credit, not less, for the recent success of the Crimson Tide foot- 
ball team. 

When on-the-field performance is compared with public percep- 
tion-especially perception outside the immediate Bama 
family—Cottrell’s point becomes apparent. 

By any measure, last year’s Alabama team overachieved. After a 
rocky "98 season that included blow-out losses to Arkansas and 
Virginia Tech, along with streak-continuing defeats to Florida, 
Mississippi State and Tennessee, most pre-season polls had the Tide 
finishing no better than second in the Southeastern Conference 
Western Division. Then, just prior to the season, things went from 
not-so-good to terrible. DuBose admitted that he had previously lied 
about a private affair, setting off a firestorm of criticism and scrutiny 
that had many wondering whether the Tide Head Coach could survive 
the season. 

After it was finally announced that DuBose would continue as head 
coach, the focus turned to a young squad, still struggling to find its iden- 
tity. Seeming to start the year with two strikes against it, Alabama began 
with shaky victories over Vanderbilt and Houston, followed by a devas- 
tating defeat to Louisiana Tech. Like every football team, Alabama had 
suffered upset losses before. But in light of the recent controversy, many 
fans reacted by wondering when, not if, DuBose would lose his job. 

But like all really good tales, stop halfway through and you'll miss 
the best part. And so it was with the 1999 Bama season. 

Against all odds (and most expectations) the staff and the team 
came together. Despite setbacks and crippling injuries, the players and 
coaches worked even harder, focusing their attention on improving the 
team. And in the process, DuBose, his coaches and players accom- 
plished an amazing feat. Somehow, through force of will and dogged 
effort the team righted itself. Improving week by week, Alabama 
stormed through the SEC West and into the conference championship 
game. There, in front of a national audience in Atlanta’s Georgia Dome 
the squad brought back memories of storied Tide defenses from the 
past. Its dismantling of the once-mighty Gator offense earned Alabama 
a spot in the Bowl Championship Series on New Year's Day. And even 
a one-point overtime loss in the Orange Bowl to Michigan hardly dam- 
aged the Tide's reputation, with the team finishing up a consensus Top 
Ten pick. 

Despite the criticisms and scrutiny, in spite of the long odds and 
defying virtually everyone's expectations—all of that was accomplished 
under the leadership of Mike DuBose. 

Normally in the big-business world of college football, a champi- 
onship year is followed by the announcement of contract extensions 
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all around, including a healthy raise for the 
head coach. But unfortunately, nothing about 
last year was “normal” for Mike DuBose. 

Back in late summer when DuBose's per- 
sonal problems had become public, he and 
then Athletics Director Bob Bockrath had 
agreed that DuBose would stand good for the 
out-of-court settlement paid by The 
University to end the matter. DuBose agreed 
(actually, he insisted) to have his monthly 
salary reduced by $20,000 for 30 months, 
while also giving back the years from a previ- 
ous contract extension. 

Rightly or wrongly, the compromise was 
seen by most fans as “punishment” for 
DuBose’s behavior. So, despite the obvious 
accomplishments of his team, DuBose had to 
forgo the usual post-championship salary 
bump. He did receive a bonus for winning the 
SEC title (from a provision previously written 
into his contract) and the years taken away 
were returned (mainly to solidify his position 
in recruiting). But the current Southeastern 
Conference “Coach of the Year” remains sig- 
nificantly below the conference leaders in 
terms of salary. 

Underrated? Definitely. But DuBose himself 
readily admits that his own actions led to 
most of the criticism heaped on him last sea- 
son by friend and foe. A determinedly humble 
person, the native of Opp (DuBose is the first 
man since the legendary Paul Bryant to serve 


Mike DuBose’s Crimson Tide teams have shown 
steady improvement in each of his first three years 
as Alabama's head football coach. His 2000 squad 
has the potential to continue that trend. 
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say. Or, “The 
assistant coach- 
es turned that 
thing around.” Both statements are true, but 
also miss the point. Whose responsibility is it 
to develop senior leadership? Who assembles 
and directs the coaching staff? 

Its one of the subtle ironies surrounding 
Mike DuBose-and one that his harshest critics 
will probably never understand. When 
DuBose admits that he wasn't prepared to be a 
head coach and had to learn on the job, when 
he insists that for the team to be successful 
the players themselves must provide leader- 
ship, when he deflects credit to his assistant 
coaches for the team’s success...he’s simply 
telling the truth. 

But don't be fooled into thinking that his 
role as head coach is unimportant. And more 
importantly, don’t think that DuBose hasn't 
played a crucial role in returning Alabama to 
championship-contender status. A quick 
review of recent history is helpful. 

When DuBose accepted the head-coaching 
job at Alabama, for all his inexperience he 
began with a clearly thought-out plan. The 
former 21-year defensive assistant said he 
wanted to diversify the Tide attack so that 
opposing defenses couldn't key on the run. 
Though still a “work in progress,” that has 
been done, He said he wanted to change 
Alabama's offensive reputation. The run 
would not be abandoned, but diversity would 
entirce top quarterbacks and receivers in the 


Totals 
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742-259-44 731 


South to Tuscaloosa. Names like Tyler Watts, 
Freddie Milons, Antonio Carter—with more 
expected soon-prove that goal accomplished. 
A classic over-achiever as a defensive end 
during his playing days, DuBose said that 
Alabama had gotten away from proper 
emphasis on weight training and condition- 
ing, which had to change for the Tide to win 
the battle in the trenches. That task isn’t 
accomplished overnight, but under the lead- 
ership of Terry Jones (DuBose’s first appoint- 
ment when he named the former Tide star to 
head up Bama’s strength and conditioning 
program), Alabama has made definitive con- 
sistent progress in becoming a stronger, more 
physical squad. Once an undersized athlete, 
DuBose stated that players win games, and 
physically gifted players win championships. 
He insisted that Alabama had to recruit the 
best athletes in the country to stay on top and 
set about assembling an outstanding group of 
recruiters (led by Ronnie Cottrell) to do just 
that. Three stellar groups of signees later 
illustrate the effectiveness of his decisions. 
But most importantly, the former Tide letter- 
man who went 32-4, including three SEC 
titles and a national championship as a player 
at Alabama, stated that he intended to lead 
Alabama back to the upper level of college 
football. He wanted to build the program to 
the point where year-in and year-out the Tide 


will be mentioned as a team in the running 
for the national championship. That goal, of 
course, can only be accomplished over time. 
But Alabama is ranked in everyone's Top Five 
heading into 2000, an impressive first step. 

It's still very early in Mike DuBose's tenure 
as head coach. Multiple conference titles will 
be required before Bama fans speak (reverant- 
ly, at least) about the “DuBose Era” at The 
Capstone. And every “great” Tide coach has 
at least one national championship by his 
name. But early returns are good. 

So why are there still so many DuBose 
doubters around the conference? SEC football 
is a rough-and-tumble affair, involving the 
best athletes and coaches in America. Even 
talented coaches fail on a regular basis. And 
the criticisms—especially from rival fans—are 


Personal 
Born January 5, 1953, Opp, Alabama 
Married to the former Polly Ann Martin 
Children Juli Ann and Michael, Jr. 


Education 


1975 BS, Education, The University of Alabama 
1976 MS, Industrial Arts, The University of Alabama 


College Playing Career 

Lettered, 1972-74 (Defensive End) 

Team Record: 32-4-0 

SEC Championships: Three 

National Championships: One 

Statistics: 129 primary tackles, 71 assists, 26 tackles for losses of 155 yards, eight 
fumbles caused, six fumbles recovered, three passes broken up 

Honors: SEC Lineman of the Week, 1972 and 1973 


Coaching Career always severe, often bordering on vicious. The truth 
1975-Graduate Assistant, Alabama is that DuBose—because of the public lie, coupled 
1976-77—Assistant, Fairhope High School } _ with his slow starts in 97 and ‘98-gave his enemies 
1978-79-Head Coach/Director of Athletics, Prattville High School a sword. And they're not likely to stop twisting it in 
1980-81—Defensive Line, Tennessee-Chattanooga old wounds on their own. 

| 1982-Defensive Line, Southern Miss How are the skeptics satisrfied? How are the 
1983-86—Defensive Line, Alabama naysayers silenced? Can DuBose obtain the respect 
1987-89-Defensive Line, Tampa Bay Bucs (NFL) he’s earned and the long-term security he deserves? 
1990-96-Defensive Line, Alabama In truth, no amount of public relations will do the 
1996—Defensive Coordinator, Alabama job, and a hostile audience will always dismiss even 
1997-Present—Head Coach, Alabama the most heart-felt testimony. But DuBose does have 
Special Achievements: Coached seven first-round NFL draft choices, seven first- | one absolutely effective, ironclad method for turning 

team All-Americas, 14 All-SEC players and Lombardi public perception around. 

Trophy and Outland Trophy winners Win. And then win some more. What DuBose 
Honors: SEC Coach of the Year, 1999; finalist Paul “Bear” Bryant National accomplished last year was noteworthy. 

Coach of the Year, 1999; SEC Working Coach of the Year, 1991 and Nevertheless, so long as it remains singular, 
1994 doubters will forever plague him. 

Coaching Record: But follow up last season’s accomplishments with 
Record as Head Coach: 21-15 another SEC title, compete in another BCS game, 
SEC Championships: Four (three as assistant coach, one as head coach) play for the national championship over the next 
National Championships: One several years and win your share... Do all of that 
Bow! Participation and the summer of 1999, with all its embarrassment 
Player: 1973 Cotton, 1973 Sugar, 1975 Orange and turmoil, will be allowed to die. Accomplish 
Assistant Coach: 1983 Sun, 1985 Aloha, 1986 Sun, 1991 Fiesta, 1991 Blockbuster, those goals and DuBose won't just be a finalist for 
1993 Sugar, 1993 Gator, 1995 Citrus, 1997 Outback } the Paul “Bear” Bryant Coach of the Year award. 
Head Coach: 1998 Music City, 2000 Orange | He'll have one of his own. & 
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Tight Ends 


With no fewer than three titles (Assistant 
Head Coach, Recruiting Coordinator and 
Tight Ends Coach) to post on his office door, 
Ronnie Cottrell has more than his share of 
responsibility around the Alabama football 
complex. But he’s best known for the nation- 
ally ranked recruiting classes assembled under 
his direction, which are becoming common- 
place. When Mike DuBose hired Cottrell away 
from a super-successful Florida State pro- 
gram, the Brewton, Alabama native arrived 
with a mandate of returning the talent level at 
The Capstone to championship caliber. And 
as Cottrell begins his third year at Alabama, 
all indications are he’s done precisely that. 

Before returning to work for his home state 
university, Cottrell spent nine years at Florida 
State, eight in the crucial role of recruiting 
coordinator. During that time he helped 
Bobby Bowden assemble his powerhouse 
teams with five classes ranked either number 
one (1993, 1994, 1997) or number two 
(1991, 95) in the nation. In addition to his 
recruiting duties, Cottrell also coached middle 
linebackers and tight ends for the Seminoles. 

Prior to joining the FSU staff as a graduate 
assistant in 1989, Cottrell was a successful 
prep coach in Alabama at Kinston, Flomaton 
and W.S. Neal high schools respectively, put- 
ting together consecutive perfect seasons at 
Flomaton in ’86 and ’87. He is a 1983 gradu- 
ate of Troy State University, and he also did 
graduate work at FSU. Cottrell has coached in 


Assistant Head Coach, 
Recruiting Coordinator, 


Callaway 


Offensive Coordinator and 
Offensive Line Coach 


ALABAMA ASSISTANT 
FOOTBALL COACHES 


bowl games for 11 consecutive years. 
RECRUITING TERRITORY: 
Southwest Alabama, Northwest 
Florida (the Panhandle) and all areas 
outside of the Southeast 
COACHING STYLE/PHILOSOPHY: 

“T think that when it comes to 
recruiting you have to be organized, 
you have to have a plan. Being 
organized is certainly something I try 
to do. And our offensive philosophy 
requires that you be on top of things. 
You have to have a plan [or every sit- 
uation.” 

“Growing up my parents taught me 
to treat people the way you wanted to be treat- 
ed. One thing that's made a difference for me 
is having been a high school football coach 
myself, I look at things from a different per- 
spective from some college coaches. I've been 
in the same situation as those high school 
coaches; | know what those prospects are 
experiencing. | always try to put myself in the 
place of the person I'm recruiting or the coach 
that ’'m working with. I try to think about 
how they would want to be treated. 

“Being from Alabama we've got a ‘gold key’ 
that gives us the opportunity to get in the 
front door anywhere. Then hard work can fin- 
ish the recruitment. I don’t know that I do 
anything different from anybody else, except 
that I’m at a good program and I work very 
hard at what I do. I've been in a lot of situa- 
tions, but there’s no substitute for hard work. 

“Coach DuBose has accused me of recruit- 
ing second graders. That's not true. But I do 
believe that a lot of the great players in col- 
lege football history were very obvious as 
freshmen in high school. I think a lot of pro- 
grams wait until a player's senior year to 
recruit. What I try to do is compile a list and 
monitor their progress. | want to know who 
the top players are in the state of Alabama 
starting in the tenth grade. And if we can find 
out in the ninth grade, I want to know that.” 
COACHING INFLUENCES: 

“My high school coach, Frank Cotton, was 


On a staff as talented as 
Alabama's, there are plenty of 
candidates for “Most Valuable 
Assistant.” But given the basic 
precept that football games are 
won and lost along the line of 
scrimmage, Neil Callaway likely 
wins the “Most Invaluable” des- 
ignation uncontested. In fact, 
many would argue that 
Alabama's return to national 
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instrumental in my becoming a coach. | 
admire him and share a lot of his philosophy. 

“I was very fortunate to work for Charlie 
Bradshaw at Troy State who had served under 
Coach Bryant as his offensive line coach. He 
was extremely intense when it came to work 
habits and the organization of a football pro- 
gram. | also was able to work with Chan 
Gailey at TSU as well. 

“Being able to work and be around Bobby 
Bowden at Florida State was a blessing and 
opportunity. He had so much wisdom [rom so 
many years of coaching. 

“And frankly Mike DuBose has been an 
influence, too. Coach has got a well-defined 
philosophy in the way he wants things to be 
done. He’s really taught me a great deal, espe- 
cially about team building.” 

THOUGHTS ON ALABAMA: 

“Alabama’s tradition is just unmatched in 
college football. The networking of our pro- 
gram is incredible. Our fan support is simply 
outstanding. 

“When you go to a game at Alabama, it's a 
special event, the environment at Bryant- 
Denny Stadium. We've always got a large 
group of fans at away games. 

“We've always been known as a program 
that had class. That by itself makes this a 
truly special place. But what makes us special 
now is we've got a unique group of players. 
Men like Shaun Alexander, Chris Samuels and 
Cornelius Griffin from last year, and Kenny 
King, Freddie Milons, Andrew Zow, Tyler 
Watts, Paul Hogan, Griff Redmill. Not only 
are they good football players, but they're also 
good people.” 

SEASON OUTLOOK: 

“] really feel like we have enough talent to 
win the conference again. But we've got to 
play as a team. That's what made the group 
last year special-the fact that they were a 
team. If this squad can come together, | can 
see us repeating. I'd certainly like to see us in 
the BCS championship game.” 


prominence can be directly linked to January 
of 1997, when Mike DuBose convinced his 
friend and former roommate to return to his 
alma mater. 

Tough-minded, hard-nosed, old-school, 
demanding... all are appropriate descriptions 
when applied to this 22-year veteran of col- 
lege coaching. Though a Georgia native, 
Callaway came to Alabama to play for Coach 
Bryant and spent his early coaching years 
working with Pat Dye. Both taught him a love 


and respect for the game of football that he 
works to instill in his players. 

Nationally known for his ability to mold 
offensive lines, Callaway has coached four 
first-team All-Americas and 19 All-Conference 
athletes in his career, including last year's 
Outland Trophy winner in Chris Samuels. 
Callaway-coached teams have competed in 12 
bowl games and earned six conference titles. 

Entering his fourth year as coach at 
Alabama, Callaway began in 1997 as offensive 
line coach and assumed the additional 
responsibility of offensive coordinator in ‘98. 
Prior to that he held both posts at Houston 
from 1993-96. Before that, he worked with 
Coach Dye for 13 years, 11 at Auburn as 
offensive line coach, one at Wyoming in the 
same position and one as a graduate assistant 
at East Carolina. A three-year letterman at 
Alabama, Callaway participated in four bow] 
games and earned the 1977 Frank Thomas 
Award given to the most outstanding athlete 
on the squad. 

RECRUITING TERRITORY: As a coordinator 
for the Tide staff, Callaway doesn’t have a spe- 
cific recruiting territory. He stands available to 
travel anywhere as needed to assess talent. 
COACHING STYLE/PHILOSOPHY: 

“I would hope that referring to me as some- 
one who respects the game and demands a lot 
of his players would be a fair assessment. It 
can be traced back to the time when I was 
playing high school ball. The high school 
coaches that | had approached the game that 


It may be that no coach on the current Tide 
staff understands better the tradition of excel- 
lence associated with Alabama defense—and 
the difficulties in living up to that 
heritage-than Ellis Johnson. As defensive 
coordinator for Alabama, Johnson was in the 
lead car of that roller-coaster ride of a season 
last year. If he listened to talk radio (which he 
doesn’t), Johnson could have tracked his rep- 
utation from “goat” to “genius”—all in the 
course of a few months. Johnson’s young 
defense struggled mightily early in 1999. But 
then the unit righted itself with a series of 
stellar performances on the way to a conler- 


Defensive Coordinator and 
Outside Linebackers 


way. Then when I played for Coach Bryant 
here at The University, he was the same way, 
and I coached with Pat Dye for a long time, 
and he was similar. 

“LT think that calling me ‘old school’ would 
be an accurate assessment in some ways as far 
as my beliefs and philosophies-the things I 
want to do. But the game changes all the time 
and you've got to change with it. We certainly 
tury to make sure we stay on top of any inno- 
vations. 

“Size-wise, the players are certainly differ- 
ent today, And regarding handling today’s 
players, 1 think you have to handle them a lit- 
tle differently. But I still think you can be 
highly demanding of them. If they respect 
you and feel like you're helping them, then 
they will still respond. | think the biggest 
thing is the ‘want to.’ There are a lot of talent- 
ed guys who aren't playing, but have the abili- 
ty if it means enough to them. The biggest 
difference between the ones who play and 
those who don’t is desire, love of the game 
and really wanting to play. 

“It doesn’t matter who you're coaching, you 
try and make sure you do the best job possi- 
ble and teach them everything you can. 
Obviously some are more talented than oth- 
ers, but you want the young man to enjoy the 
experience and get everything he can out of 
it. | hope that I’m able to make the guys I 
coach better. I think that’s why I'm in it, to try 
and make people better. 1 think that’s the sole 
purpose for being in this profession, and 


ence championship. 

Often mentioned as a head 
coaching candidate in his 
own right, Johnson is enter- 
ing his fourth year in his 
“second term” on the Tide 
staff. He first coached outside 
linebackers for Alabama from 
1990-1993, including work 
with the storied 1992 nation- 
al championship defense that 
led the nation in rushing 
defense and total defense. He 
left Alabama for Clemson in 1994 and was 
serving the Tigers as defensive coordinator 
when Mike DuBose tabbed Johnson for the 
same position in Tuscaloosa. Since taking over 
the job for Alabama, Johnson has earned a 
reputation for predicting the future, as both 
players and coaches marvel at his uncanny 
ability to anticipate an opponent’ next play. 

In his 24-year coaching career, Johnson's 
resumé includes stops at The Citadel (1982), 
Gardner Webb (83), Appalachian State (84), 
East Carolina (1985-87) and Southern Miss 
(1988-89). He also spent six years in the 
South Carolina high school coaching ranks. 


hopefully, that’s what we do.” 
COACHING INFLUENCES: 

“[ think I'd go back to my high school 
coach, Godfrey Steiner at Central of Macon, 
Georgia. Then obviously Coach Bryant and 
then Coach Dye. Of course everybody you 
come in contact with you learn a lot from, but 
those three would be the main ones.” 
THOUGHTS ON ALABAMA: 

“You go back to the rich tradition and her- 
itage that we have. The fact that we've won 12 
national championships and the expectations 
that are extremely high. I'd say it’s the 
heritage, the tradition and the expectations 
that are here. 

“Hopefully my time here isn’t even close to 
over, but it’s been a lot of fun being a part of 
this program as a coach and as a player. It’s 
been very meaningful.” 

SEASON OUTLOOK: 

“I think we ought to be a good football 
team. There's been an awful lot of talk about 
it, and rightfully so. But at the same time, 
we're all smart enough to realize that the talk 
and the pre-season hype mean nothing. 
You've still got to go play the game each 
Saturday, that’s what counts. 

“The media and fans enjoy making predic- 
tions, and there’s certainly nothing wrong 
with it. I's good to be mentioned on those 
lists, but at the same time, none of that mat- 
ters. What counts is what you do on 
Saturdays between the white lines.” 


Johnson, a 1975 graduate of The Citadel, 
has coached in nine bowl games. 
RECRUITING TERRITORY: As a coordinator 
for the Tide staff, Johnson doesn’t have a spe- 
cific recruiting territory. He travels all over 
the South as needed to assess talent. 
COACHING STYLE/PHILOSOPHY: 

“Calling defensive sets is not ESP, I can 
promise you that. It’s just from studying film, 
studying your opponent, and trying to see the 
pattern, figuring out the percentages, discoy- 
ering the things that they like to do to set 
things up. Occasionally you have a gut feeling 
about something. But most of the time it’s just 
from lengthy film study. Trying to get a flow 
or a feel for how another coach calls a game, 
what they like to do. 

“IT think its important in that you have to get 
players in a position so that they'll have the best 
chance to make plays. But I do think that calls 
and schemes are secondary to players. Players 
making plays is how you win ballgames. 

“Simplicity is key. A lot of times coaches 
are guilty of coaching themselves and coach- 
ing coaches and blackboards. We can forget 
we're coaching 19- and 20-year-olds. In 25 
years of coaching experience you learn a lot 
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of football, and you can kid yourself some- 
times into thinking you can spill it all on a 
20-year-old and he can absorb it. It's taken 
you 25 years to learn it and you think he’s 
going to pick it up in two years. | think that’s 
also critical. 

“Whats’ kept coaching fun through the 
years are the players. They don’t change. 1 
don't care what anybody says. Young people 
are no different than they were 100 years ago. 
They're all hungry for discipline. They want to 
be motivated, they want to be coached and 
they want to succeed. At least the ones that 
come here do. And that’s our job. To help 
them accomplish that. If they could do it by 
themselves, then they wouldn't need coaches.” 
COACHING INFLUENCES: 

“1 had a lot of good teachers, but | have to 
talk about Coach Bobby Ross. He coached me 
in college and 1 worked for him one year as a 
student coach. From the standpoint of teach- 
ing and organization, the progression of how 
to teach a player technique, | probably 
learned as much football from him as any- 


Wide Receivers 


The epitome of a “player's coach,” Charlie 
Harbison enters his third year at Alabama 
with a well-deserved reputation as a man 
fiercely loyal to his athletes. As secondary 
coach for the Tide, Harbison stood by his 
players last year as they endured criticism for 
sporadic play early in the season. And with 
his guidance—along with hundreds of hours of 
extra work-the Bama defensive backs 
rebounded to have a good year. 

A native of Shelby, North Carolina, 
Harbison has an extensive background in 
coaching, including stints in the USFL, World 
League of American Football,and the Arena 
Football League. His college coaching resumé 
ears time au Gardner pels his alma 


body. I think I learned as much in that one 
year as the next ten years of my football 
career. 

“I couldn't go without mentioning Mike 
(DuBose). It’s kind of like having a reference 
book down the hall on defensive front play. 
He's been a real influence on me. Working 
with him now and having worked with him 
before, he’s been a real asset to me.” 
THOUGHTS ON ALABAMA: 

“Alabama, because of the history and tradi- 
tion and what it has accomplished, is a pro- 
gram that is obviously well known. But I tell 
the players ‘Great places don’t make people 
great; great people make places great.’ There 
have been just so many super people that 
have come before us at this institution who 
made it what it is. The athletes have to learn 
quickly that there's a privilege and a responsi- 
bility. They've got to understand that they've 
got to pick up the baton and carry it them- 
selves. You have to walk in some pretty big 
footprints. 

“Everybody's not cut out for it. A lot of 


was drafted by the Buffalo 
Bills in 1982 and spent the 
next two seasons playing for 
the Breaker organization in 
the USFL. In 1985 he made it 
to the NFL, spending two 
seasons with the Bills. 

Harbison is a graduate of 
Gardner Webb and has 
coached in four bowl games. 
RECRUITING TERRITORY: 
East Central Alabama, 
Northern Mississippi, the city of Atlanta and 
the state of North Carolina 
COACHING STYLE/PHILOSOPHY: 

“There's no question that my players come 
first with me. I use the word ‘family, because 
my athletes are my family. I love the kids, and 
I love what I do. 

“I want each of them to be the best he can 
be as a man and as a player. It’s important for 
him to improve every year he’s here, to go 
home a better man than when he came. 

“We tell the parents that we want their son 


to return to them a better person. And those 


aren't just words. They're our life here.” 
COACHING INFLUENCES: 
“Jim Washburn was my coach back in 


eighth grade and he’s with the Tennessee 
Titans now, He got me e back into coaching. I'll 


ember, he told me, ‘You do ae 


always reme 
raid the kids. Football needs a guy 


ou. He knew I loved the egame, 


people don’t want to coach under this kind of 
pressure, and a lot of kids can’t play under 
this kind of pressure. But | think that’s part of 
what makes people champions and makes us 
better. It makes you want to work harder and 
do things a little bit better.” 

SEASON OUTLOOK: 

“Coaches are always a little bit guarded 
with their comments. We don’t want to walk 
out on a limb and start bragging. But I do 
think this football team is at a point now 
where we can go on the field with anybody 
and know that if we play our best, we may 
win. We've got that level of talent now, we've 
got good leaders, we've got young men now 
to whom its very important to win. 

“I think the expectations are probably run- 
ning a little too high, but that’s good. That 
puts pressure on players and coaches and 
makes us better. | don’t think that we're a 
dominant football team yet, but I do think 
that we can go on the field with anybody we 
play. And if we play our very best, we've got a 
chance to win the ballgame.” 


the head coach of the Boston Breakers in the 
USEL. 

“In college, there were Tommy West at 
Clemson along with Charlie Bailey at UTEP. 

“And Ellis Johnson gave me my first colle- 
giate coaching job, as a student assistant at 
Gardner Webb College. He's been a big influ- 
ence in my life as a coach, a man and as a 
person. He's like a big brother to me. 

“And of course Coach DuBose, by bringing 
me to Alabama.” 

THOUGHTS ON ALABAMA: 

“Its the history that makes Alabama spe- 
cial. | remember growing up in North 
Carolina, watching The University play on 
television and listening to Keith Jackson call 
the game. “Bear” Bryant, Alabama football 
and Keith Jackson is like baseball and hot- 
dogs in the summertime. As a little boy ’'m 
watching them on TV, and now I’m walking 
around the campus. 

“I want to be a part of the tradition, so that 
one day when my son gets older and folk 
look back talking about Alabama football, 
maybe they might mention my name. I just 
want to make certain that I strive to make a 
difference.” 

SEASON OUTLOOK: 
“AIl'l can say is I'm looking forward to that 


first game. We can’t win the last one (champi- 
onship game), unless we win that first one.” 


We haye to raise the bar. We can't let our- 


On hand for the four most recent Alabama 
national championships (1973, 1978, 1979, 
1992), Jeff Rouzie understands as well as any- 
one what it takes to win a national title. 
Beginning as a student coach back in 1972, 
Rouzie’s coaching calendar spans three 
decades. Altogether as either a player or 
coach, Rouzie’s Alabama years include 176 
victories, 17 bowl games, nine SEC titles, and 
four national championships. And still count- 
ing. 

Rouzie had begun an all-star career at The 
Capstone (he was named the Most Valuable 
Lineman in the 1970 Bluebonnet Bowl), when 
an automobile accident forced his retirement 
from football. Alabama opening this season in 
Los Angeles sparks one memory of Rouzie the 
player. Although the result was not good for 
Bama when the Crimson Tide opened the 
1970 season against Southern Cal, and 
although Sam Cunningham had a great day 
rushing for the victorious Trojans in Legion 
Field, one of the hardest tackles of that or any 
other college football game was delivered to 
Cunningham from linebacker Rouzie. After 
the accident, Rouzie spent his final two years 
as a student coach, before graduating from 
Alabama in 1973. Three years as a high 
school coach in his native Florida followed, 
before returning to Alabama as linebackers 
coach (1977-81). For the next ten years 
Rouzie worked away from football, but 
returned in 1991 when Gene Stallings was 


Quarterbacks 


Since being brought in two years,ago to 
coach quarterbacks and help revamp 
Alabama’s playbook, Charlie Suibbs has’ left 
an indelible mark on the Tide offense. A 


native of Charleston, South Carolina, Stubbs — 


Inside Linebackers 


Charlie 
Stubbs 


named head coach. From 
1991 to present, Rouzie has 
worked with the Tide line- 
backers in some fashion. 

Rouzie has coached three 
All-Americas (Barry Krause, 
Thomas Boyd and Dwayne 
Rudd), 10 All-SEC athletes, 
and currently has three for- 
mer players in the NFL. And 
in 17 years of coaching, 
Rouzie’s teams have partici- 
pated in 15 bowl games. 
RECRUITING TERRITORY: Southeastern 
Alabama; the Jacksonville, Florida area; and 
South Georgia 
COACHING STYLE/PHILOSOPHY: 

“I don’t mind being called ‘old school.’ And 
I hope that people see how I respect the 
game. I still think football comes down to 
fundamentals. If you look at the teams that 
end up getting into the championships, 
they're always the teams that usually can run 
the fastest and block and tackle the best. I 
think that’s where you start with everything in 
football. 

“Absolutely football is something that I 
enjoy. To me it's a great game. It’s one of the 
games that you still teach values of oneness, 
working together even with a lot of different 
personalities. The benefits that you can get 
from playing the game later on in life are 
numerous, 

“The key to recruiting is looking the kid in 
the eye and being honest with him. One thing 
about young men, they’re hard to fool.” 
COACHING INFLUENCES: 

“I'd have to go all the way back to my high 
school head coach, Bob Williams, and my 
high school position coach, Monte Crook. 

“Then, when I got to Alabama it was like a 
‘who's who’ of coaching. Coach Bryant was 
here and Ken Donahue had a great influence 
on me. Coach Pat Dye was my position coach. 
John David Crow and Bill Oliver had a great 


attended college and worked 
as a graduate assistant at 
Brigham Young, learning the 
passing offense from the likes 
of LaVell Edwards and Mike 
Holmgren in the process. He 
was a graduate assistant with 
the Cougar squad that won 

YU's lone national champi- 
onship. 

The idea is to create a bal- 
anced offense, one equally 
capable of attacking a defense 
on the ground or in the air, depending on 
opportunity. And since taking over game-day 


responsibilities for play-calling, Stubbs has led 


the way toward that goal. He brings a calm, 


almost cerebral mindset to his job of develop-_ 


“Martin (1995) and U 


influence on me. Richard Williamson, Jimmy 
Sharpe, Jack Rutledge and Mal Moore, you 
can go on and on. I’ve been surrounded with 
really great people, and that’s the key.” 
THOUGHTS ON ALABAMA: 

“You have to go all the way back to Wallace 
Wade in the 1920s; winning the national 
championship and going to the Rose Bowl; 
being the first team from the South to win the 
Rose Bowl. Then you build on all of that, and 
when you're the next group in, you know that 
you've got all of that to live up to. It's a matter 
of expectations, and in our case that’s good. 
Any time a kid puts on that crimson jersey, 
he's representing all those great players and all 
those great teams that have come before him. 

“I grew up in Jacksonville, Florida and 
that’s the reason I came. I wanted to be on a 
championship team; I wanted to play for 
Coach Bryant. It was one of the best decisions 
lL ever made in my life. 

“It's a great place, but it’s not for everybody. 
The demands on these players are great. Our 
mission, our goal every year is to win the 
national championship. That’s kind of a tough 
thing to live up to.” 

SEASON OUTLOOK: 

“I think the expectations are extremely 
high. And more importantly I think our play- 
ers’ expectations are extremely high. But there 
are some things that have got to happen. 
We've got to start this summer by working 
together. We've got to build some winners 
with senior leadership. And we've got to have 
a little luck during the year with injuries. 

“Some of those intangible things have got 
to come into play. I've been on national cham- 
pionship teams and everything has got to 
kind of fall into place. But certainly if we take 
care of business playing in the Southeastern 
Conference with our schedule, and we just 
take one game at a time, then we should be in 
a position to where we can end up with an 
opportunity.” 


ing Alabama's quarterbacks. And he is also 
developing a reputation for keeping even the 
best opposing coaches off-balance during 
games, evidenced by twin victories over 
Florida last season. 

After receiving his Masters from BYU in 
1984, Stubbs worked at a variety of coaching 
positions on the college and high school level. 
He spent seven years at Oregon State (’85- 
1991) where he handled receivers, tight ends, 
quarterbacks and ended up as offensive coor- 
dinator. After a three-year stint as a high 
school head coach in his native South 
ay (Boiling Springs), Stubbs returned to 

the college ranks, as offensive coordinator and 
quarterbacks coach at Memphis (1994), UT- 

LV (1996-1907). 
In 1998, he accepted ron DuBose 's offer 
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(and challenge) to help re-invent the Bama 
offense in the official capacity of quarterbacks 
coach. His first game on the Tide staff was a 
38-31 victory over his alma mater, BYU. As a 
coach, Stubbs has participated in four bowl 
games. 

RECRUITING TERRITORY: West Alabama 
(Tuscaloosa area); the Tampa, Florida, area; 
and South Carolina 

COACHING STYLE/PHILOSOPHY: 

“I learned football with an emphasis on the 
mental aspect, from coaches that had a cere- 
bral style, and I think it probably fits my per- 
sonality. | try to be very organized and try to 
project potential problems, anticipate and be 
a step ahead. As an offensive coach, you have 
to think that way. You always want to be sev- 
eral plays ahead. 

“1 try to identify the players’ strengths so 
that I can call a game that matches their abili- 
ties instead of what I might want. A good 
quarterbacks coach has to be someone the 
players can trust. You've got to have credibili- 
ty with your kids and also have poise, because 
they're going to take their cue from your tem- 
perament. If you're frazzled or falling apart, 
then they'll be as well. In crunch times, they 
need to know that they can rely on you. 

“1 believe that if you feel satisfied, then 
you're usually going the other way. There isn’t 


Wide Receivers 


Not yet 30-years-old, Dabo Swinney is the 
youngest member of the Tide coaching staff, 
but his career at Alabama has already includ- 
ed nine bowl games as player and coach. 
Swinney begins his eighth year as an assistant 
coach for Alabama but his 12th as a full-time 
member of the Tide family, having first 
arrived in 1989 as a walk-on wide receiver. 
After clawing his way up the depth chart for 
two coaching staffs, Swinney wound up a 
three-year Bama letterman, ending his career 
in style in the 1992 national championship 
game versus Miami. 

Former Tide head coach Gene Stallings 
spotted Swinney’s potential and added him to 
his staff asa graduate assistant. For the next 
ae years, Swin rked in the strength 

nidit ee and with the Tide 
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a day that passes that I’m not thinking of a lit- 
tle something that can give us the edge. 
Before the games during the week, 
Wednesday and Thursday I start with my 
game sheet and play the games in my mind. 
I'll quiz myself, ‘Third and three, what's your 
best call? What are you going to do?’ In those 
actual situations, | don’t have time to hesitate 
so I go through it in advance. There's a lot of 
mental preparation that takes place prior to 
calling any kind of game.” 

COACHING INFLUENCES: 

“LaVell Edwards, my head coach at BYU 
taught me that you can be successful as a 
coach and as a family man. You can be good 
at both; you don’t have to sacrifice one for the 
other. That really sold me on the profession. 
He also taught me that the forward pass can 
be a great equalizer. 

“lL also coached with Mike Holmgren at 
BYU who has now gone on from Green Bay to 
Seattle. I learned so much about how to han- 
dle quarterbacks from his expertise. I always 
talk with him; ask a key question and he'll 
help.” 

THOUGHTS ON ALABAMA: 

“There's no question that Alabama is spe- 
cial. Frankly, I didn’t realize how much until I 
came here. I knew the tradition, | knew all 
the great players and championships before | 


1996, as Swinney was named 
a full-time coach for 
Alabama, working with 
receivers and tight ends. In 
1997 when Mike DuBose 
was named head coach, he 
kept Swinney on staff in 
charge of tight ends, before 
moving him to his current 
responsibility as receiver 
coach in 1998. 

Known as an effective 
recruiter, Swinney also han- 
dles the Tide walk-on program, processing 
hundreds of applicants each year. In that role, 
his background as a walk-on player who 
earned a starting role and scholarship is 
invaluable. 

Swinney was a multi-sport athlete in high 
school in Pelham, starring in football, base- 
ball and basketball. He continues to enjoy 
golf and basketball in his spare time. 
RECRUITING TERRITORY: Birmingham 
area, East Central Florida, East Tennessee and 
Central Georgia (below Atlanta) 

COACHING STYLE/PHILOSOPHY: 

“My goal as a coach is for when these guys 
leave here, I want them to feel like I helped 
them, That's from my last walk-on all the way 
up to my best player. Because the reason I’m 
oe is because a lot of people made a differ= 
ce in my life. People gave me an opportuni- 
ys 1k pptance ‘on me and oie inl 
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came. But until I got here I didn’t understand. 
When you get in some of these big games 
with rivals like Tennessee, Florida and 
Auburn. It really matters in this conference. 
And not just to the fans. It's really big-time 
football. 

“And the teams Alabama plays are so com- 
petitive. Nobody ever gives up. Every team is 
going to be chomping at the bit to get after 
Alabama-we're everybody's key game. They 
would love to get a notch in their belt by 
beating us. You'd better be ready to play or 
they can beat you. 

“Overall, nothing tops Alabama. This is a 
special place.” 

SEASON OUTLOOK: 

“The biggest challenge for us is that we did 
have some success last year. And we know 
how that came, through hard work and play- 
ing as a team.” 

“We also need to challenge ourselves to 
improve and elevate our game. If we do that, 
then I believe we'll be in a good position at the 
end of the year. I’m personally excited. I like 
our offensive progress over the last two sea- 
sons. We were okay the first year, much better 
the second year, and I’m anxious for us to take 
it up another notch or two this season.” 


“I think I can relate to today’s players and 
my ability to communicate is important. I 
pride myself on being a teacher and being fair. 

“I want to be a difference-maker on this 
staff. | want to be a guy who can do some of 
everything. That's my goal.” 

COACHING INFLUENCES: 

“My high school coach, Billy Tohill, who 
recently passed away was important to me. 
Coach Tohill believed in me as a player. He 
believed that | could play at Alabama, and 
that was a big reason that I chose to walk-on. 
He told me | could. 

“Tommy Bowden is a great teacher. He's not 
a yeller, but a teacher. He taught me to treat 
everybody the same. I learned things from 
him that J still use today. 

“T literally couldn’t stand Woody McCorvey 
when he first came in here. 1 had worked 
hard to improve and get where I was, then the 
whole staff left and I’m back down at the bot- 
tom. I was around here six months and he 
never said my name, and I don’t think he 
knew my name. But my sophomore year, 
because of injuries, he gave me an opportuni- 
ty: | know that he went to bat for me. He put 
faith in me and was a big influence in my life. 

“I can't even begin to explain how much 
Gene Stallings influenced my life. To be hon- 

est, 1 learned more from him after he left than 
when he was here. He was avery strong man, 
~ and Twill take'the things he taught me the 
rest of 1 oF ay life. he I look forward to giv- 


ing someone the opportunity that he gave me. 

“And Coach DuBose didn’t have to keep me 
on when he took the job. The easiest thing 
for him to do was to bring somebody in here 
that he was more comfortable with. He's hung 
in there with me and he’s taught me a lot. | 
think we've both grown together.” 
THOUGHTS ON ALABAMA: 

“There is only one Alabama, It's like no 
other program. In this state all there is, is 
Alabama football. They talk about Tide foot- 
ball year-round. Who we're playing, who 
we're recruiting, who we're not recruiting, 
spring ball. It’s just incredible to be a part of 
it. 

“I've been here through the good and the 
bad. As a player, I was 29-2 in the 31 games I 
played in. I didn’t experience a lot of losing. 
Then I went through one bad year and 7-5 
isn’t a great year at Alabama by any means. 
When you're losing at Alabama, it’s tough. It 
doesn’t matter if you lose one game, two 
games or five. It’s tough. 


Defensive Line 


Having just completed his first season at 
Alabama, Lance Thompson is the newest 
member of the Tide staff, but hardly the least 
talented. As the third position coach in three 
years for the defensive line, Thompson's job 
last season wasn't easy. But he jumped in with 
a characteristic enthusiasm and energy that 
soon won over his athletes. And despite los- 
ing four critical members from last season's 
stellar unit, the Tide D-Line is once again 
expected to be a strength for Alabama in 
2000. 

Prior to joining the Tide staff, Thompson 
coached exclusively at Georgia Tech, handling 
a variety of responsibilities for the Yellow 
Jackets. From graduate assistant, Thompson 
in turn became a volunteer assistant, director 
of football operations, and tight ends coach, 
before winding up as defensive line coach at 
Tech. He also was recruiting coordinator. 
Entrenched as a yaluable member of the Tech 
staff, Thompson's decision to accept DuBose’s 
offer and move to Tuscaloosa wasn't easy. But 


the lure of linking himself to the-Alabama tra- » 


dition persuaded him to make the move. 


A native of Riveriale, Georgia, ea ¢- 
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Thompson 


“We're everybody's big game. We're the 
game that everybody's got starred. It just goes 
deep. Alabama's been beating people for so 
long. 

“That's what it means to be a part of this 
program at Alabama. When you win, it's 
expected. When you lose, goalposts get torn 
down. That's what it means to beat Alabama. I 
don’t remember goalposts being torn down 
when we won the national championships. | 
don’t remember the goalposts being torn 
down when we won the SEC championship. 
Why? Because it’s expected. At Alabama, you 
have an edge. The edge at Alabama is when 
you walk out on that field in those Crimson 
jerseys and cross that line, you're expected to 
win.” 

SEASON OUTLOOK: 

“I'm as excited as I've ever been about the 
program. But what people have to understand 
is that there's a fine line between winning 10 
ballgames and going 13-0. A fine line. It’s a 
blocked punt, a dropped pass, a key field 


played football for The 
Citadel, graduating in 
1987 after starting four 
years at linebacker. 
During his college career, 
he earned All-Southern 
Conference honors. 
Thompson has coached in 
five bowl games, includ- 
ing the 1991 Citrus Bowl 
that capped Georgia Tech’s 
national championship 
season. 

RECRUITING TERRITORY; Southern 
Mississippi, East Central Georgia (not Atlanta 
proper), Louisiana, and Texas 

COACHING STYLE/PHILOSOPHY: 

“I'd hope that people would think of me as 
a motivator. I always want my athletes to 
understand that their life is about their choic- 
es. With the ability they've been given, the 
choices they make will determine how good a 
player they become. I try to get them to 
understand, to open their eyes and realize 
their talent and what they can accomplish. If 
you can do that, it makes coaching fun, 
because then they're working with you. 

“l wake up in the morning really looking 
forward to my job. Really to me, coaching 
isn’t a job; its a lifestyle. I've always been 
taught that in your life you should give to a 
cause greater than yourself. To me the most 
rewarding thing is when you see another per- 
son getting better because of your efforts. In 
the end'thatll make you better. 

“T like to tell the guys that ‘Football is life, 


but life is much more than football.’ 1 ler 


them, ‘You’ ye been playing football since’ OU 
were six, but ispoing tend for you one 2 
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goal, a couple of great defensive stops; it’s a 
real fine line. 

“We've got a lot of talent on this team. | 
know as a coach you're supposed to say, ‘Well, 
we might be good but...’ But I like to say it 
plainly. Looking at the schedule on paper, we 
can win every one of them. But also, in this 
conference you can line up and lose on any 
Saturday, 

“The key for us will be bringing it all 
together and having that great chemistry. We 
need to have players working in the off-sea- 
son to come together, so when we do get in 
those situations where we have to make that 
kind of a play then we can dig down and get 
it done. 

“The most talented squads don’t always 
win, but the best TEAMS win the champi- 
onships. We've got to make sure that coming 
out of fall practice we're 100 per cent team, 
unselfish. Everybody knows his role and is 
willing to perform his role. ..coaches, players, 
managers, trainers.” 


But the lessons it teaches will carry you 
through in life.’ Its a demanding game; it’s not 
an easy game. But that’s what makes it so spe- 
cial. Not everybody chooses to play it, but not 
everybody could play it if they did. 

“Sometimes I get animated and I know that 
might not always be the best way to handle it. 
In my heart I want what’ best for the player. 
But I’m not above getting on their butts and 
correcting them either.” 

COACHING INFLUENCES: 

“My high school coach, Bill Kennedy, 
pushed me. As a teenager in high school, 
sometimes you think you've got all the 
answers, but he made me conform and do the 
right thing. 

“At Georgia Tech | worked for Bobby Ross 
who is one of the best coaches out there. 
Sylvester Croom, his offensive coordinator 
with the Detroit Lions, paid him a great com- 
pliment when he said that Coach Ross's char- 
acter was similar to Coach Bryants, 

“Bill Lewis (now with the Miami Dolphins) 
and Coach O'Leary now the head coach at 
Georgia Tech were also influences. 

“And then I came here and Coach DuBose 
is known nationally as one of the best defen- 
sive line coaches in the country. I’m very for- 
tunate in that I’ve got such a great resource.” 
THOUGHTS ON ALABAMA: 

“Places aren't special in and of themselves. 
But the a who came before you and the 


Coach Swinney- they're all linked to Alabama's 
championship tradition. And now to have a 
chance to be linked to it yourself is a great 
privilege. Its also very humbling. You know 
there’s been an expectation, a sacrifice made by 
men before you to make this a special place. 
And now with our 21st SEC championship, 
I've linked myself to something special. 

“Here we've got great athletes, an excellent 


ivy 


Running Backs 


As running backs coach for Alabama since 
1994, Ivy Williams has presided over a string 
of outstanding backs, including Sherman 
Williams, Dennis Riddle, Curtis Alexander, 
Ed Scissum and last season’s Heisman Trophy 
candidate and All-America, Shaun Alexander. 
In 2000, the beat should continue as Dustin 
McClintock and Shaun Bohanon lead a talent- 
ed group of runners for the Tide with 
Ahmaad Galloway, Brandon Miree, Marvin 
Brown and Santonio Beard all expected to 
develop into outstanding players. 

Of course it’s possible that all that talent 
and ability during Williams’ tenure at The 
Capstone is coincidence—nothing but mere 
happenstance. Possible, yes. But not likely. 

When he was named head coach in 1997, 
one of Mike DuBose’s easiest decisions was to 
retain Williams as coach of the running 
backs. And its definitely not one he regrets. 
“It's certainly no accident that Ivy has had so 
many good running backs in a row,” DuBose 
said. “It's due to a couple of things. First, he’s 
a great evaluator of talent. And then he’s also 


Terry 
Jones 


Strength and 
_ Conditioning 


coaching staff with great camaraderie and ter- 
rific fans. They're demanding, but hell, they 
should be demanding. This is Alabama.” 
SEASON OUTLOOK: 

“I tell every group I talk to that at Alabama 
the expectation is to win. With the players 
we've got coming back, we've got the talent 
and coaches to win every game. But with that 
expectation has to come a lot of sacrifice, 


a great coach, easily one of 
the best at this position in 
college football. You put 
those two together, and he's 
going to have good players.” 

Beginning his seventh year 
at Alabama, Williams has 29 
years of coaching experience 
overall. And 17 of those 
years have been spent coach- 
ing running backs in high 
school, college and the pros. 
“Ivy Williams is just a foot- 
ball coach,” DuBose said. “You can take Ivy 
and put him at any position on the field and 
he'd be successful.” 

After graduating from Xavier in 1971 and 
earning a master’s degree the following year, 
Williams embarked on a coaching career that 
has carried him from one end of the nation to 
the other. After serving as a graduate assistant 
for one year at his alma mater, he worked for 
one year (1973) as running backs coach at 
Middletown (Ohio) High School before moy- 
ing up to the college ranks at Marshall the 
following year. Williams then coached run- 
ning backs again for Kansas State for three 
seasons (1975-77) and then receivers at New 
Mexico State in 1978. His next stops were 
Kansas (1979-81) and Arizona State (1982- 
84). Williams followed that with a two-year 
stint in the pros, coaching running backs 
coach for the Detroit Lions. Akron was next 
(1987-88) and then five years at Texas Tech 
(1989-93) before Gene Stallings brought him 
to Tuscaloosa. 


If you set out to build a football 
coach, one capable of handling the 
dual responsibilities. of role model and 
disciplinarian, a man with actual expe- 
rience in big-time college and profes- 
sional football and a man who also 
loves Alabama, he’d look an awful lot 
like Terry Jones. Entering his 13th year 
at The Capstone, Jones manages to 
pull off the seemingly contradictory 
roles of hard-nosed taskmaster in the 
weight room and sympathetic ‘father 
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preparation and as coaches we've got to be 
demanding of the players. 

“The fun in football is in winning. That's 
why Alabama is so special, because every 
week, we expect to win. This season I think 
the expectation should be to win every game. 
And we should.” 


Williams’ extensive experience coaching 
offensive football makes him a valuable mem- 
ber of the Tide staff. “He does a great job 
coaching on the field,” DuBose said. “He gets 
very close to the kids—cares about them. 
Additionally, Ivy does a great job in recruit- 
ing. He's just the complete package.” 

As a position coach, Williams has devel- 
oped All-Americas at both Alabama and Texas 
Tech and numerous all-conference players as 
well. Known as an extremely demanding 
coach, Williams insists that all his athletes 
perform up to their abilities. “Ivy demands an 
awful lot out of his players, but he also gives 
an awful lot,” DuBose explained. “This is a 
tough game. I enjoy watching him work. Ifa 
player's a great athlete, but he can be a little 
bit better, then Ivy’s not satisfied with him. 
He's satisfied only when the athlete plays as 
well as he can possibly play. That's what a 
coach is supposed to do. 

“You watch Ivy coach his kids and know 
that every year he’s going to have good run- 
ning backs. Our job as coaches is to help 
them be the best that they can be. And that’s 
precisely what Ivy demands of them.” 

A star athlete himself at Xavier, Williams 
was a four-year letterman (1968-71) who led 
his team in scoring and receiving. In college, 
he received numerous honors, including 
being named team captain. Williams has 
coached in eight bowl games. 

RECRUITING TERRITORY: North Alabama, 
South Florida (including Miami), West 
Tennessee (including Memphis), Kentucky, 
and Arkansas. 


figure’ to many of his athletes. 

When Mike DuBose was named head coach 
at Alabama, one of his top priorities was turn- 
ing the Tide into a more physical team, As 
head coach. for strength and conditioning, it’s 
Jones’ responsibility to build the squad into 
the strongest, fastest and most agile team pos- 
sible. World-class athletes aren't ‘made’ 
overnight. It literally takes years.of consistent 
hard work and effort. But Jones-along with 
Steve Martin and the rest of his'staff-has 
made clear progress over the last few years. 


No longer a ‘finesse team,’ Alabama now has 
the ability to win the battle on both sides of 
the line of scrimmage-against even the tough- 
est opponents. 

After spending eight years in the NFL with 
the Green Bay Packers, Jones worked for one 
year as a teacher before returning to Alabama 
in May of 1988 to work as an assistant in the 
weight room. During his college career, Jones 
was a standout offensive lineman before mov- 
ing to nose guard to make room for future 
NEL Hall-of-Famer Dwight Stephenson at 
center. While Jones played for Alabama, the 
Tide won three SEC titles and three bowl 
games (the Sugar Bowl twice and the Liberty 
Bowl). 

Jones graduated from Alabama in 1978. 
During his tenure on the staff, Alabama has 
played in nine bowl games. 

COACHING STYLE/PHILOSOPHY: 

“As a strength coach you've got to be 
tough-you've got to have a strong hand and 
push them. Then if you've knocked them 
down, you've got to get them up and pat 
them on the back. You've got to let them 
know you still love and care about them-that 
you're 100 percent behind the kid. It's impor- 
tant to let them know that you're not just 
here to break him down, but you want to see 
him become a better player and a better per- 
son. 

“| think the guys have got to realize that 
football is coming to an end. And they've got 
to prepare themselves to be a man. Face the 
fact that you're going to have kids and a fami- 
ly, and you have to be able to provide for your 


Trainer 


Having been raised nearby, educated in 
Tuscaloosa public schools, the recipient of 
two degrees from The University, and having 
spent his entire professional career in the 
area, Rodney Brown comes by his attachment 
to Bama naturally. As the head athletic trainer 
for football, it’s Brown's responsibility to work 
ona daily basis with the squad, overseeing 
rehabilitation work, advising on preventative 
conditioning programs and proyiding ‘on-site’ 
attention to the yarious injuries that accom- 
pany a football team. 

Brown’s introduction to athletic training 


Rodney 
Brown 


them. What we teach them in the weight 
room will translate to a regular job. You'll 
learn how to work, so that when you leave 
the game of football you'll be prepared. 

“I guess my personality helps. | love work- 
ing with the kids, and I'm not scared to call a 
player's mom or dad and tell them their kid is 
acting up. That's the relationship 1 want to 
have with the guys. I want them to know that 
I'm genuine and that I care about them. This 
will be almost 14 years for me here at Alabama 
soon. I've got guys that call me all the time 
because of the relationships I’ve built. 

“It’s definitely still fun. Its a challenge that 
never ends. The challenge is to take a high 
school kid that’s undeveloped and within two 
years-if he works hard and follows the proto- 
col, does what he’s supposed to do-you can 
see his body change. That's a great feeling.” 
COACHING INFLUENCES: 

“Tl have to go back to Washington County 
High School in Sandersville, Georgia, and 
think of a guy named Albert Carson—and Jim 
Wiggins as well. They were the guys that got 
me started playing football. Coach Carson 
helped me enjoy football. At that age a coach 
can make you love the game or hate it. He 
introduced me to the game and taught me 
what it takes to be a winner and a work ethic 
all the way back in the eighth grade. 

“In college I came to Alabama to play for 
Coach Bryant. He's the guy that showed me 
the way and taught me so much. And Ken 
Donahue coached me on defense at Alabama. 
He was a hard worker who helped me make it 
to the NFL. 


came as a student at The 
Capstone, taking the course 
‘Care and Prevention of 
Athletic Injuries’ under 
Alabama's long-time trainer, 
Sang Lyda. Intrigued by the 
work, Brown kept the field in 
mind as he began his coach- 
ing career, seeking additional 
training whenever possible. 
He enjoyed athletic training 
and eventually decided to 
become fully certified and 
move from coaching into the field full-time. 
While serving in dual roles as coach and 
trainer at Tuscaloosa County High School, 
Brown made the short trek daily to the 
Alabama campus to work as an apprentice 
under Jim Goosetree and Lyda, 

After becoming fully certified, Brown 
helped found a sports medicine program with 
a local hospital, the goal of which was to 
school athletic trainers and provide service to 
area high schools. Brown’s association with 
that program lasted 12 years, but hesoon 
added the extra duty of working with 


“Then I played for Bart Starr at Green Bay 
with Coach Hannah as my position coach. 

“Rich Wingo was the guy that hired me 
here at Alabama. Along with Rocky Colbrun 
he helped me in strength and conditioning. 
Without those two, | wouldn't be where I’m at 
today. They taught me a lot, and Rich took a 
chance on me. 

“Then after I got here | worked with Coach 
Al Miller. He's a great guy who has helped me 
develop this program. He taught me not just 
what to do, but how to do it. I'm lucky to 
have a network of coaches in strength and 
conditioning that I can fall back on.” 
THOUGHTS ON ALABAMA: 

“It’s the people that make Alabama unique. 
We've got caring people all around. The envi- 
ronment is just special. 

“To me, Alabama is the only place I want to 
work. The organization, the staff, you’ve got 
great people around here. You can't beat it.” 
SEASON OUTLOOK: 

“We should be good-better than we were 
last year. If we avoid injuries, we'll be fine.” 

“A lot will depend on what the kids want 
to do. If they come to play this fall and we get 
through the season mostly injury-free, then 
we should be good. But it will depend on the 
players. 

“They're mostly all here during the summer 
working out. If they give the effort this sum- 
mer, then we're going to be a quality 
team—because I’m going to work them.” 


Alabama as an assistant trainer for football 
with primary responsibility for rehabilitation. 
And when Bill McDonald moved into the 
position of director of sports medicine, Brown 
was hired full-time at The Capstone. 

Certified by the National Athletic Trainers 
Association, Brown has taught for nine years 
in Alabama’s Athletic Training Education 
Program. Along with Assistant Athletic 
Trainer Bernard Burroughs, he supervises stu- 
dent trainers from The University’s Athletic 
Training program assigned to work with the 
football team as part of their clinical training. 

A double graduate of Alabama (Bachelor's 
76, Master's 82), Brown is a member of the 
National Athletic Trainers’ Association, 
National Strength and Conditioning 
Association, American College of Sports 
Medicine, Southeastern Athletic Trainers’ 
Association and the Alabama Athletic 
Trainers’ Association, of which he is a past 
president. 

CAREER INFLUENCES: 

“I'd certainly start by naming Jim Goosetree 
and ‘Sang’ Lyda as men who influenced me to 
develop professionally. And Dr. William A. 
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Taylor, an orthopedist here years ago for The 
University, encouraged me as well. But my 
father, John T. Brown, was probably the main 
influence in my life.” 

THOUGHTS ON ALABAMA: 

“The tradition and the standards that 
Coach Bryant established make Alabama spe- 
cial. Of course the people who were here 
before him began the heritage. But I think the 


atmosphere, the mystique, and the traditions 
really became entrenched with Coach Bryant. 

“Alabama has been a strong influence on 
my life. 1 grew up during the years Coach 
Bryant was here. | think it was that legacy, 
begun by those before and built on by him 
that makes this program so special.” 
SEASON OUTLOOK: 

“I think the team has great potential. If 


a 


these kids can come together like they did 
last year, then we have the opportunity to 
have a really great season. 

“We need to get some of these key people 
well, get their rehab done and get them ready 
to play. But I think they potentially can have a 
real good year. I’m very optimistic. I feel good 
about the year, and I’m excited about it.” 


0*It* Yourself Crafts 


1909 Oxmoor Road 


Birmingham, Alabama 


868-4346 www.DoltYourselfCrafts.com 


| *Scrapbooking * Rubber Stamping * Painted Glassware* | 
_*Candles * Kids Crafts * Parties * More!!! | 


A New Type of Craft Store! 


We have the space to work and the tools you need for your 


Favorite craft projects! 
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e are now approaching the time 

when The Number will become a 

part of college football news. With 
a decent year Penn State Head Coach Joe 
Paterno will surpass 323, the record number 
of victories attained as a college head coach 
by Alabama’s Paul Bryant. Not long after 
Paterno breaks the mark, Bobby Bowden of 
Florida State could eclipse the record. 

And the most interesting thing about it is 
that no one will suggest either of them-or 
anyone else-ever taught the game of college 
football better than Paul William “Bear” 
Bryant. 

Although he has been gone for over 17 
years, since a month after his final game as 


Bama’s head coach on December 29, 1982, he 
is not forgotten, And his name and his record 
will be in the news again as Paterno 
approaches that mark. When and if Paterno 
and/or others surpass Bryant's record of 323 
career head coaching victories, it will not 
diminish the Bryant legacy. When his teams 
won more games than any other in the decade 
of the 1960s, the NCAA named him Coach of 
the Decade. When his teams won a record 
103 games in the decade of the 1970s, the 
Past Presidents of the Football Writers 
Association of America named him Coach of 
the Decade. 

The late Dr. Boyd McWhorter, perhaps the 
finest commissioner in the history of the 
Southeastern 
Conference, once 
said, “When you 
are with him, you 
feel like you are 
walking with his- 
tory.” 

And what histo- 
ry. It is mostly 
numbers, for that 
is the nature of 
games. The Bryant 
record as a head 
coach at Maryland 
(6-2-1 in 1945), 
Kentucky (60-23- 
5, 1946-53), Texas 
A&M (25-14-2, 
1954-57) and 
Alabama (, 1958- 
82232-46-9) was 
323-85-17. His 
Alabama teams 
won 13 SEC 
championships 
and he also won a 
league title at 
Kentucky. His 
Bama teams won 
six national cham- 
pionships, in 
1961, 1964, 1965, 
1973, 1978 and 
1979. His Bama 
record included a 
25-0 mark in 
homecoming 
games. Alabama 
was 72-2 in games 


by Kirk McNair 


at Bryant-Denny Stadium (and had a 57-game 
Tuscaloosa winning streak), 68-15-5 at 
Birmingham's Legion Field. The Alabama 
teams of 1977-80 were the first in NCAA his- 
tory to win 44 games in four years. His Bama 
squads made 24 consecutive bowl trips, 
including seven Sugar Bowls, five Orange 
Bowls, four Cotton Bowls, four Liberty Bowls, 
two Bluebonnet Bowls and one Gator Bowl. 

Bryant was named National Coach of the 
Year in 1961, 1971 and 1973. He was induct- 
ed into the National Football Foundation and 
Hall of Fame when first eligible in 1983. He 
was SEC Coach of the Year ten times, nine at 
Alabama, and has already been selected as the 
SEC Coach of the Century. 

Of his 25 Alabama teams, 13 won ten or 
more games. In addition to the national 
championships, Alabama finished in the 
nation’s top ten an astonishing 19 times under 
Bryant. 

Although he was called “the other end,” 
playing with the incomparable Don Hutson, 
Bryant was an outstanding player at Alabama, 
playing for Coach Frank Thomas on teams 
that went 23-3-2, 1933-35, including the 29- 
13 win over Stanford in the Rose Bowl. Bryant 
earned fame for leading Alabama to a victory 
over Tennessee in Knoxville even though he 
had a broken leg. (“It was only a little crack,” 
he would say later.) He was president of the 
“A” Club as a senior and married the college 
beauty queen, Mary Harmon Black. 

Born September 11, 1913, near Fordyce, 
Arkansas, in the hamlet of Moro Bottom, 
Bryant came from a family of 11 brothers and 
sisters. He played in the first football game he 
ever saw after a local cobbler put cleats on his 
only pair of shoes. But he earned more than 
football fame as an all-state member of the 
state champion Fordyce Redbugs. The Lyric 
Theatre had a special show, a wrestling bear. 
Anyone who would get in the ring with the 
bear would earn a dollar a minute. Young 
Paul Bryant jumped at the chance, both for 
the money and the chance to impress a pretty 
girl. He got the bear down, but when the 
bear's muzzle came off and the animal bit 
Bryant, the show was over. He leaped from 
the stage. When he returned for his money, 
the man and his bear were gone, but Paul 
Bryant had an unforgettable nickname. He 
was recruited to Alabama by legendary Tide 
Assistant Coach Hank Crisp. 

A member of the class of 1936, Bryant's 
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coaching career was launched at his alma 
mater. He served four years as a Tide assistant 
under Frank Thomas and then went to 
Vanderbilt for two years under Red Sanders. 
Alter the 1941 season he volunteered for duty 
with the U.S. Navy. He was discharged in time 
to take the head coaching job at Maryland in 
1945. 

In his first and only season, the Terrapins 
went 6-2-1. He began his head coaching 
career with a 60-6 victory over Guilford. 
However, at the end of the season the 
Maryland president insisted on some changes 
in Bryant’ coaching staff. Bryant refused to 
accept that interference in his football pro- 
gram and resigned. He would say later that 
when the Maryland student body held a 
protest rally-it was described at Maryland as a 
“riot”—over his leaving that Kentucky fans, 
who had been upset that he wasn’t a “name” 
coach, now had a coach with a name. 

He went to Kentucky, one of the down-and- 
out teams of SEC football, and was far and 
away the most successful coach the Wildcats 
ever had in football. Unfortunately, he was 
not the most successful coach at Kentucky. 
Bryant would say years later that at the 
Kentucky athletics banquet “We had won the 
firs. SEC championship in Kentucky history 
and Coach (Adolph) Rupp had won about his 
12th SEC Championship. The boosters gave 
Coach Rupp a new Cadillac and gave me a 
new cigarette lighter.” 

of Bryant's top players at Kentucky 
é <2 e 
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After a successful run at Kentucky, includ- 
ing four bowl games, Bryant accepted the 
offer to rebuild yet another football program, 
that at Texas AGM. He experienced his only 
losing season in his first season at AGM in 
1954, a dismal 1-9 mark. But two years later 
his team went 9-0-1 and won the Southwest 
Conference championship. It was at A@M 
that Bryant had his only Heisman Trophy 
winner, tailback John David Crow. 

In one of the most heralded moves in col- 
lege football history, Bryant returned to 
Alabama as head football coach and director 
of athletics following the 1957 season. 
Although he loved College Station, Texas, he 
said, “Mama called,” and he couldn't turn 


down the school that had given him his start. 


Dr. Frank Rose, the president of The 
University, announced Bryant’ hiring by say- 
ing, “We have secured, in my thinking, the 
greatest football coach of all-time.” And at 
that time Coach Bryant had just begun to 
win. He would win over 82 per cent of his 
games at The Capstone. 

Although Bryant claimed never to have 
invented anything in football (others say he 
devised the “Oklahoma Defense,” which was 
first used by Kentucky to upset the Sooners, 
13-7, in the Sugar Bowl following the 1950 
season), he was good at taking the ideas of 
others and refining them, He played in the 
Notre Dame box, a is coaching 
career in that offe e would adapt 
with quarterbacks of Blanda and 
Babe Parilli at Kent i 
Coach Bobby Do 
and Snake Stable 
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Darrell Royal of Texas and made it the most 
devastating power offense in the nation. In 
1981, his next to last season, Bama defeated 
Penn State and Joe Paterno, 31-16, to give 
him 314 victories, tying Amos Alonzo Stagg 
for the record. The next game, Alabama 
defeated Auburn, 28-17, to put him at the 
top. He would stretch the lead by eight in his 
final season, 1982. 

Coach Bryant had some 67 All-America 
players, including 54 at Alabama, but said he 
won “because of the men who weren't All- 
America, but didn’t know it.” He also pro- 
duced eight Academic All-America players. 

Over the years it is likely that no fewer 
than 50 former Bryant players and assistant 
coaches went on to be head coaches at either 
the college or professional level. In his career 
he had a record of 43-6 against them. That 
gave former Georgia Coach Vince Dooley the 
opportunity for a nice line. “Everyone talks 
about all the former Bryant men who became 
head coaches,” Dooley said. “Someone ought 
to count the number of head coaches he got 
fired.” 

He received virtually every honor available 
in his sport and dozens and dozens of others, 
including an honorary doctorate from The 
University. 

When Mike DuBose ascended to the posi- 
tion as Alabama head football coach in 
December, 1997, he said, “Not a day goes by 
don’t think about him. He taught more 
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lowly, but surely, the Alabama Crimson Tide moves closer to hay- 

ing all its home football games in Tuscaloosa at Bryant-Denny 

Stadium. Last year Bama was host to Tennessee for the first time 
in decades and the largest crowd ever t6 see a football game imithe 
state of Alabama was crammed into the stadium. While “capacity” is 
83,818, the announced crowd for this contest was 86,869, This year 
Auburn will make its first visit to Bryant-Denny (although not its first 
trip to Tuscaloosa, the Tigers having played in Tuscaloosa prior to the 
completion of what was then Denny Stadium). 

Former Alabama Athletics Director Bob Bockrath was not popular, 
but his decision to get Alabama's home games to Tuscaloosa as quickly 
as possible was applauded by most Tide fans, and certainly by the 
Alabama coaching staff. Home games on campus are different from 
home games at Legion Field in Birmingham (where Bama continues to 
play a few contests). From a recruiting standpoint, it’s a particular 
advantage to be on campus where prospects may be entertained on 
unofficial in-season visits. 

Additionally, the site has been quite good to Alabama football 
teams, one reason the fans continue to clamor for tickets and the sta- 
dium continues to be upgraded and expanded. Since October 5, 1929, 
when Alabama opened Denny Stadium with a 22-7 Homecoming vic- 
tory over Mississippi, the Crimson Tide has recorded a record of 180 
wins against 27 losses and two ties. 

When the stadium opened, capacity was 12,000. Seven years later 
an additional 6,000 seats were added to the east side, and soon after 
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Alabama’s football hame is, 
like the Crimson Tide, 
second to none 
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that 6,000more added to the west side to bring capacity to slightly 
over 24,000. After World War II, the stadium was expanded to 31,000 
by the addition of end zone bleachers. 

An additional 12,000 seats were completed prior to Bama’s 1961 
National Championship season. Prior to the undefeated 1966 season, 
another expansion raised capacity to 60,000. The stadium was expand- 
ed to 70,123 in 1988. 

A $31 million expansion and renovation of the stadium prior to the 
1998 season (with a slight alteration prior to the 1999 season) has been 
dramatic. In addition to raising capacity to 83,818, there are now 85 
luxury boxes. Behind the scene are important additions, a dining area 
for Scholarship Club donors to Tide Pride and a gathering place for 
members of the “A” Club, former Crimson Tide lettermen. These 
rooms are used for other functions at The University. And following 
home football games, these rooms are used by Crimson Tide staff mem- 
bers to meet with visiting prospects and their parents and coaches. 

The giant, state-of-the-art scoreboard measures 145 feet by 35 feet 
in the South end zone. The scoreboard includes a high-resolution 
JumboTron screen (25 x 40, largest of any college stadium) for show- 
ing play-by-play, replays, and special presentations. The “This is 
Alabama Football” pre-game show is “can’t miss” fare. 

There have been other important changes over the years, notably 
with the playing surface. In 1968 Alabama became one of the pioneers 
in the use of artificial surface with an AstroTurf field. Although studies 
showed artificial turf to be slightly more safe for players than natural 
turf, players prefer to play on grass. And so, in 1991 the artificial sur- 
face was replaced with the latest in nat- 
ural turf, Prescription Athletic Turf. 

The stadium was originally named 
for Dr. George Denny, president of The 
University during the first great eras of 
football under Coaches Wallace Wade 
and Frank Thomas. On September 5, 
1975, the Alabama Legislature enacted 
a resolution to change the name of the 
stadium to Bryant-Denny Stadium, and 
dedication was April 10, 1976. (The 
stadium is bounded on the south by 
Paul Bryant Drive and on the west by 
Wallace Wade Boulevard.) Coach 
Bryant's Alabama teams had a record of 
72-2 in the stadium, including a 57- 
game winning streak that was the 
nation’s longest ever. 

While the “Bryant” in Bryant-Denny 
Stadium is for the most famous coach 
in college football history, Paul W. 
Bryant, Jr., put his mark on the struc- 
ture as well. It was a pledge of $10 mil- 
lion from the younger Bryant, a leading 
Tuscaloosa businessman and now a 
member of the Board of Trustees for 
The University System, that enabled the 
latest expansion. @ 
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The.exact number is not as 
important asthe representation 


by Kirk McNair 


labama fans probably take a little per- 

verse pleasure in knowing that the 

claim of 12 national championships by 
The University is unsettling to opponents of 
the Crimson Tide. And when the NCAA 
raised the number to 18 recognized national 
championships, and some historians made the 
case for as many as 20 national titles for past 
Bama football squads, the level of discomfi- 
ture among fans of schools with lesser claims 
rose accordingly. 


THE 
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But, in truth, the number is not important. 
By any calculation Alabama is one of the 
giants of college football, clearly the most 
nationally-prominent team from the South. 
When critics (almost always from schools 
with lesser credentials than Alabama) of 
Bama’s national championship claims arise, 
the simple response is: Which ones do you 
think are legitimate and how many is that in 
comparison to yours? 

In many respects, it is the Rose Bowl that 
separates Alabama 
from its brethren, par- 
ticularly in the 
Southeastern 
Conference. For 
instance, when 
Alabama had become a 
Rose Bowl fixture in 
the mid-1930s, Auburn 
made its first bowl 
appearance against 
Villanova in something 
called the Rhumba 
Bowl (long since 
defunct). 
made a couple of Rose 
Bowl games, but failed 
to score a point in two 
losses. In fact, the team 
many consider to be 
the Vols’ finest, the 
1939 team that was 
undefeated and 
unscored on in regular 
season play, got shut 
out and blasted by 
Southern Cal in the 
Rose Bowl. The only 
other SEC team to 
make it to the Rose 
Bowl was Georgia, dur- 
ing World War IL. 

Thus, it is diffi- 
cult for the fans of 
many schools to realize 
that until the 1960s, a 
Rose Bowl victory was 
considered far superior 
to any poll for the 
national championship. 
Indeed, a win in 
Pasadena was tanta- 
mount to being best in 
the land in most years. 


Tennessee 
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It is for that reason that Alabama fans glad- 
ly claim titles for the undefeated and Rose 
Bowl champion teams of 1925, 1930 and 
1934 and the undefeated 1926 team that tied 
Stanford in the Rose Bowl. 

Although some critics find fault with a few 
of Alabama’s national champions as awarded 
by the wire services, those are generally 
accepted by all but the most paranoid of fan 
foes of the Tide. 

Paul W. “Bear” Bryant was head coach of 
six Alabama teams that took championships 
awarded by the Associated Press and/or 
United Press International (which then did 
the Coaches’ Poll currently conducted by USA 
Today and ESPN). Those were the 1961, 1964, 
1965, 1973, 1978 and 1979 teams. 

Critics of Alabama's national championship 
claims often point to the 1941 team as being 
unworthy. Frankly, many Bama followers 
agree. It's difficult to imagine any but the 
members of that team claiming to be best in 
the land. That team went 9-2 
Mississippi State and Vanderbilt and finished 
20th in the final Associated Press rankings. 

It may be considered unfortunate that the 
NCAA does not conduct national champi- 
onship competition for Division 1A football. 


2 with losses to 


After all, every other sport and football titles 
in lower divisions, are all decided in champi- 
onship events. But that doesn’t change the 
fact that it has been left to various polls to 
determine the champions in major college 
football. 

Thus, a team like the 1941 squad could be 
chosen. (Indeed, the squad wasn’t selected by 
just one maverick selector. Dunkel, 
Williamson and Football Thesaurus picked 
that team.) 

In addition to those 12 teams that have 
been recognized as national champions in 
official University of Alabama publications 
over the years, six others are listed in NCAA 
literature as having been awarded a national 
championship. It should be noted that in 
some cases historians have reconstructed sea- 
sons to determine national champions. 

NCAA records also credit Alabama with 
having been named national champion by one 
or more recognized system for 1945, 1962, 
1966, 1975 and 1977, as well as 1936, And if 
you want to stretch it out, in 1937 and in 
1974 there were organizations and/or systems 
that had Alabama number one. That would 
make 20 national championships. So far. 
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/ am} alexander 


Right Tackle ¢ Freshman ¢ 6-5, 315 
Memphis, Tenn. * Westwood HS 


A redshirt in 1999, 
Alexander found 
himself second on 
the post-spring depth 
chart at right tackle 
following the 2000 
A-Day game. The 
cousin of former 
Alabama All-America 
safety Kermit 
Kendrick, Alexander 
played both offense 
and defense in high school and totaled 65 
tackles and 11 sacks on defense. Alexander 
turned to offense in college, and his 395- 
pound bench press and 550-pound squat levels 
indicate he has the strength needed to get the 
job done. 


Tet 


Right Tackle * Sophomore ¢ 6-6, 301 
Waynesboro, Ga. * Burke County HS 


Winner of the “Paul 
Crane Most 
Improved Offensive 
Lineman” Award as 
selected by the 
Alabama coaching 
staff following the 
2000 A-Day game, 
Baxley has moved to 
the top of the depth 
chart at right tackle 
for his sophomore 
season. After a freshman year at left tackle 
sitting behind Oudand Trophy winner and 
NFL draft pick Chris Samuels, Baxley will 
have the chance to play every down for 
Alabama in 2000. He played in every game in 
1999 but only 81 plays until starting and play- 
ing much of the Orange Bowl at right tackle. 
In high school, Baxley was picked to play in 
the Georgia-Florida All-Star game and was a 
3A All-State selection. 


| 3 Bailey 


Right Cornerback ¢ Senior ¢ 5-10, 168 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. ¢ Central HS 


A presence in the Tide 
secondary for the last 
three seasons, Bailey 
had never missed a 
game before 1999, Due 
to an ankle injury, he 
missed four games late 
in the season, but 
returned for the SEC 
Championship Game. 
The two-year Academic 
All-SEC selection 
recorded 16 tackles and broke up four passes last 
season. In the 2000 A-Day game, Bailey recorded 
a pair of tackles. The smallest player in the Tide 
secondary, Bailey sits third on the post-spring 
depth chart at the position. 


3 4 Beard 


Tailback * Sophomore ¢ 6-1, 205 
Nashville, Tenn, © Pearl-Cohn HS 


Among the candidates 
to replace All-America 
Shaun Alexander at 
tailback in 2000, Beard 
ran for 106 yards and a 
touchdown on 19 
rushes to help the 
Crimson squad beat the 
White squad 17-12 in 
the 2000 A-Day game. 
Beard, a SuperPrep 
All-America selection 
and two-time Class 4A Mr. Football in high 
school, played in 10 of 11 regular-season games 
for Alabama in 1999. As a special teams player, 
Beard recorded three tackles on 86 plays. Beard is 
considered to be third on the post-spring depth 
chart at tailback, behind Shaun Bohanon (who 
did not play) and A-Day MVP Ahmaad Galloway, 
but the big question is how fast he recovers from. 
post-spring knee surgery. 


by Chris Olds 


David 


) 1 Barron 


“Middle Linebacker * Senior * 6-2, 215 
Marietta, Ga. ¢ Walton HS 


A member of the White 
squad for the 2000 
A-Day game, Barron 
recorded one tackle in 
the spring showcase 
and could find himself 
on the gameday roster 
in 2000. He was a 
member of the practice 
squad in 1999. 


Lane 


& 4 Bearden 


Punter * Sophomore ¢ 6-0, 180 
Helena, Ala. * Pelham HS 


Considered Alabama's 
top punter after the 
A-Day game, Bearden 
totaled 177 yards on 
four punts good for a 
35.4 average in the 
spring showcase. His 
longest punt of the 
A-Day afternoon was a 
48-yarder. Bearden did 
not play in the first two 
games in 1999, but 
took over on kickoffs against Louisiana Tech. In 
nine games, Bearden totaled 11 touchbacks. He 
was also a [ine wide receiver in high school, the 
prime target of Tyler Watts at Pelham High 
School, and he was MVP in the Alabama- 
Mississippi All-Star game for his kicking. 
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Bohanon 
Tailback © Junior ¢ 6-2, 215 
Oak Ridge, Tenn. * Oak Ridge HS 


Did not play in 
spring 2000 after he 
was held out to 
focus on academics. 
If he remains 
eligible, Bohanon is 
considered the 
front-runner in the 
crowded Alabama 
backfield to replace 
All-America Shaun 
Alexander. Bohanon played in every game in 
1999, but started only against Southern 
Mississippi and totaled 104 yards and two 
touchdowns. For the season, Bohanon totaled 
342 yards and two touchdowns on 74 carries. 
“Bo” played sparingly in 1998, but won the 
“Johnny Musso Most Improved Running 
Back” Award following the 1999 A-Day game. 


Gian 


Fullback ¢ Junior ® 6-0, 252 
Hyattsville, Md. * DeMatha HS 


Although Brown 
missed the Orange 
Bowl game and 
spring practice for 
undisclosed reasons 
unrelated to football, 
Head Coach Mike 
DuBose said he has 
done all of expected 
of him and will be 
listed as Alabama's 
number two fullback 
in the fall. He was the back-up to Dustin 
McClintock the past two years, but while he 
has seen a great deal of playing time, he did 
not have a rush as a freshman and last season 
had just three carries for six yards. 
Unquestionably his biggest moment came on 
special teams, when he recovered a Florida 
punt that Bama turned into a touchdown in an 
upset of the Gators in Gainesville. 


2 5 Hirchel 
Bolden 

Right Cornerback ¢ Sophomore ¢ 5-10, 197 

Dothan, Ala. ¢ Dothan HS 


Winner of the “Bobby 
Johns Most Improved 
Defensive Back” Award 
as voted on by the Tide 
coaching staff following 
the 2000 A-Day game, 
Bolden finds himself 
second on the post- 
spring depth chart 
trailing only Gerald 
Dixon at the position. 
As a true freshman in 
1999, Bolden played in every game for Alabama 
and started against Louisiana Tech where he had 
a season-high six tackles and one tackle for a 
loss. For the season, he totaled 18 tackles one 
forced fumble and one pass break-up while 
playing primarily on special teams. 


4) Garter 


Flanker ® Sophomore ¢ 5-9, 183 
Tallahassee, Fla. ¢ Rickards HS 


Winner of the “Jerry 
Duncan | Like to 
Practice” Award as 
selected by the Alabama 
coaching staff after this 
year’s A-Day game, 
Carter is expected to 
continue his dazzling 
ways as a sophomore 
despite a rather silent 
two-catch, 38-yard 
A-Day performance. A 
two-game starter as a true [reshman last season, 
Carter caught 29 passes in 11 games, good for 
280 yards and three touchdowns. His season- 
high nine-catch, 93-yard, one touchdown game 
against Florida helped Alabama to their 40-39 
win in The Swamp, and he had five catches for 
71 yards in the rematch against Florida in the 
SEC Championship Game. ‘ 


46 2000 ‘BAMA, INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE FOOTBALL YEARBOOK 


s 
2 5 Dennis 
Bonga 
Split End ¢ Sophomore ¢ 6-3, 191 
Tallahassee, Fla. ¢ Lincoln HS 


Bonga will be working 
toward back-up status 
for the three-deep split 
end position in 2000 
after he was a member 
of the squad team for 
the last two seasons. 
Bonga was a member of 
the winning Crimson 
squad during this year's 
A-Day game. He 
walked on at Alabama 
in 1998, after he had expected to attend Florida 
State on scholarship. 


7 Sam 
s 
Collins 
Split End ¢ Sophomore ¢ 6-1, 184 
Fayette, Ala. * Fayette HS 


Listed second behind 
junior Jason McAddley 
on the post-spring 
depth chart at split end 
for this season, Collins 
worked his way into 
the lineup and started 
against Florida during 
the regular-season 
match-up in 1999. 
Collins totaled five 
catches for 25 yards 
while in on 255 plays during the season after 
redshirting at Alabama in 1998. As a high- 
schooler, Collins set the Alabama high school 
career receiving yards record with 3,844, and 
also holds the single-game receiving touchdown 
record (5), and the single-season yards record 
with 1,574 as a senior in 1997. 


i} Gonstant 


Middle Linebacker * Sophomore ¢ 6-1, 245 


Tuscaloosa, Ala. © Central HS 


Did not participate 
in spring practice 
due to rehab on his 
knee, which he 
injured on the final 
play in Alabama's 
win over LSU at 
home last season. 
Despite sitting out, 
Constant remains at 
the top of the depth 
chart at the spot, 
due in large part to an All-SEC freshman 
season that included a team-high 62 tackles 
before the injury. Constant’s other numbers: 
eight tackles for a loss, one sack (six-yard 
loss), three passes broken up, a quarterback 
pressure, a forced fumble and one blocked 
PAT. He recorded a season-high 17 tackles 
against Tennessee, while he also collected 10 
or more tackles against LSU and Houston. 


(A Gerald 
se 
Dixon 
Right Cornerback * Sophomore ¢ 5-11, 185 
Burtonsville, Md. © Paint Branch HS 


Winner of the 
“Ozzie Newsome 
Most Improved 
Freshman” Award as 
selected by the 
Alabama coaching 
staff following the 
2000 A-Day game, 
Dixon finds himself 
at the top of the 
post-spring depth 
chart at right 
cornerback. A member of the winning 
Crimson squad in this year's spring showcase, 
Dixon had one assisted tackle. Last season, 
Dixon started in seven games for Alabama and 
totaled 28 tackles while he also intercepted 
one pass againstLSU. He recorded a season- 
high five tackles in his first start against 
Southern Mississippi, and equaled the mark 
against Mississippi State. 


31 Cox 


Right Linebacker Junior * 6-1, 223 
Jasper, Ala. ¢ Walker HS 


After a move from 
fullback to linebacker 
for an injury-riddled 
1999 season, Cox 
collected a game-high 
six tackles for the White 
squad in the 2000 
A-Day game to land 
himself second on the 
post-spring depth chart 
at the position. Cox 
played in seven games 
on 71 plays in 1999 after a freshman season in 
which he was primarily on special teams. Cox 
stepped up his play against Auburn in 1999, with 
a career-high three tackles. He totaled eight stops 
for the season. 


Tony 


2 4 Dixon 


Strong Safety ° Senior * 6-2, 203 
Reform, Ala. * Pickens County HS 


Listed second on the 
post-spring depth chart 
this season, Dixon start- 
ed nine of 12 games last 
season and totaled 65 
tackles-second only to 
Saleem Rasheed. Dixon 
missed this year’s A-Day 
game due to shoulder 
surgery, but totaled four 
pass break-ups and a 
forced fumble while also 
recording two tackles for a loss last season. In 
Alabama's 40-39 overtime win against Florida, 
Dixon totaled 13 tackles, one short of his career 
high recorded in 1998 against Mississippi State. 
He can play either safety position. 


ayer Profits 


/ (A Cuthbert 


Right Guard © Senior * 6-5, 330 
Fort Pierce, Fla. ¢ Gentral HS 


A mainstay on the Tide 
offensive line in 1999, 
Cuthbert moved from 
starting right tackle in 
1998 to starting right 
guard and playing on 
873 snaps last season, 
A member of the White 
squad for this year's 
A-Day game, Cuthbert 
has a streak of 24 
consecutive starts 
heading into this season and is considered a 
contender for All-SEC honors. As a sophomore 
in 1998, Cuthbert was in on 785 snaps. 


Draper 
Tight End « Senior 6-4, 294 
Huntsville, Ala. ¢ Butler HS 


Despite being the 1999 
winner of the “Billy 
Neighbors Most 
Improved Defensive 
Lineman” Award, 
Draper was moved to 
tight end last fall and 
played on 212 plays in 
12 games. In the 2000 
A-Day game, Draper 
caught two passes for 
23 yards, including one 
for 15 yards. He is currently listed behind only 
Terry Jones Jr. on the post-spring depth chart at 
the position, but his real strength is in the two- 
tight end set. He is a devastating blocker. As a 
defensive end for Alabama in 1998, Draper 
recorded seven tackles and one tackle for a loss 


of two yards. 
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(a) Egan 


Split End ° Sophomore ¢ 6-4, 209 
Henderson, Ky. * Henderson County HS 


A member of the 
scout team in 1999, 
Egan will be work- 
ing toward back-up 
status in 2000. After 
walking on at 
Alabama in 1998, 
Egan was a mainstay 
on the practice 
squad by working 
hard and catching 
tough passes. He has 
a particular knack for going high to catch 
passes. 


5 S Ephraim 


Center * Sophomore * 6-3, 300 
Birmingham, Ala. ¢ Wenonah HS 


A member of the 
White squad in the 
2000 A-Day game, 
Ephraim is second 
to All-SEC center 
Paul Hogan on the 
post-spring depth 
chart. Ephraim was 
an All-America 
playing on both 
offense and defense 
in high school, but 
focused on offense as a freshman at Alabama 
last season. Ephraim played in two games in 
1999, including 25 downs against Houston 
early in the season and four snaps in the Tide's 
34-7 rout of Florida in the SEC Championship 
Game. 


6 5 Elling ton 


Left Tackle « arn ® 6-6, 330 
Leighton, Ala. ¢ Colbert County HS 


After an Fresuham 
All-SEC first season and 
becoming one of only 
seven true freshmen to 
start a season-opener for 
Alabama, Ellington gets 
an even bigger 
challenge for this 
season: replace 
Alabama's first Outland 
Trophy winner and 
third overall NFL draft 
selection Chris Samuels at left tackle. A starter in 
every game for the Tide in 1999, Ellington played 
in 865 snaps in the regular season at right tackle 
before moving to the left side in place of the 
injured Samuels in the Orange Bowl. The high 
school All-America averaged 71 plays a game for 
Alabama last season, and recorded a season-high 
90 against Louisiana State. 


John 


4 (3 Fielding 


Free Safety * Junior ¢ 6-3, 188 
Augusta, Ga. ¢ Josey HS 


Listed third on the 
post-spring depth chart 
at safety, Fielding 
recorded an assisted 
tackle in the 2000 
A-Day game for the 
White squad. As a 
sophomore in 1999, he 
played in only the 
Vanderbilt game after 
missing his redshirt 
freshman season with a 
torn Achilles tendon. Fielding was a redshirt in 
1997. 
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) Ellis 


Middle Linebacker ¢ Junior ¢ 6-2, 231 
Chattanooga, Tenn. ¢ Red Bank HS 


Winner of the 
“Woodrow Lowe Most 
Improved Linebacker” 
Award as selected by 
the Alabama coaching 
staff after this year's 
A-Day game, Ellis 
currently sits third on 
the post-spring depth 
chart in the middle. A 
member of the White 
squad during the spring 
showcase, Ellis collected five tackles and added 
three assisted tackles in the game. Asa 
sophomore in 1999, Ellis played in every game 
and totaled 20 tackles while playing on 240 
snaps. He also totaled three tackles for a loss and 
a half of a sack for a seven-yard loss. He played 
in seven games [or the Tide as a true freshman. 


2 g Galloway 


Tailback * Sophomore ° 6-1, 224 
Millington, Tenn. * Millington HS 


Galloway galloped 
away with the “Dixie 
Howell” Award for 
Most Valuable Player as 
voted on by the media 
after he opened the 
2000 A-Day game with 
a 65-yard touchdown 
on the White squad's 
first play. Also picked 
by the Tide coaching 
staff as the recipient of 
the “Johnny Musso Most Improved Back” Award, 
Galloway is considered at the top of the tailback 
list as heir apparent to all-time leading rusher 
Shaun Alexander this season. Galloway ran for a 
game-high 118 yards on eight carries and the TD. 
on A-Day, while in 1999 he totaled seven rushes 
for 33 yards while also regularly playing on 


special teams. . 


Gilbert 
Left Guard ¢ Freshman ¢ 6-4, 278 
Pascagoula, Miss. ¢ Pascagoula HS 


A member of the 
Crimson squad for 
the 2000 A-Day 
game, Gilbert was a 
redshirt on the 
Alabama squad in 
1999. Originally set 
to play tight end (a 
position he played 
along with defensive 
end in high school), 
Gilbert made the 
move to the offensive line this past season. 
Gilbert was a high school All-America. 


3 9g Tyler 
s 
Harris 
Strong Safety * Freshman ¢ 6-1, 210 
Clinton, Tenn. ¢ Anderson County HS 


A redshirt in 1999 
and member of the 
Crimson squad in 
this year’s A-Day 
game, Harris is 
listed fourth on the 
post-spring depth 
chart at strong 
safety. Harris totaled 
70 tackles and had 
five interceptions as 
a high school junior. 
He was a prep track star, as well as football 
standout, whose career has been hampered 
somewhat by injuries. He should see action on 
special teams this year. 


s 
(2) Gg Darius 
Gilbert 
Right Linebacker ® Junior ¢ 6-2, 240 
Oxford, Ala. ¢ Oxford HS 


Gilbert recorded two 
tackles for the Crimson 
squad in the 2000 
A-Day game and 
remains at the top of 
the post-spring depth 
chart for this season 
alter a solid sophomore 
year in 1999, A 
part-time starter due to 
injuries in the line- 
backer corps, Gilbert 
totaled 50 tackles and four for losses totaling 22 
yards while also snagging one sack for a 14-yard 
loss. Gilbert also broke up six passes and had 
three quarterback pressures last season. As a true 
freshman in 1998, he played in 10 games and 
totaled 13 tackles. 


Haynes 
Placekicker © meye ¢ 5-10, 200 
Killen, Ala. ¢ Brooks HS 


A redshirt walk-on in 
1999 and member of 
the winning Crimson 
squad in the 2000 
A-Day game, Haynes 
has a strong left foot 
and connected for a 
42-yard field goal in the 
spring showcase. His 
field goal was the only 
of the game and was 
one of the reasons he 
catapulted to first on the post-spring depth chart. 
Haynes garnered a large amount of national 
interest as a high school senior and a generous 
amount of media interest as a walk-on for 
Alabama with a disability that hasn't stopped his 
kicking game. He was born with abnormally 
short arms. 


2000 Player Profits 


1 Brandon 
_ Greer 
Split End ¢ Freshman ¢ 6-2, 191 
Rainbow City, Ala. ¢ Westbrook Christian HS 


The youngest member 
of the receiving corps 
expected to be a regular 
member of the game- 
day squad, Greer was a 
member of the White 
team in the 2000 A-Day 
game where he caught 
two passes for six 
yards. Greer is 
considered third at split 
end on the post-spring 
depth chart, behind Jason McAddley and Sam 
Collins. A redshirt in 1999, Greer was a high 
school receiving machine. As a senior, he caught 
70 passes for 1,729 yards and 30 touchdowns. 
His touchdown total bested the Alabama high 
school record previously held by former Tide 
Star and NFL Hall of Famer Ozzie Newsome. 
Those passes came from Brodie Croyle, who will 
be the nation’s top quarterback prospect this 
year. 


Tat 
Hogan 

Center © Senior * 6-4, 280 

Valdosta, Ga. ¢ Valdosta HS 


Considered an All-SEC 
and All-America 
candidate this season, 
Hogan has been a 
mainstay for Alabama 
on the offensive line for 
the last three seasons. 
A starter in 33 games 
throughout his career 
(32 of those starts at 
center), Hogan was an 
All-SEC selection last 
season and was a Freshman All-America 
selection by The Sporting News in 1997. Hogan 
missed two games due to injury in 1999, but has 
played 2,124 career snaps for Alabama. Hogan 
was also named an Academic All-SEC team 
member as a sophomore in 1998. He is a 
pre-season All-America. 
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e000 P 


1 James 


Split End * Junior * 5-11, 170 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. e Central HS 


cS) ater 


Middle Linebacker ¢ Junior ¢ 6-3, 228 
Daphne, Ala. * Daphne HS 


Recipient of the “Ray 
Perkins Most Improved 
Wide Receiver” Award 
as selected by the 
Alabama coaching staff 
after this year’s A-Day 
game, James, a transfer 
from West Alabama, 
finds himself second to 
All-SEC pick Freddie 
Milons at split end on 
the post-spring depth 
chart. Although he did not record a catch during 
the A-Day Game, James is expected to work his 
way into the receiving corps this fall and could 
also be involved in kick returns. He has great 
speed. 


A member of the 
practice squad in 
1999, Hunter played 
for the White team 
in the 2000 A-Day 
game where he 
surprised the 
Crimson squad with 
three tackles, broke 
up a pass and had a 
tackle for an 8-yard 
loss. Hunter will be 
working toward back-up status in the line- 
backer corps this season. Previously he had 
worked at tight end. He is the son of former 
Tide quarterback star Scott Hunter. 


Charles Jason 
(A 0; Jones Nts) Jones 
Safety ¢ Freshman ¢ 6-1, 180 Strong Safety * Senior ¢ 5-11, 180 
Waynesboro, Ga. * Burke County HS Tuscaloosa, Ala. © Central HS 
A redshirt in 1999, Jones recorded four 
Jones played for the tackles and four assisted 
Crimson squad in tackles for the White 
the 2000 A-Day squad in the 2000 
game and recorded A-Day game and finds 
three tackles. The himself behind only 
freshman sits behind Tide regulars Marcus 
only Reggie Myles at Spencer and Tony 
this position on the Dixon on the post- 
post-spring depth spring depth chart. A 
chart. Jones played special teams regular 
both ways in high throughout much of his 
school, totaling 15 touchdowns and more than Alabama career, Jones played in every game in 
2,000 yards on offense and 80 tackles and four 1999 and totaled 17 tackles and six pass break- 
interceptions on defense. He was a high school ups. His five tackles against LSU is a career-high. 
teammate of Tide tackle Lannis Baxley. 
— - 
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) 6 Johnson 


Left Defensive End ¢ Sophomore ¢ 6-4, 275 
Chiefland, Fla, ¢ Chiefland HS 


Winner of the 
inaugural “Derrick 
Thomas Community 
Service” Award and 
selected by the media 
as the recipient of the 
“Dwight Stephenson” 
Award as Best Lineman 
after the 2000 A-Day 
game, Johnson is 
behind only All-SEC 
pick Kindal Moorehead 
on the post-spring depth chart. As a member of 
the White squad, Johnson recorded three tackles 
and one assisted tackle. He also recorded 
another for an eight-yard loss and had two 
quarterback pressures in the spring showcase. As 
a true freshman, Johnson recorded 18 tackles 
and two more for a loss of 20 yards. He totaled 
two sacks for another 20 yards while also 
recovering a fumble. His biggest play came in 
the SEC Championship Game, when he forced a 
fumble that Reggie Grimes ran in for a game- 


clinching touchdown. 
Terry 


t3} 2 Jones Jr. 


Tight End ¢ Junior * 6-3, 262 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. ¢ Central HS 


Jones caught a 21-yard 
touchdown in the 2000 
A-Day game and 
remains at the top of 
the depth chart at tight 
end after a 1999 season 
that included 13 
receptions for 201 
yards and a touch- 
down. The winner of 
the “Paul Crane Most 
Improved Offensive 
Lineman” Award after the 1999 A-Day game, 
Jones has missed only one game in two years 
and started in five last season. His father is Tide 
strength coach and former Tide and NFL player 
Terry Jones. 


2000 Player Profits 


Punter © Senior © 6-4, 219 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. ¢ Central HS 


A local product with 
only practice squad 
experience heading 
into the 2000 A-Day 
game, Kellen booted 
three punts for 112 
yards with a long of 
43 for the winning 
Crimson squad. 
Kellen sits second 
behind only Lane 
Bearden on the post- 


spring depth chart. 


=) 2) wedbetter 


Snapper ® Senior * 5-9, 265 
Pelham, Ala. ¢ Pelham HS 


A member of the 
winning Crimson 
squad for the 2000 
A-Day game and a 
mainstay the last 
two seasons as a 
long snapper, 
Ledbetter has not 
missed a game since 
1997 when he was a 
freshman. As a 
junior, he did not 
allow a blocked kick, and the high school 
All-County and All-Metro selection is again at 
the top of the depth chart for the position as a 
senior. He has already earned his degree. He 
suffered an arm injury in a summer work 
accident, but is expected to be fully recovered. 


s 
Kemp 
Placekicker * Senior ¢ 5-9, 171 
Jacksonville, Fla. © Mandarin HS 


Best known for his 
second-chance PAT that 
sealed Alabama's 40-39 
overtime win against 
Florida in The Swamp, 
Kemp was a member of 
the White squad in the 
2000 A-Day game but 
did not score in the 
contest. Kemp scored 
23 points in 1999 while 
filling in for the injured 
Ryan Pflugner. For his career, Kemp is 5-7 on 
field goals and 11-11 on PATs, The longest field 
goal of his career was for 37 yards. Kemp is 
considered second on the depth chart for PAT 
and field goal work after the spring. 


2 I ) Lewis 


Left Cornerback ¢ Senior ¢ 6-0, 188 
Mountain View, Calif. * Community College 
- of San Francisco 


Lewis’ first season as a 
transfer included starts 
in every game, five 
interceptions for 59 
yards, a team-high 16 
passes broken up and 
48 tackles, so he played 
sparingly in the 2000 
A-Day game. He 
recorded only a broken 
up pass for the White 
squad but remains at 
the top of the depth chart for this season. Lewis 
recorded a season-high eight tackles against 
Mississippi State and also caused one fumble last 
season. Lewis transferred to Alabama in the 
spring of 1999 to participate in last season's 
spring practices. 


Right Defensive End ¢ Sophomore ¢ 6-4, 170 
Daphne, Ala. ¢ Daphne HS 


Recipient of the “Lifter 
of the Year” Award for 
the best performance in 
the Tide weight room 
during winter 
conditioning, King also 
proved his top-of-the- 
depth-chart status in 
the 2000 A-Day game 
with two quarterback 
pressures, one tackle 
for a three yard loss 
and another tackle. King, a freshman All-SEC 
selection, started 11 games last season and 
totaled 573 snaps, 14 tackles for a loss of 39 
yards and 5.5 sacks for 36 yards. King led 
Alabama with 33 quarterback pressures, the 
second-best total in school history. He also 
recovered two fumbles as a freshman. 


(3 @) Matt 
Lomax 

Right Guard ¢ Freshman ¢ 6-4, 295 

Mobile, Ala. © UMS-Wright HS 


A member of the 
winning Crimson 
squad in the 2000 
A-Day game, Lomax 
was a redshirt last 
season and may shift to 
left guard behind Griff 
Redmill and Marico 
Portis for this season. A 
high school All- 
America, Lomax graded 
91 percent on offense, 
while also collecting 31 tackles and four sacks 
on defense. He has been hampered with a series 
of injuries. 
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7 SM Marshall 


Right Defensive Tackle « Sophomore ¢ 6-5, 335 
Montevallo, Ala. * Montevallo HS 


As a freshman last 
season, Marshall 
played only on the 
offensive line against 
Houston after 
redshirting in 1998, 
A member of the 
Crimson squad for 
the 2000 A-Day 
game, Marshall 
made the switch to 
defense and record- 
ed one quarterback pressure. He will be 
working toward regular back-up status on the 
defensive line, but was a success on offense in 
high school where he was a teammate of Tide 
cornerback Shontua Ray. 


9 5) Matthews 


Left Defensive Tackle ¢ Junior ¢ 6-6, 291 
Jacksonville, Fla. ¢ Bolles HS 


A multi-position player 
on offense and defense 
throughout his Tide 
career, Matthews is 
considered second at 
left tackle on defense 
following the 2000 
A-Day game when he 
was a member of the 
Crimson squad. 
Matthews did not play 
in 1999 due to injury 
and after missing his freshman season in 1997 
when granted a medical redshirt. When he did 
play in 1998, Matthews was a spot replacement 
in nine games and made the move to offense to 
get more time. He moved back to defense this 


spring. 


(0) McAddley 


Split End © Junior * 6-2, 194 
Oak Ridge, Tenn. ¢ Oak Ridge HS 


Winner of the 
“Sylvester Croom 
Commitment to 
Excellence” Award as 
selected by the Tide 
coaching staff after the 
2000 A-Day game, 
McAddley sits atop the 
post-spring depth chart 
after his two-catch 
33-yard performance 
during the spring 
showcase. As a sophomore, McAddley played in 
every game and recorded 24 receptions for 334 
yards and three touchdowns. His longest play, a 
66-yard touchdown against Arkansas, came on a 
pass from fellow receiver Freddie Milons. 
McAddley also ran the ball one time for 25 
yards. McAddley is also a member of the 
Alabama track team. He was the winner of the 
“Ray Perkins Most Improved Receiver” Award. in 
1999. 


| 2 McBride 


Split End ¢ Sophomore ¢ 5-9, 178 
Lakeland, Fla. * Kathleen HS 


A special teams 
player in 10 games 
for Alabama last 
season, McBride 
made the switch 
from cornerback to 
offense in the spring 
and played on the 
Crimson squad in 
the A-Day game. He 
did not record any 
offensive statistics 
during the spring game, but while on defense 
last season he totaled three tackles on 59 
snaps. In high school, McBride was a receiver, 
runningback and defensive back. 


3 (1) McClintock 


Fullback * Sénior’* 6-3, 271 
Quinlan, Texas ¢ Ford HS 


Although officially only 
a four-game starter in 
1999, McClintock has 
been the Tide's number 
one fullback for two 
years. He doesn’t always 
start the game because 
Bama frequently does 
not use a fullback in its 
formation. He sits atop 
the post-spring depth 
chart at fullback, 
particularly since Marvin Brown sat out the 
spring and Jeremy Walker has been forced to give 
up football because of injury. As a junior, 
McClintock played 449 snaps and rushed for 157 
yards and a touchdown on 37 carries. As a 
receiver, McClintock caught six balls for 60 yards 
and one touchdown. As a paphomiores he started 
‘in six games an totaled 2¢ rds. 
down with only 12 rushes. He is best known for 
his blocking. 
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Freddie 


| 5 Milons 


Split End © Junior * 5-11, 188 
Starkville, Miss. ¢ Starkville HS 


A preseason 
All-America selection 
by Playboy and Athlon, 
Milons had a quiet 
spring game (one catch 
for one yard) after a 
sophomore season that 
included All-SEC 
honors and being 
named the SEC 
Championship Game 
MVP after 116 yards 
rushing and a touchdown, A regular starter and 
multi-purpose player, Milons caught a team-high 
65 passes to set the Alabama school record for 
most receptions in a season and totaled 733 
yards with two touchdowns. While regularly 
returning punts, Milons took one back for a 
65-yard touchdown against Southern Mississippi 
and added a 62-yarder in the Orange Bowl. He 
also threw a 66-yard touchdown pass to Jason 
McAddley against Arkansas. He is the first 
Alabama player to record three consecutive 
100-yard games receiving. 


— 


2000 Player Profits 


Bey 


Tailback ¢ Freshman ¢ 6-2, 228 
Cincinnati, Ohio ¢ Winton Woods HS 


The youngest of the 
tailbacks hoping to 
make a name for 
himself after the 
departure of 
Alabama's all-time 
leading rusher 
Shaun Alexander, 
Miree played well 
throughout the 
spring before break- 
ing his left fibula 
eight days before the 2000 A-Day game. Miree 
will be ready for fall practice despite the 
injury. A redshirt in 1999, Miree ran for 2,455 
yards and 31 touchdowns on 259 rushes as a 
senior in high school. As a junior, he totaled 
1,343 yards and 18 touchdowns. However, 
Bama fans best know him for his legendary 
work as a member of the scout team against 
the Tide’s first defense last fall. 


2 2 Monroe 


Middle Linebacker ¢ Junior ¢ 6-3, 232 
Tallahassee, Fla. ¢ Godby HS/ Coffeyville 


(Kan.) Junior College 

A junior college transfer 
who originally signed 
with Alabama two years 
ago but did not qualify 
academically, Monroe 
joined the Tide for 
spring practice and 
recorded two tackles 
and two quarterback 
pressures in the A-Day 
game. Monroe sits 
behind only Marvin Constant, who did not play 
this spring, on the post-spring depth chart. 
Monroe was a junior college All-America at 
defensive end, but is expected to help solidify the 
Tide linebacking corps. He was an All-America 
both as a prep star and as a junior college stand- 
out. 


| | Moore 


Flanker * Sophomore ¢ 6-1, 173 
Double Springs, Ala. ¢ Winston County HS 


A practice squad player 
in 1999, Moore was a 
member of the Crimson 
squad for the 2000 
A-Day game. Despite 
his lack of experience, 
he is considered third 
behind Freddie Milons 
and Michael James at 
flanker on the post- 
spring depth chart. 
Still, it is realistic to 
believe his contribution this fall will come on 
the scout team. 


+) @ _Moorehead 


Left Defensive Ende Junior ¢ 6-3, 293 
Memphis, Tenn. ¢ Melrose HS 


Moorehead under- 
went successful knee 
surgery after 
suffering ligament 
damage while 
playing a pick-up 
game of basketball 
during spring break, 
but is expected to be 
ready for fall 
practices and to 
keep his spot atop 
the depth chart. An All-SEC honoree in 1999, 
his safety against Auburn earned him SEC 
Defensive Player of the Week honors while he 
totaled 39 tackles and 5.5 sacks for 67 yards 
as a full-time starter. He also totaled 13 tackles 
for a loss of 74 yards and caused three fum- 

a All- SEC s lection 
and 31 tackles in. 


2 3 Myles 


Free Safety * Junior ° 5-11, 189 
Pascagoula, Miss. * Pascagoula HS 


Considered an All-SEC 
candidate this season, 
Myles recorded three 
tackles and broke up a 
pass for the White 
squad in the 2000 
A-Day game. After mak- 
ing the move to safety 
from cornerback in the 
middle of the 1999 
season, Myles flourished 
to lead the Tide with 
five interceptions totaling 72 yards while also 
totaling 59 tackles. A regular starter, he also 
broke up three passes and had two sacks for a 
loss of 17 yards—one coming against Auburn for a 
career-high of 20 yards. 


i) Portis 


Left Guard « Sophomore ¢ 6-2, 303 
Prichard, Ala. ¢ Vigor HS 


A member of the 
winning Crimson 
squad for the 2000 
A-Day game, Portis is 
second to Griff Redmill 
on the post-spring 
depth chart at left 
guard for this season. 
Portis played in four 
games as a freshman 
last season, starting 
against Houston and 
Louisiana Tech. He played 137 snaps [or the 
season. Portis was a redshirt for the Tide in 
1998. As a high-schooler, he was an honorable 
mention All-America by USA Today. 
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2000 Playe 


(372 powell 


Snapper * Sophomore ¢ 6-0, 255 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. ¢ Central HS 


A member of the 
White squad for the 
2000 A-Day game, 
Powell was a mem- 
ber of the practice 
squad as a freshman 
last season. Powell is 
considered second 
behind Bradley 
Ledbetter at the 
position on the 
post-spring depth 
chart. In addition to football, he is an 
excellent student. 


3 ZH: — 


Left ee ° ay © 5-10, 204 
Monteyallo, Ala. ¢ Montevallo HS 


A member of the 
winning Crimson 
squad in the 2000 
A-Day game, Ray 
totaled two tack- 
les-one tackle for a 
loss of seven 
yards-and is second 
to Milo Lewis on the 
depth chart at left 
cornerback. Ray 
played in every 
game last season, mostly on special teams, and 
totaled 19 tackles. Recorded a season-high 
four tackles against Florida and Southern 
Mississippi last season. Ray played in five 
games as a true freshman in 1998. He has 
been particularly effective on kickoff coverage. 
The former pre me pee star made huge 
Ree yaes in the spring. He Sabet 
also a member of the Tide track team and 
considered Bama’s fastest football player. 


I) \ < neshoed 


Left Linebacker * Sophomore ¢ 6-3, 222 
Birmingham, Ala. ¢ Shades Valley HS 


Recipient of the “Lee 
Roy Jordan 
Headhunter” Award as 
selected by the Alabama 
coaching staff following 
the 2000 A-Day game, 
Rasheed totaled one 
tackle, broke up a pass 
and recorded two 
quarterback pressures in 
the spring showcase. A 
Playboy pre-season 
All-America selection, Rasheed did it all in 1999 
and was the first freshman to lead the Tide in 
tackles with 84 en route to being named the 
SEC's Freshman Defensive Player of the Year. Last 
year he became the first Bama true freshman to 
start on defense in the opening game in the 
modern era of football. Rasheed recorded three 
sacks for 20 yards and eight tackles for losses 
totaling 29 yards. He also recorded six quarter- 
back pressures, caused and recovered one 


fumble, and broke up one pass last season. 


m5 Redmill 


Left Guard * Senior * 6-6, 300 
Jasper, Ala. * Walker HS 


A three-year regular on 
the offensive line, 
Redmill is considered a 
candidate for All-SEC 
honors this season. 
Redmill has started 26 
consecutive games total- 
ing nearly 4,000 plays. 
He recorded a career- 
high 90 plays against 
Louisiana State last 
season and had a total 
of 877 snaps, second only to Chris Samuels 
among offensive linemen. A member of the 
White squad for the 2000 A-Day game, he was a 
redshirt in 1996. He came to Alabama as a 
defensive lineman but has made the switch with 
great success to the offensive line. 
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Profits 


7. 1) Raulston 


Right Tackle * Sophomore ¢ 6-9, 330 
Sylvania, Ala. ¢ Sylvania HS 


A biggest member of 
the Crimson Tide, 
Raulston played for the 
winning Crimson 
squad in the 2000 
A-Day game and is 
expected to battle for 
the starting job at right 
tackle this fall. Wrist 
injuries severely limited 
his ability to perform 
during spring practice. 
Raulston played in five games last season with a 
season-high 25 plays against Houston. He is 
exceptionally strong. 


Arvin 
Richard 


2.6, 


Flanker * Senior ¢ 5-7, 185 
Atlanta, 


Ga. ¢ Southwest DeKalb HS 


A member of the 
winning Crimson 
squad for the 2000 
A-Day game, Richard 
caught one pass for 15 
yards in the game. 
Arvin, who has been a 
running back and wide 
receiver, has made his 
mark at Bama returning 
kicks and punts. on 
special teams. At the 
end of last season, Richard held three UA kickoff 
return records, including most returns in one 
game (5), most returns in a season (25) and 
most kickoff return yards in a season (595). He 
set all three records during the 1998 season. His 
numbers declined in 1999, with Freddie Milons 
taking 0} over some of the returning. Bee has 
played in every game the last three seasons. He | 
came to Bama as a walk-on but has since earned 
a scholarship. 


~~ fr 


2000 Player Profits 


| 6 Jonathan 
s 
Richey 
Quarterback © Junior * 6-1, 210 
Geraldine, Ala. * Geraldine HS 


Recipient of the 
“Bear Bryant Best 
Walk-on” Award as 
selected by the 
Alabama coaching 
staff after the 2000 
A-Day game, Richey 
threw two incom- 
plete passes for the 
Crimson squad in 
the spring showcase. 
An academic 
All-SEC selection in 1999, Richey played in 
two games for the Tide and was on the travel- 
ing roster for every game despite the depth at 
quarterback. His true value to last year's 
season was the excellent job he did as 
Alabama's scout team quarterback. He goes 
into the 2000 season listed third on the depth 
chart. He also could be the holder on place- 
kicks. He did not play as a freshman in 1998, 
and redshirted in 1997. As a high-schooler, 
Richey was an All-State selection in both 
football and basketball. 


6 4 Randall 

Shoultz 
Right Guard ¢ Freshman ° 6-5, 330 
Saltipa, Ala. ¢ Jackson HS 


A member of the 
White squad for the 
2000 A-Day game, 
Shoultz is listed 
third on the post- 
spring depth chart at 
right guard for 
Alabama, but this 
non-scholarshipped 
player could play 
another offensive 
line position. 
Shoultz was a member of the practice squad 
last season. 


)G | genders 


Right Defensive End ¢ Sophomore ¢ 6-4, 277 


Sandersville, Ga. © Washington County HS 


Sanders recorded a 
tackle for the White 
squad in the 2000 
A-Day game and is 
considered second on 
the post-spring depth 
chart behind All-SEC 
player Kenny King at 
the position heading 
into this season. 
Sanders played in five 
games for Alabama in 


1999 after a redshirt season in 1998. Although he 


has had little playing time, he earned praise from 
Coach Mike DuBose for the progress he made in 
the spring. 


Smith 
s 
Smith 
Left Defensive Tackle ¢ Senior * 6-5, 289 
Meridian, Miss. ® Meridian HS 


Did not play in the 
2000 A-Day game due 
to knee surgery but sits 
atop the post-spring 
depth chart after a 
junior season in which 
he was named a second- 
team All-SEC selection 
and started eight games 
before injuring his knee 
against LSU. Smith 
recorded 37 tackles and 
seven for a loss of 34 yards while also totaling 
three sacks for 26 yards. Smith forced one fumble 
and had 22 quarterback pressures last season. As 
a freshman in 1997, he was named a freshman 
All-America by The Sporting News. For his career, 
he has 105 tackles, 22 for a loss of 83 yards and 
seven sacks for 50 yards. 


3) Sanders 


Tight End ¢ Sophomore ¢ 6-3, 248 
Birmingham, Ala. ¢ Shades Valley HS 


A member of the 
winning Crimson 
squad in the 2000 
A-Day game, Sanders 
had a quiet spring. He 
is considered the third- 
string tight end after 
the spring game. As a 
freshman in 1999, 
Sanders played in 10 
games after moving 
from defense to tight 
end last spring. Sanders recorded a season-high 
15 plays against Houston last season after 
redshirting in 1998. 


(\ ] _ Marcus 
Spencer 

Strong Safety * Senior ¢ 6-2, 205 

York, Ala. © Sumter County HS 


Spencer recorded a 
squad-high three 
tackles to lead the 
winning Crimson team 
in the 2000 A-Day 
game after capping the 
regular season with two 
interceptions in the 
SEC Championship 
Game win over Florida. 
An eight-game starter 
last season, Spencer 
remains at the top of the depth chart following 
the spring showcase. He totaled 65 tackles last 
season (his third consecutive season with 65 or 
more) along with four tackles for a loss of 19 
yards and one sack for 11 yards. He totaled three 
interceptions for 105 yards last season. 
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Tucker 
Quarterback * Sophomore ¢ 5-11, 177 
Fayette, Ala. ¢ Fayette HS 


The brother of 
former Bama 
quarterback Lance 
Tucker, Luke is 
battling to make the 
travel squad. 
Following spring 
practice, in which 
he threw two incom- 
plete passes for the 
White roster during 
the 2000 A-Day 
game, he sits fourth in the Alabama quarter- 
back race. Played only one game-the SEC 
Championship Game-as a freshman last 
season after a redshirt season in 1998, 


Todd 
Whitmore 


61 


Right Defensive Tackle * Senior ¢ 6-6, 295 
Ranburne, Ala. ¢ East Mississippi 
Community College 


Whitmore recorded 
a team-high four 
tackles had two for 
an 11-yard loss 
while also totaling 
two quarterback 
pressures to help the 
Crimson squad to a 
win in the 2000 
A-Day game. Second 
on the post-spring 
depth chart for this 
season, Whitmore played in seven games 
totaling four tackles last season. He also had 
three tackles for a loss of nine yards and 1.5 
sacks for eight yards. He was a redshirt in 
1998 after transferring. 


Tyler 


1] (4 Watts 


Quarterback © Sophomore ¢ 6-3, 219 
Pelham, Ala. © Pelham HS 


Starter for the White 
squad during the 2000 
A-Day game, Watts 
completed eight of 14 
passes for 100 yards and 
a touchdown. A mobile 
quarterback, he rushed 
eight times for 23 yards 
against the Crimson 
defense this spring. A 
freshman All-SEC 
selection, Watts played 
in 10 games, starting two, and completed 47 of 
83 passes for 498 yards and two touchdowns. He 
threw five interceptions last season and rushed 
for 49 yards on 24 carries, He is second to junior 
Andrew Zow on the depth chart, although he is 
expected to see extensive playing time this year 
and has the potential to win the starting job. 


Leslie 


4a Williams 


Right Defensive End ¢ Sophomore ° 6-5, 225 
Stone Mountain, Ga. ¢ Stone Mountain HS 


Recorded two assisted 
tackles for the winning 
Crimson squad in the 
2000 A-Day game alter 
a freshman season in 
1999 that included play 
in nine games, all on 
special teams. Williams 
played 59 snaps last 
season and recorded 
two tackles. He sits 
third on the post-spring 
depth chart at the position. It will be difficult for 
Williams to earn much playing time on the 
defensive line until he puts on more weight and 
muscle, 
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6 U/ White 


Right Defensive Tackle ¢ Senior ¢ 6-4, 298 
Courtland, Ala. ¢ Courtland HS 


Recipient of the “Billy 
Neighbors Most 
Improved Defensive 
Lineman” Award as 
selected by the Tide 
coaching staff following 
the 2000 A-Day game, 
White sits atop the 
post-spring depth chart 
at right tackle after 
totaling two assisted 
tackles in the spring 
game. White played in 11 games last season, 
totaling 78 plays. In his start against Mississippi 
State, he played a career-high 20. He totaled 
seven tackles last season and one sack for four 
yards last season. His older brother, Laron, 
played for Alabama, and the brothers were 
teammates in 1996. Kelvis had been considered 
as likely to give up football because of injuries, 
but had a terrific spring and will play his final 
season this year. 


6 6 Williams 


Left Tackle © Junior ¢ 6-5, 278 
Augusta, Ga. ¢ Josey HS 


A member of the White 
squad for the 2000 
A-Day game, Williams 
put his old defensive 
line taining to work 
and recorded one 
tackle in the game. He 
made the move from 
defense to offense in 
the spring and showed 
promise. However, he 
will be working toward 
back-up status this season. As a sophomore last 
year, Williams played against Houston. As a 
freshman in 1998, he played in one game and 
recorded a tackle. He was a redshirt in 1997. 
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Yount 
Left Defensive End * Junior * 6-5, 259 
Albertville, Ala. ¢ Albertville HS 


A member of the 
winning Crimson 
team for the 2000 
A-Day game, Yount 
has been a member 
of the practice squad 
in his time at 
Alabama. He came 
to Alabama as a 
tight end, but has 
made the switch to 
the defensive line. 
Yount is considered third string behind Kindal 
Moorehead and Jarret Johnson on the post- 
spring depth chart. 


Sue 


Quarterback © Junior ¢ 6-2, 217 
Lake Butler, Fla. ¢ Union County HS 


Quarterbacked the 
Crimson squad to a win 
in the 2000 A-Day game 
after throwing an 
interception on the first 
possession. Zow 
completed five of 11 
passes for 71 yards, but 
also rushed for 18 yards 
on three carries. A 
10-game starter for the 
Tide last season, Zow 
threw for 1,799 yards and 12 touchdowns on 
148-264 (56.1 per cent) passing. For his career, 
Zow ranks high in Crimson Tide records. He is 
sixth in pass attempts (520) and completions 
(291), seventh in yards (3,768) and tied for ninth 
in touchdowns (23), As a freshman, Zow threw 
for 1,969 yards and 11 touchdowns on 143-256 
passing. He sits atop the depth chart at quarter- 
back heading into this season. 


Final 1999 Top 25 College Football Polls 


Associated Press USA Today/ESPN 
1. Florida State 1. Florida State 
2. Virginia Tech 2. Nebraska 
3. Nebraska 3. Virginia Tech 


4. Wisconsin 


4. Wisconsin 


5. Michigan 5. Michigan 


6. Kansas State 


6. Kansas State 


7. Michigan State 7. Michigan State 


8. ALABAMA 


8. ALABAMA 


9. Tennessee 
10. Marshall 


9. Tennessee 
10. Marshall 


11. Penn State 


11. Penn State 


12. Florida 12. Mississippi State 
13. Mississippi State 13. Southern Mississippi 
14. Southern Mississippi 14. Florida 

15. Miami 15. Miami 

16. Georgia 16. Georgia 

17. Arkansas 17. Minnesota 

18. Minnesota 18. Oregon 

19, Oregon 19. Arkansas 

20. Georgia Tech 20. Texas A@M 

21. Texas 21. Georgia Tech 
22. Mississippi 22. Mississippi 


23. Texas AGM 
24. Illinois 
25. Purdue 


23. Texas 
24. Stanford 
25. Illinois 


Reporting Dates 
Freshmen report for evening 
meal on Sunday, August 6, 
and begin up to three days of 
work in helmets, shoulder 
pads, and shorts on August 7. 
Returning players report for 
evening meal on August 9 and 
have physicals August 10. 
Entire squad has three days of 
work in helmets, shoulder 
pads, and shorts—August 11, 
12 and 14. Full gear work 
begins August 15. Classes 
(and one-a-day practices) 
begin August 23. Alabama is 
limited to a squad of 110 until 
classes begin, at which time 
there is no limit. 
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2000 ALABAMA FOOTBALL 
FRESHMEN SIGNEES 


by J. E. Lisby 


Safety/Defensive Back ¢ 6-1, 200, 4.5 ¢ Tallahassee, Fla. * Godby HS 
Andrews is probably slated for safety, but he’s talented enough to play several 
positions. He was a member of the PrepStar Top 100 Dream Team and Super 
All-Southeast Region selection along with being listed as a SuperPrep All- 
America. A dominant running back in high school, Andrews was also consid- 
ered one of the top pure safety prospects in the state of Florida. He’s expected 
to get every chance to break into the playing rotation at safety. And with his 
athleticism and speed, Andrews should also contribute on special teams. 


Wesley Britt 


Offensive Tackle * 6-8, 287, 5.1 ¢ Cullman, Ala. ¢ Cullman HS 
Considered the top offensive line prospect in Alabama, nevertheless Britt is 
believed likely to take a redshirt year in 2000. He has the talent to play either 
guard or tackle, but his height makes him an ideal candidate for the outside. 
An all-state selection at offensive tackle, Britt was the Class 5A “Lineman of the 
Year.” Honors include being rated as one of the state’s top-five prospects by 
College Sports’ Southeastern Recruiting and being named a SuperPrep All- 
America with SuperPrep rating him the number 3 prospect in the Southeast 
and Border Wars selecting him second-team All-South. During his junior year, 
Britt was Alabama state champion in the discus throw. 


Safety © 6-3, 205, 4.5 * Rochnast Park, Calif. * City College of San Francisco. 
Said to be the top junior college free safety in the country, Brown is a dangerous 
(for opposing receivers) combination of size and speed. He reportedly has out- 
standing coverage skills, and the Alabama coaches hope he can step in immedi- 
ately to help at strong safety. Brown is from the same junior college as Milo 
Lewis, Miguel Merritt and Canary Knight. He was teammates with 2000 signee 
Shawn Oglesby at CCSE 


Anthony Bryant 


Defensive Tackle * 6-3, 315, 4.85 * Newbern, Ala. ¢ Sunshine HS 
Bryant was one of the top defensive tackle prospects in the South, if not the 
nation. A first team USA Today and Parade All-America pick, Anthony was also 
a SuperPrep Top 100 Dream Team member, a Border Wars first-team All-South 
selection and was first-team all-state. Following the football season, Bryant was 
named 1A “Lineman of the Year,” and was also ranked number 1 on the 
Tuscaloosa News Sweet Sixteen list. His 40-yard dash time is extraordinary for 
an athlete his size. Eligibility is a concern, but at worst Bryant is expected to 
enter Alabama as a partial qualifier. Should he become fully eligible, most con- 
sider him a lock to play on the defensive line as a true freshman. 


Defensive End/Offensive Tackle * 6-7, 272, 4.61 ¢ Daytona Beach, Fla. ¢ 

Mainland HS, Milford Prep 
Considered by most services to be one of the top defensive linemen in Florida 
in ‘98, Clark signed with Alabama but failed to meet eligibility requirements. 
He subsequently entered Milford Prep to work on his academics and is report- 
edly on track to qualify this time around. Clark is a very disruptive force on the 
field, and Tide coaches expect him to be an instant impact player. Some have 
suggested that Clark could ultimately wind up on offense, but he should begin 
at defensive end. 
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Reggie Cordy 


Center * 6-3, 270, 5.2 * Dublin, Ga. * Dublin HS 
Cordy is extremely intelligent with excellent size and quick feet. Thus, he is 
considered to be an ideal prospect at center. Technically sound, smart and a 
hard-worker, Cordy caught the eye of the Tide coaches looking for long-term 
help on the offensive line. Cordy is already at the college level in the weight 
room with a 370 pound bench press, a 500 pound squat and 275 in the power 
clean, Most freshmen linemen need a year to mature, and Cordy is likewise 
expected to redshirt his first season at Alabama. 


Outside Linebacker ¢ 6-3, 195, 4.5 * Jasper, Fla. * Hamilton County HS 
Considered by many to be the top linebacker prospect in Florida, Brooks was a 
high school All-America, rated the number four linebacker prospect in the 
South by PrepStar, At various times in his prep career, Daniels played safety, 
linebacker and quarterback, even returning kicks. A tall, rangy athlete in the 
mold of Dwayne Rudd, Daniels is expected to easily add the weight necessary 
to play outside linebacker. Expect him to be given every opportunity to play 
defense his first year, likely including work on special teams as well. 


Dre Fulgham 


Wide Receiver * 6-2, 190, 4.4 * Montevallo, Ala. ¢ Montevallo HS 
Following his senior year in high school, Fulgham was on everyone’ list of the 
top athletes in Alabama. However, he had to return to high school to take care 
of some core problems in order to qualify. That task accomplished, he'll enter 
The Capstone in the fall, Tide coaches expect him to contribute his first season. 
Many expect Fulgham to be that tall, athletic receiver that will finally provide 
the missing piece in Bama’s offense. Fulgham is talented enough to play receiv- 
er or safety, but he should definitely wind up at wideout. He’s got good hands 
and an excellent vertical jump (reportedly 37 inches or higher). Fulgham is a 
former teammate of current Tiders Shontua Ray and Ray Marshall. 


Tarry Givens 


Wide Receiver * 6-4, 200, 4.6 © Tallahassee, Fla. * Godby HS 
Givens, a second-team All-South pick by Border Wars, is an outstanding receiy- 
ing prospect who didn’t get the attention his talent deserved because of con- 
cerns over his grades. Qualifying is still a worry, but if he becomes eligible 
Givens is expected to report with the other incoming freshmen this summer. 
His height and size give him excellent potential at wideout, and his physical 
maturity could spell early entry into the Tide rotation at wide receiver. 


Raymon Hudson 


Cornerback ¢ 5-10, 185, 4.5 © Bonifay, Fla. * Holmes County HS 
Originally signed with the ‘99 recruiting class, Hudson had to return to high 
school to become eligible. Reportedly that has been accomplished and he will 
enter Alabama in the fall. Hudson had a good career as a runningback in high 
school, but is touted by the Tide coaches as the perfect “cover corner.” He's 
extremely strong (a real physical specimen) and should provide immediate help 
al cornerback. Hudson's speed, aggressive play and physical strength make him 
a candidate for early playing time in the secondary and on special teams. 


Cornerback ¢ 6-1, 180, 4.32 ¢ Albany, Ga. ¢ Dougherty HS 
James played quarterback and free safety in high school but was recruited by 
Alabama as a cornerback, A track star with blistering speed, James is an excel- 
lent all-around athlete, essentially playing everywhere for his high school team. 
He’s also very bright, but many predict he ll redshirt his first year in Tuscaloosa 
as he learns a new position, James is a teammate of offensive tackle Maurice 
Mitchell, a fellow Bama signee, and he is also related to Lionel James, the for- 
mer Auburn and San Diego great. 


Outside Linebacker/Strong Safety * 6-2, 218, 4.6 * Osceola, Ark. * Osceola HS 
James was considered by most experts to be the best football prospect in the 
state of Arkansas. He was a first-team All-South pick by Border Wars and was 
designated the number one prospect in Arkansas by SuperPrep. In high school 
James split time between tailback and linebacker, but most project him on 
defense in college. Opinions are about equally divided over whether he'll wind 
up at safety or outside linebacker, but he’s expected to contribute as a true 
freshman. With his athleticism, expect James to definitely see playing time at 
least on special teams. 


Donnie Lowe 


Middle Linebacker © 6-3, 235, +.75 © LaVergne, Tenn. * LaVergne HS 
Lowe initially committed to Vanderbilt, but as a life-long Alabama fan, he 
jumped at the chance to play for his favorite team when Tide coaches showed 
serious interest. Lowe is an excellent student with a 4.0 GPA and versatile ath- 
lete. In high school he played defensive line, offensive line, linebacker, fullback 
and tight end, but Lowe is projected at middle linebacker in college. Despite 
being a SuperPrep All-America, it’s likely that Lowe will redshirt his first season 
at Alabama, 


Traindos Luke 


Wide Receiver * 6-1, 175, 4.55 © Phenix City, Ala. ¢ Central HS 
Luke was generally recognized as the top receiver in the state of Alabama, and 
his excellent catch for the winning touchdown in the Alabama-Mississippi All- 
Star game cemented that reputation.. His honors included SuperPrep All- 
America, 6A all-state and he was the number 7 prospect on the Tuscaloosa 
News Sweet Sixteen list. Triandos (known as “Tree”) also returned kicks and 
started at safety for his high school team. Luke has the long arms and big hands 
of a basketball player. The Tide coaches like his size, and some have compared 
his him to Tim Bowens. Luke will get a chance to earn a spot in Alabama’ rota- 
tion at wide receiver, but he could wind up taking a redshirt in 2000. 


Nautyn McKay-Loescher 


Defensive End ¢ 6-4, 240 © Toronto, Canada ¢ Central Tech 
Considered to be the top player in Canada, McKay-Loescher was also rated the 
number 2 defensive end prospect in North America. He has excellent speed 
and quickness that translate into outstanding pass-rush skills. McKay-Loescher 
was a SuperPrep National 50 prospect, ranked number 38 on that list. After 
watching him on film, Coach DuBose commented that he had the “quickest 
first step of any high school player” he’s seen. If McKay-Loescher qualifies, 
expect him to play early and often on defense in 2000. McKay-Loescher has 
said he loves the tradition that Alabama football represents and looks forward 
to winning his own national championship. 


Garry McNealy 


Offensive Tackle * 6-4, 275, 4.8 © Perry, Fla. * Taylor County HS 
Many considered McNealy to be one of the top two defensive-line prospects in 
Florida during the 98 recruiting season. After failing to earn a qualifying test 
score, McNealy enrolled at The Capstone in January. He's taking classes and 
practiced with the team in the spring, but his partial qualifier status means he 
is ineligible for the 2000 season. Strong and quick, McNealy was moved to 
offensive tackle during spring drills where he’s expected to stay. He's a tough, 
fierce player whose size and build allowed him to dominate on the defensive 
line in high school. 


Danny Martz 


Offensive Line ¢ 6-5, 300, 5.2 © Gaithersburg, Md. ¢ DeMatha HS 
Martz has the height and frame favored by Tide Offensive Line Coach Neil 
Callaway in his linemen. Martz is from the same high school as Marvin Brown 
and his signing continues Bama’s recent “pipeline” to the Maryland area, 
DeMatha is easily the top prep football program in that part of the nation, regu- 
larly sending athletes to Division | programs around the country, Projected to 
wind up eventually at offensive guard, most predict a redshirt year for Martz in 
2000. 


Center * 6-5, 255 * Birmingham, Ala. * Homewood HS 

Mathis, an outstanding student with a 4.0 GPA, was selected 6A all-state by the 
Alabama Sports Writers Association. He has the classic long, broad frame capa- 
ble of adding muscle favored by Tide Offensive Line Coach Neil Callaway, His 
uncle is former Bama and Miami Dolphins star Bob Baumhower and Mathis has 
been a life-long Tide fan. He’s thought to be an outstanding center prospect. But 
Mathis is still growing, so he could wind up at any of several positions. Mathis, 
who loves the weight room and placed third in the state wrestling tournament, 
will probably redshirt his first year at Alabama. 


Defensive Tackle * 6-5, 300, 5.0 ¢ Memphis, Tenn. * Trezevant HS 
Means was said to be the top defensive tackle prospect in the South—possibly 
ihe nation. He was selected to the USA Today All-America squad as well as 
being named SuperPrep All-America, Border Wars first-team All-South and “Mr. 
Football’ for the state of Tennessee. Possessing excellent mobility—he played 
middle linebacker in high school to prevent other teams from running away 
from him-Means could play a number of positions. But he's definitely projected 
on the defensive line in college. Most expect Means to immediately play as part 
of Alabama's defensive line rotation, and many think he could start before the 
season ends, 


Offensive Tackle * 6-8, 294, 5.1 * Albany, Ga. * Dougherty HS 
Rated the Southeast’s number 3 offensive line prospect by PrepStar, Mitchell 
was one of the top offensive line prospects in the South-a definite blue-chipper 
who has been compared by many to current Tide star, Dante Ellington. Mitchell 
is a prototypical offensive tackle, with long arms, quick feet and excellent 
speed. Many Tide fans had hoped he could contribute early to help fill the void 
at tackle created by the departure of Chris Samuels to the NFL. But apparently 
Mitchell didn’t complete his high school graduation requirements, which means 
he cannot report with the other signees in the fall. He is expected to enter Fork 
Union Prep School in Virginia to get his academics in order, hoping to enter 
Alabama in January. 
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Middle Linebacker * 6-3, 236, 4.46 © Tallahassee, Fla. ¢ Godby HS, 

Coffeeville Community College 
Monroe originally signed out of high school with Alabama but he didn't meet 
eligibility requirements and instead enrolled at Coffeyville Community College 
While there, Monroe earned Junior College All-America status while counting 
the days before he could join the Crimson Tide. Monroe graduated from junior 
college in December, immediately signed with Alabama, and is currently 
enrolled in school. He has blazing speed and is talented enough to play either 
outside or inside linebacker, and he worked at middle linebacker in spring 
practice. Monroe is also especially effective pressuring the passer off the corner 
and is expected to move to rush end in pass situations this fall. 


Defensive End ¢ 6-7, 260, 4.7 © Bayou LaBatre, Ala. © Alma Bryant HS 
Rated by some as the top defensive prospect in the South and among the very 
best rush ends in the country, Antwan was named a Parade All-America and 
was honored as the Class 6A “Lineman of the Year,” Deep South Football 
Recruiting tabbed him the “Alabama Player of the Year,” while Border Wars 
made him a first-team All-South pick. Odom was also ranked number 4 in 
SuperPrep’s National Top-50 and was named SuperPrep’s Player of the Year, 
along with being a member of the PrepStar Top 100 Dream Team. Additionally, 
the Tuscaloosa News ranked him number 3 on its Sweet Sixteen list. Many 
think Odom has even greater potential at defensive end than Kenny King. He is 
expected to step in immediately as a part of the defensive line rotation, adding 
speed to Alabama's pass-rushing attack. 


Shawn Oglesby 


Defensive End ® 6-7, 250, 4.8 * Hopkinsville, Ky. © City College of 

San Francisco 
Oglesby, a teammate of Connie Brown, was a Junior College All-America from 
the same junior college that gave Alabama Milo Lewis, Miguel Merritt and 
Canary Knight. Oglesby is a pass-rush specialist with the ability to step in and 
handle that duty for Alabama from day one. However, his role in 2000 will like- 
ly depend on the qualifying status of other defensive end recruits, as well as his 
reporting weight. With enough depth at the position, it’s possible that Oglesby 
could take a redshirt year to add strength and bulk. As a prep star, he was rated 
the number two prospect in Kentucky following his 1997 senior season. 


Outside Linebacker * 6-1, 212, 4.6 * Statesboro, Ga. * Statesboro HS 
Rawls began his senior year in high school at running back, only moving to 
linebacker after the third game of the season at the request of his coach. But he 
dominated after the position change, attracting the attention of recruiters from 
all over the South. Those who have seen him play report that Rawls has excel- 
lent instincts for the position. Plus, he brings a physical intensity to the posi- 
tion, making him even more effective. Rawls should get a chance early in fall 
workouts to earn a role at outside linebacker, but he might also wind up taking 
a redshirt his first year. 


Punter © 6-2, 215, 4.7 * Ashville, Ala. ¢ Ashville, HS 
4 four-year starter at punter in high school, Sanders averaged 42 yards per kick 
as a freshman; 44 yards as a sophomore; 47.3 as a junior and 45.5 yards during 
his senior campaign. Plus, he manages almost 5 seconds of hang time and 
excels at placing the football on “coffin-corner” kicks. Sanders is an excellent 
all-around athlete who also played quarterback and handled placekicking duties 
for his high school team, And he works hard in the weight room, looking more 
like a linebacker than punter. The Tide coaches probably hope Sanders can step 
tight in and take over the punting job left vacant by Patrick Morgan's 
graduation, 
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Justin Smiley 


Offensive Guard ¢ 6-4, 292, 5.0 © Brooklet, Ga. © Bulloch HS 
Smiley was considered by most experts to be one of the top offensive line 
prospects in the South. Border Wars made him a second-team All-South pick. 
An avid weight lifter, Smiley has a 350-pound bench press and 600-pound 
squat to go along with his 29-inch vertical jump. He is a power-lifting champi- 
on whose explosive power should serve him well in blocking. A cousin, Dusty 
Ziegler, played at Notre Dame and then for the Buffalo Bills. Smiley is very 
mature physically and despite the fact that true freshmen rarely see action on 
the offensive line, he’s expected to compete for playing time at guard this fall. 


Mac Tyler 


Defensive Tackle/Offensive Tackle * 6-6, 320, 5.0 ¢ Bessemer, Ala, ¢ 

Jess Lanier HS, Milford Prep 
Tyler was one of the top defensive tackle prospects in the South. His honors 
included first-team USA Today and Parade All-America as well as being a mem- 
ber of the PrepStar Top 100 Dream Team, Border Wars also named Tyler first- 
team All-South. But soon after taking his official visit to Alabama, Mac headed 
off to Milford Prep School to work at becoming qualified. At this point, most 
expect him to stay at Milford through the fall before resigning with Alabama 
and entering college in January. Tyler has the agility and speed to play on the 
defensive line, but some project him to wind up at offensive tackle eventually, 


Wide Receiver * 5-11, 185, 4.5 © Bessemer, Ala. * Jess Lanier HS 
Walker camped at Alabama last summer and the coaches clearly liked what 
they saw. A two-way standout as a prep senior, Walker also played safety in 
high school, but he is projected at wide receiver in college. His athleticism 
could earn him a spot in the Tide rotation at wide receiver. But its thought 
more likely that Walker will sit out his first year as a redshirt, getting stronger 
and adjusting to the college game. 


Thurman Ward 


Safety/Cornerback © 6-2, 182, 4.5 ¢ Starkville, Miss. ¢ Starkville HS 
An outstanding option quarterback in high school, Ward briefly flirted with the 
idea of playing the position for South Carolina. But he finally decided that his 
long-term future was at safety, clinching his commitment to Alabama. Ward is a 
good enough athlete to get an early look at cornerback in the fall, though most 
predict he'll wind up using his speed to help the Tide at safety. If Ward doesn’t 
take a redshirt year in 2000, expect him to provide depth in the secondary 
along with contributing on special teams. 


s 


Wide Receiver * 5-9, 165, 4.5 * Memphis, Tenn. ¢ Melrose HS 
Another re-signee, Woods was a Top-13 player in the state of Tennessee in 
1998. A teammate of David Paine, like Paine he wasn't eligible when it was 
time for freshmen to report last August. So Woods chose to return to high 
school to solve his core problems. He has excellent hands, but some have ques- 
tioned his speed and size. However, Woods built his reputation in high school 
asa clutch receiver who always seemed to save his best games for the top com- 
petition—a nice quality to have in an athlete, Some experts predict Woods to 
make an immediate impact at wide receiver for Alabama in 2000. 


Outside Linebacker/Safety # 6-2, 200, 4.4 ¢ Calhoun City, Miss. * Calhoun City HS 
Wortham played safety in high school, but is expected to grow into a linebacker 
at the college level. A first-team all-state pick in Mississippi and a member of 
the Jackson Clarion-Ledger’s Dandy Dozen, he’s another of the elite linebacker 
prospects in the South to sign with Alabama. Wortham played both ways in 
high school but is expected to eventually star for the Tide at outside linebacker, 
Though a redshirt year is a slight possibility in 2000, its thought more likely 
that Wortham’s speed and athleticism will earn him playing time on defense 
and special teams, 
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EBSGO Media can be a star on your team. 
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Tesode 765°0852 


EBS@O MEDIA 


LOCATION: 4645s 82's Tuscaloosa, Alabama 
FOUNDED») 6 i.u:odik actcc3.3 April 12, 1831 
ENROLLMENT: ................- 20,000 
CONFERENCE: | .2...4...0..05-5. Southeastern 
Conference (Western Division) 
COEORS?¥3 333.3. chases Crimson & White 
NICKNAMES | ..6.45. 6csteande nee Crimson Tide 


ALL-TIME FOOTBALL RECORD: 
742-259-44, 73.1% (734-268-43, 72.3%, 
by NCAA forfeits) 
STADIA: Tuscaloosa — Bryant-Denny 
(83,818; Prescription Athletic Turf) 
Birmingham — Legion Field (83,091; 
Prescription Athletic Turf) 


PRESIDENT: Dr. Andrew Sorenson (Illinois, 
1959) 

FACULTY CHAIRMAN 

OF ATHLETICS |... dc.cku as Gene Marsh 

(Ohio State, 1978) 

cette Mal Moore 


(Alabama, 1963) 


ATHLETICS DIRECTOR: 


OFFENSIVE / DEFENSIVE SYSTEM: 
Pro 1/ 4-3 


SEC CHAMPIONSHIPS: 21 
(1933, 34t, 37, 45, 53, 61t, 64, 65, 66t, 71, 
72, 73, 74, 75, 77, 78,79, 81t, 89t, 92, 99) 
BOWL APPEARANCES/ RECORD: 
50 / 28-19-3, 59.0% 


LETTERMEN RETURNING: ............ 41 
LETTERMEN LOS2:. iis isa32.24 50032400 32 
OFFENSIVE STARTERS 

RETURNING: 
OFFENSIVE STARTERS LOST: 
DEFENSIVE STARTERS 

RETURNING: 
DEFENSIVE STARTERS LOST: 
SPECIALISTS RETURNING: 
SPECIALISTS LOST: 


<000 ALABAMA 
QUICK FACTS 


HEAD COACH 


Mike DuBose 
CAREER COLLEGIATE RECORD: 
RECORD AT ALABAMA: 


(Alabama, 1974) 
Forse des Bod ab ak Does aceae de cad esoats tou Grates 21-15 
BAP tas B Et SARC SSAE CREAR AGE RS PDMS ATSTAR ADA 21-15 


ASSISTANT COACHES 


ASSISTANT HEAD COACH/TIGHT ENDS 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR/OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS .. 


SECONDARY 

INSIDE LINEBACKERS/SPECIAL TEAMS 
QUARTERBACKS 

WIDE RECEIVERS 

DEFENSIVE LINE 

RUNNING BACKS 


Ronnie Cottrell (Troy State, 1983) 
Neil Callaway (Alabama, 1978) 
.Ellis Johnson (The Citadel, 1975) 
Charlie Harbison (Gardner Webb, 1982) 
Jeff Rouzie (Alabama, 1974) 

Charlie Stubbs (BYU, 1978) 

Dabo Swinney (Alabama, 1992) 

Lance Thompson (The Citadel, 1987) 
Ivy Williams (Xavier, 1971) 


SUPPORT STAFF 


OFFENSE 


RETURNING (19) 


SEP ecersts seta rsenere es cued FREDDIE MILONS, 

Sam Collins, Arvin Richard 
EG t opts exde GRIFF REDMILL, Marico Portis 
(Co RRP Css cntate eee ft PAUL HOGAN 
RG ety, hea avee WILL CUTHBERT 
RT; ...... DANTE ELLINGTON, Lannis Baxley 


TEs vseean TERRY JONES, JR ShawnDraper 


ae Baap gece 2 ler Watts 
TB: LE eae Penanrn Paty ae \ imaac ‘Galloway 
FB: TaeeTREsang iste reste DUSTIN MECLINTOCK, 
Marvin Brown, Jeremy Walker 
i<j Dee JASON McADDLEY, Antonio Carter 
LOST (19) 
SE: ...“SHAMARI BUCHANAN, James Sullen 


(Ob eter CHRIS SAMUELS, Stephen Holloway 


RG eersptatieearct cts arcsncba Jason McDonald 
BES Pesnoph ns ediscen capa nctk Ugiecaer asec Chris Ray 
OB |e geet ese Monte Poe, Marc Mollicone, 

Lee Chambers, Brad Beard 
EBY dvesteiicrst eeisaan as SHAUN ALEXANDER 


BBS: cistezsencasecaal Alex Malone, Joey McSorley, 
Myles Christian 

ELE Saas getyee sree] Tim Bowens, Jay Stubbs, 
Martin Glover, Clary-Webb Butler, Michael Vickery 
*Buchanan was a seven-game starter 


Rodney Brown (Alabama, 1976) 
Terry Jones (Alabama, 1978) 
Tank Conerly (Ole Miss, 1980) 


DEFENSE 


RETURNING (19) 


BDES cassuce veneer KINDAL MOOREHEAD, 
(EDS Rep areence hte Kelvis White, Jarret Johnson 
1 Di eee 5 Mee sr ooUN Seen eT: KENNY SMITH 
RES 59 soe etaad eimai shel a KENNY KING, 
BEB eet SALEEM RASHEED, Adam Cox 


MLB: MAN CONSTANT**, Victor Ellis 
Ete pee DAR LDS GILBERT** 
LEWIS, Shontua Ray 


SS wolrtorcnitatte/s 


> 
OP. a ote 


ete 


peewer eres 


Tony Dixon, Jason hoies 


FS? cn y-stes tees Se en REGGIE MYLES 

RGB Sails Seek ve GERALD DIXON, 
Hirchel Bolden, Kecalf Bailey 

LOST (9) 

RDT: ...CORNELIUS GRIFFIN, Jamie Carter 


BDRy brs tetobastecstepattiess REGGIE GRIMES** 
LEB ae, MIGUEL MERRITT, Chris Horne, 

Gary Barnes 
ME rst ogists Ui satesea keer ehees Jeremy Walker 
RUBS j.2.cerers Canary Knight, Ross Gunnells 
Fatnascieasatelsaiapsalslcanteaaaaie Phillip Weeks 
**Constant was an eight-game starter, Gilbert 
was a five-game starter, Grimes was a four- 
game starter 


SPECIALISTS 


Lane Bearden 


LOE Ssh gagtrnt asec cetelralee LANE BEARDEN 
Chris Kemp 
BRADLEY LEDBETTER 
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poet (3) 
Satbatates tratehiteeaeses PATRICK MORGAN 


sebagegebeedasdcsoseegedee PATRICK MORGAN 
Pi Sees RYAN PFLUGNER, Chad Floyd 


BY THE 


All-Time Winningest Schools All-Time Bowl Victories 
Team Ww L T Pet. 1. ALABAMA 28 
1. Notre Dame 767 237 42 153 2. Southern Cal 23 
2. Michigan ie 259 36 746 3. Penn State 23 
3. ALABAMA *734 ae $3 723 4. Tennessee 22 
4. Nebraska 7 43 297 40 .106 — 5. Oklahoma 20 
5. Ohio State 716 283 53 .706 6. Georgia Tech 19 
6. Texas 735 299 33 704 Nebraska 19 
7. Oklahoma 689 278 53 701 8 Texas ©™©6>6hQDDCCU 
8. Penn State 734 30541 rs oo a ae 
- ee ee. 
9. Tennessee 699 288 32 698 10. Florida State 17 
10. Southern Cal 673 28154 694 = Mississippi ts~—“—SSsSCstiYSOC 
I ——————————— 
11. Florida State 381 183 17 670 — 12. Michigan dG 
12. Boise State 241 127 2 .654 
13. Miami(Ohio) 591 327386 6388 
14. Washington 606 336 50 636 
All-Time Bow! Appearances 
All-Time SEC Standings x.” “aenaead 50 
School Years Games Won-Lost-Tied Pct. P) T 
ALABAMA 66456. "311-125-2070 Te 39 
Tennessee 66 416 *264-133-19 658 Sess 39 
Georgia 67 416 235-167-14 582 5 anes 38 
Florida 66 407 217-175-15 552 A icmeannGtate 36 
LSU 67 421 221-178-22 Ste. 
a Fe . E = Aen fe. 100-13 ee oe SCO eee ee eee 
Auburis Se) 05566). 435 227-190-18 343 Oklahoma 
Mississippi 66 411 *207-189-15 522 
Arkansas 8 64 *29-33-2 469 


Mississippi State 66 421 *142-267-12 B52). 


a ee 


aes fear *Includes 8 on-the-field Alabama victories and 1 tie listed as 
Georgia Tech 31 194 115-70-9 616 losses from 1993 season, games the NCAA forced Alabama to 
Tulane 83 obs Soe sr ere 
Sewanee 8 37 0-37-0 -000 


All-Time Wins 


Michigan 796 
Notre Dame 767 
Nebraska 743 

. Texas 735 

. ALABAMA *734 
Penn State 734 
Ohio State 716 


Tennessee *699 
Oklahoma 689 
Southern Cal 673 
Georgia 633 
Syracuse 632 
617 
610 
Colorado 608 


SEC Championships By Schools 


ALABAMA-21 (°33-34t-37-45-53-61t-64-65-66t-71-72-73-74-75-77-78-79-81t-89t-92-99) 
Tennessee—13 (38-39t-40-46t-5 1t-56-67-69-85-89t-90-97-98) 

Georgia—10 (42-46t-48-59-66t-68-76t-80-81t-82) 

LSU-7 ('35-36-38-61t-70-86-88t) } 
Ole Miss—6 (47-54-55-60-62-63) 

Auburn—5 (57-83-87-88t-89) 

Florida—5 (91-93-94-95-96) 

@Georgia Tech-5 (39t-43-44-51t-52) 

@Tulane-3 (34-39t-49) : 

Kentucky—2 (50-76t) 

Mississippi State-1 (41) @Denotes former member of SEC 
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2000 ALABAMA a 
FOOTBALL ROSTER =) 


Het Wet Class 


No. Name, Pos. 


Hgt Wet Class Exp Hometown No, Name, Pos. Exp Hometown 


1 Ron Logan, SE 6-0 170 So § Bedford, Ky. 32 Corey Ferguson, DB 5-10 165 So S§ Montgomery 

2 Antonio Carter, FL 5-9 190 So IL _ Tallahassee, Fla. 32 Lance Taylor, WR 5-9 174 Fr RS Mt. Vernon 

2 Carl McInnish, SS 6-1 180 So Sq Brewton 33 Shontua Ray, LCB 5-10 202 Jr lL = Montevallo 

3 Jason Kellen, P 6-4 219 Sr S Tuscaloosa 33 Nick Morgan, WR 5-11 185 fr § Birmingham 

4 Gerald Dixon, LCB 5-11 185 So IL _ Burtonsville, Md. 34 Santonio Beard, TB 6-1 205 So § Nashville, Tenn. 
4 Rob Egan, SE 6-4 200 So § Henderson, Ky. 35 Marcus Marshall, FB 5-9 235 So § Louisville, Ky: 

4 _ Ricky Shoop, PK 5-9 175 Jr Sq___ Shannon, Miss. 36 John Mark Harrison, WR 5-11 160 Fr RS __ Gardendale 

5 Andrew Zow, QB 6-2 217 Jr 2L Lake Butler, Fla. 36 Danny Kimble, RCB 5-7_ 180 So Sq __ Gadsden 

5 Eric Moore, RCB 5-10 180. So Sq__ Mobile 37 Joel Babb, FS 6-0 173 So Sq ___ Phenix City 

6 Marvin Brown, FB 6-0 252 Jr 2L__ Hyattsville, Md. 37__Wesley Welch, SN 6-3 178 Jr Sq Monroeville 

6 _ Richard Randolph, LCB 5-11 175 So Sq ___ Decatur, Ga. 38 Shawn Draper, TE 6-4+ 294 Sr 3L~—s Huntsville 

7 Sam Collins, SE 6-1 180 So IL _ Fayette 38 Trey Sanders, CB 5-11 195 Fr RS_ Fairfield 

7  Waine Bacon, LCB 5-10 170 SO Sq Forrestville, Md. 39 Tyler Harris, SS 6-1 210 Fr _ RS _ Clinton, Tenn. 
8 Chad Barron, PK 6-2 209 Jr Sq___ Marietta, Ga +1 Marcus Spencer, SS 6-2 194 Sr  3L York 

8 Ben Stevens, $ 6-3 188 Jr Sq__ Birmingham 41 Gresham Oliver, FB 5-9 205 Fr RS ___ Birmingham 

9 Victor Ellis, MLB 6-2 231 Jr 2L___Chattanooga, Tenn. 42 Brandon Miree, TB 6-2 228 Fr RS _ Cincinnati, Ohio 
9 Mark Miller, QB 6-1 200 Fr RS Gadsden 43 John Gartman, SE 6-4 175. Jr Sq ___ Camden 

10. Jeff Eller, WR 6-1 180 Jr Sq__ Pelham 43 Matthew Summerford, MLB 6-2_210 Fr Sq__ Oneonta 
10_Kyler O'Neill, FS 6-1 180 Fr RS __ Birmingham 44 Lane Bearden, P 6-0 180 So 1L_ Helena 

11 Saleem Rasheed, LLB 6-3 220 So IL Birmingham 44 Rashad Watkins, OLB 5-9 205 Fr RS Murlreesboro, Tenn. 
11 Mitch Fowler, PK 6-0 210 So Sq ___Vestavia 45 Marvin Constant, MLB 6-1 245 So IL __ Tuscaloosa 

L1_ Stephen Moore, FL 6-1 170 So Sq Double Springs +6 John Fielding, FS 6-3 188 Jr Sq __ Augusta, Ga. 

12 Roberto McBride, RCB 5-9 165 So Sq __Lakeland, Fla. 46 John Caldwell, TB 5-11 190 Fr RS ___ Hoover 

12 John Wells, SE 6-1 185 Fr $q__ Andalusia 4+7_Danny Haynes, PK 5-10 200 Fr RS_ Killen 
13_Kecalf Bailey, RCB 5-10 164 Sr 3L Tuscaloosa 47_ Stanley Jackson, OLB 6-4 241 Jr Sq___ Auburn 

14 Tyler Watts, QB 6-3 214 So lL Pelham 48 Leslie Williams, LDE 6-5 225 So Sq__Stone Mtn,, Ga. 
15 Freddie Milons, SE 5-11 183 Jr 2L Starkville, Miss. 48 Lendell Townsend, MLB 6-0 220 So Sq __ Prattville 
L6_Jonathan Richey, QB 6-1 210 Jr Sq___Geraldine 49 Jamie Hunter, MLB 6-3. 221 Jr Daphne 

16 RJ. Reed, SS 5-10 180 So S Tallahassee, Fla. +9 Jason Williams, FB 5-11 240 Fr RS__ Fairhope 

17 Brad Biel, RLB 5-11 215 Fr Sq__ Orlando, Fla. 49 Paul Jones, LLB 6-1 220 Jr Sq___Northport 

17 QO.J. Vance. LCB 5-8 170 So $q___ Antioch, Tenn. 50 Nick Ridings, SN 6-0 225 Fr RS Marietta, Ga. 

18 Luke Tucker, QB 5-11 177 So Sq __ Fayette 51 Allen Hollie, LDT 6-0 276 Jr Sq__ Atlanta, Ga. 

18 Terrence Braxton, SS 6-0 215 So Tr __ Demopolis 52 Corey Bryan, RLB 6-1 210 Jr Andalusia 

19 Jason Jones, FS 5-11 180 Sr  2L_ Tuscaloosa 53 Rob Saucier, RLB 5-10 220 So Sq__ Mobile 

20 Charles Jones, FS 6-1 180 Fr RS Waynesboro, Ga. 53 Pat Hollingsworth, C 6-1 306 So Sq ___ Baton Rouge, La. 
20 Chris Kemp, PK 5-9 171 Sr LL Jacksonville, Fla. 53 Mal Waldrep, C 6-4 276 Jr Sq___ Columbus, Ga. 
21 Milo Lewis, LCB 6-0 176 Sr lL Mtn. View, Calif. 54 Kindal Moorehead, LDE 6-3 293 Jr 2L__ Memphis, Tenn. 
22 Aries Monroe, MLB 6-3 220 Jr JC __ Tallahassee, Fla. 55 Kenny King, RDE 64 270 So IL Daphne 

22 Mark Wisniewski, PK 6-1 167 So IL _ Jacksonville, Fla. 55_Pat Boylan, OL 6-4 275 Sr Sq __ Bedford, N.H. 
23 Reggie Myles, S 5-11 185 Jr 2L__ Pascagoula, Miss. 57 Joseph Faavae, LB 5-11 230 Sr Sq___Carson, Calif. 
23 Clifton Carter, TB 5-10 185 So Sq __ Theodore 57 Glenn Newman, MLB _6-2_ 230 _~Fr___RS__ Shelbyville, Tenn. 
24+ Tony Dixon, SS-S 6-2 203 Sr 3L~—=s Reform 58 Alonzo Ephraim, C 6-3 280 So Sq __ Birmingham 

24 Chad Handley, SE 6-0 180 Jr Sq__ Columbiana 59 David Hardin, LLB 6-2 205 Fr Sq __ Birmingham 

25 Hirchel Bolden, WR 5-10 190 So 1L Dothan 60 Garry McNealy, Gi 6-4 285 Fr HS __ Perry, Fla. 

25 Dennis Bonga, SE 6-3 197 So Sq ___ Tallahassee, Fla. 61 Todd Whitmore, NT 6-5 300 Sr Sq __ Ranburne 

26 Arvin Richard, SE 5-7 178 Sr 3L Atlanta 62 Tripp Powell, SN 6-0 255 So Sq __Tuscaloosa 

26 Trumaine Pruitt, CB 5-11 165 Fr__ Sq __Aliceville 63 Casey Gilbert, LG 6-4 270 Fr__ RS __ Pascagoula, Miss. 
27 Derrick Thomas, S$ 6-3 186 Jr Sq___ Tuscaloosa 64 Randall Shoultz, LT 6-5 330 Fr__ Rs __ Saltipa 

27 Jason Wilkins, DB 5-10 160 Fr RS_ Birmingham 65__Dante Ellington, LT 6-6 335 So IL Leighton 

28 Shaun Bohanon, TB 6-2 215 Sr 1L__Oak Ridge, Tenn. 65 Scout Mimms, RT 6-5 265 Jr Sq___ Bowdon, Ga. 

28 Thad Walker, SS 5-10 175 So Sq__ Montevallo 66 Shaun Williams, LT 6-5 266 Jr Sq__ Augusta, Ga. 

29 _Ahmaad Galloway, TB__6-1_ 212 So IL __ Millington, Tenn. 67 Kelvis White, NT 6-4 291 Sr 2L Courtland 

29 Calvin Cook, RCB 6-0 170 So Sq __ Sylacauga 68 Joel Dunn, OL 6-3 305 Sr Sq __ Birmingham 

30 Dustin McClintock, FB 6-3 271 Sr  3L Quinlan, Texas 69 Matt Lomax, OT 6-4 295 Fr RS Mobile 

30 John McClelland, RCB 5-11 170 So Sq __ Wetumpka 71 Marico Portis. LG 6-2 300 So IL Prichard 

31 Adam Cox, RLB 6-1 208 Jr 2L ‘Jasper 72 Will Cuthbert, RG 6-5 329 Sr 3L_—sCF+t.. Pre, Fla. 
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73 Dennis Alexander, RG 6-5 315 _Fr__ RS___ Memphis, Tenn. 88 Keema Curry, TE 6-5 270 So Alpine 


74 Paul Hogan, C 6-4 275 Sr 3L. Valdosta, Ga. 88 Reid Holley, PK 5-10 170 So _Sq__ Mobile 

75 Griff Redmill, LG 6-6 301 Sr 3L__Jasper 89 Theo Sanders, TE 6-3 240 So Sq___ Birmingham 
76 Lannis Baxley, RT 6-6 295 So yes Waynesboro, Ga. 90_Jeremy Sadow, TE 6-6 210 Fr RS __ Jupiter, Fla. 
77. Bart Raulston, RT 6-9 337 So IL __ Sylvania 90 Karlton Smith, LDE 6-2 270 So Sq ___ Demopolis 
79_Ray Marshall, RDT 6-5 335 So Sq Montevallo 91 David Barron, MLB 6-2 F154 Sr Sq___ Marietta, Ga. 
80_ Jason McAddley, FL 6-2 194 Jr 2L__Oak Ridge, Tenn. 92 Patrick Tate, TE 6-3 224 So Sq __ Ft. Payne 

81 Brandon Greer, SE 6-2 195 Fr  RS_ Rainbow City 93 Bradley Ledbetter, SN 6-3. 259 Sr 2L = Pelham 

82. Terry Jones, Jr., TE 6-3. 262 Jr 2L___— Tuscaloosa 93 Chauvon McFadden, LDE 6-3 274 Jr S Herndon, Va. 


84 Jeremy Drummond, TE 6-4 256 Jr Sq__Picayune, Miss, 


94 Derek Sanders, RDE 


6-4 277 So S Sandersville, Ga, 


86 Joe Yount, RDE 6-5 257 Jr Sq Albertville 95 Sam Matthews, RDT 6-6 291 Jr S Jacksonville, Fla. 
86 Hamid Haqq, WR 6-0 185 Fr Sq __ Huntsville 96 Jarret Johnson, DT 6-4 268 So IL Chiefland, Fla. 
87 Michael James, WR 5-11 170 Jr Tr _ Tuscaloosa 98 David Voyles, TE 6-5 270 So S§ Ripley, Miss. 

88 Kenny Smith, DT 6-5 286 Sr 3L = Meridian, Miss. 99 Darius Gilbert, RLB 6-2 235 Jr 2L = =Oxford 


2000 Signees 


Name, Pos. Hgt. Wet. Hometown School/Junior 
College 

Dennis Alexander, C 6-5 215 Memphis, Tenn. Westwood 
Carlos Andrews, DB 6-0 200 Tallahassee, Fla. Godby 
Wesley Britt, OL 6-8 295 Cullman Cullman 
Connie Brown, DB 6-3. 210 San Francisco San Francisco CC 
Anthony Bryant, DL 6-4 324 Newbern Sunshine 
*Gerard Clark, DL 6-7__268 Daytona Beach, Fla. Maitland/Milford Prep 
Reggie Cordy, OL 6-3. 270 Dublin, Ga. Dublin 
Brooks Daniels, LB 6-3 200 Jasper, Fla. Hamilton County 
*Dre Fulgham, WR 6-2. 210 Montevallo Montevallo 
#Tarry Givens, WR 6-5 200 Tallahassee, Fla. Godby 
*Raymon Hudson, DB _5-10 205 Bonifay, Fla. Holmes County 
Chris “CJ.” James, DB__ 6-1 __180__Albany, Ga. Dougherty 
Harold James, LB/SS 6-1 218 Osceola, Ark. Osceola 
Donnie Lowe, LB 6-3 225 LaVergne, Tenn. LaVergne 
Triandos Luke, WR 6-0 175 Phenix City Central 
Danny Martz, OL 6-5 295 Hyattsville, Md. DeMatha Catholic 
Evan Mathis, OL 6-5 255 Homewood Homewood 
Nautyn McKay-Loescher, DL 6-4 240 Toronto, Ontario, 

Canada Central Tech 
*#Garry McNealy, DL. 6-5 275 Perry, Fla. Taylor County 
Albert Means, DL 6-6 310 Memphis, Tenn. Trezevant 
@Maurice “Mo” Mitchell, OL 6-7 310 Albany, Ga. Doughert 
#Aries Monroe, LB 6-2 232 Tallahassee, Fla. Coffeyville, Kansas, JC 
Antwan Odom, DL 6-6 260 Bayou LaBatre Alma Bryant 
Shawn Oglesby, DL 6-7 _230 Owensboro, Ky. San Francisco CC 
Jason Rawls, LB 6-1 215 Statesboro, Ga. Statesboro 
Matthew Sanders, P 6-2 220 Ashville Ashville 
Justin Smiley, OL 6-4 303 Brooklet, Ga. Southeast Bulloch 
@Mac Tyler, DL 6-6 320 Bessemer Jess Lanier/Milford Prep 
Derrian Walker, WR 5-10 180 Bessemer Jess Lanier 


Thurman Ward, DB 6-2 180 Starkville, Miss. Starkville 


*Derrick Woods, WR 5-9 172 Memphis, Tenn. Melrose 
Cornelius Wortham, LB/SS_ 6-2 190 Calhoun City, Miss. Calhoun City 


* Re-signed alter signing in 1999 but failing to gain academic eligibility 

+ Has not yet signed, but expected to enroll at Alabama in August 

# Already enrolled at Alabama and participated in spring football practice and also 
listed on varsity roster 

@ Expected to attend prep school in 2000 
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In 1969, Alabama Assistant Athletics Director Charley Thornton came up with the idea to have Alabama fans choose the Team of the Decade for the 1960s. The poll 
was conducted through daily newspapers in the state of Alabama. In 1979, 1989 and 1999 ’BAMmA took over the poll. Here are the Alabama Teams of the Decades: 


1960s—Offense 


Tight End-Bill Battle 

Wide Receiver—Ray Perkins 

Wide Receiver-Dennis Homan 
Offensive Lineman-Billy Neighbors 
Offensive Lineman-Cecil Dowdy 
Offensive Lineman—-Alvin Samples 
Offensive Lineman-Jimmy Sharpe 
Center—Paul Crane 
Quarterback—Joe Namath 
Quarterback—Ken Stabler 
Running Back-Steve Bowman 
Running Back—Mike Fracchia 
Placekicker—Tim Davis 


1960s—Defense 


End-Mike Ford 

End-Creed Gilmer 
Lineman-Billy Neighbors 
Lineman-Alvin Samples 
Lineman-Dan Kearley 
Linebacker—Lee Roy Jordan 
Linebacker—Wayne Hall 
Linebacker—Darwin Holt 
Defensive Back—Bobby Johns 
Defensive Back—Donnie Sutton 
Defensive Back—Cotton Clark 
Punter—Steve Davis 


Player of the Decade of the 1960s 
Lee Roy Jordan 


1970s—Offense 


Tight End—Ozzie Newsome 

Wide Receiver-Wayne Wheeler 
Offensive Lineman—John Hannah 
Offensive Lineman—Buddy Brown 
Offensive Lineman—Jim Bunch 
Offensive Lineman-Buddy Aydelette 
Center—Dwight Stephenson 
Quarterback—Richard Todd 
Running Back—Johnny Musso 
Running Back—Major Ogilvie 
Running Back—Johnny Davis 
Placekicker—Bill Davis 


1970s—Defense 


End-Leroy Cook 

End-E.J. Junior 

Lineman—Bob Baumhower 
Lineman—Marty Lyons 
Lineman-Gus White 
Linebacker—Barry Krauss 
Linebacker-Woodrow Lowe 
Defensive Back—-Mike Washington 
Defensive Back—Ricky Davis 
Defensive Back—Murray Legg 
Defensive Back-Don McNeal 
Punter—Greg Gantt 

Player of the Decade of the 1970s 


Ozzie Newsome 
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1980s—Offense 


Tight End—Lamonde Russell 
Wide Receiver—Joey Jones 

Wide Receiver—Al Bell 

Offensive Lineman-Bill Condon 
Offensive Lineman-Terrill Chatman 
Offensive Lineman—Bob Cayavec 
Offensive Lineman-Larry Rose 
Center—Wes Neighbors 
Quarterback—Gary Hollingsworth 
Running Back-Bobby Humphrey 
Running Back—Ricky Moore 
Placekicker—Van Tiffin 


1980s-—Defense 


Outside Linebacker—Cornelius Bennett 
Outside Linebacker—Derrick Thomas 
Lineman-Mike Pitts 

Lineman-Jon Hand 

Lineman-Willie Wyatt 

Inside Linebacker—Keith McCants 
Inside Linebacker-Thomas Boyd 
Defensive Back—-John Mangum 
Defensive Back—Kermit Kendrick 
Defensive Back—Jeremiah Castille 
Defensive Back-Tommy Wilcox 
Punter—Chris Mohr 

Player of the Decade of the 1980s 


Cornelius Bennett 


1990s—Offense 


Tight End—Patrick Hape 

Wide Receiver—David Palmer 
Wide Receiver—Freddie Milons 
Offensive Lineman—Jon Stevenson 
Offensive Lineman—Will Friend 
Offensive Lineman-Roosevelt Patterson 
Offensive Lineman—Chris Samuels 
Center—Roger Shultz 
Quarterback—Jay Barker 

Running Back—Shaun Alexander 
Running Back—Kevin Turner 
Placekicker—Philip Doyle 


1990s—Defense 


Linebacker—Dwayne Rudd 
Linebacker—Antonio London 
Linebacker—Lemanski Hall 
Lineman-Erie Curry 
Lineman-John Copeland 
Lineman-Shannon Brown 
Lineman—Cornelius Griffin 
Defensive Back—George Teague 
Defensive Back—Antonio Langham 
Defensive Back—Sam Shade 
Defensive Back—Fernando Bryant 
Punter—Daniel Pope 

Player of the Decade of the 1990s 


Jay Barker 


Coach Bob Toledo 


Defensive End Kenyon Coleman 


Location: Los Angeles, California 

Nickname: Bruins 

Colors: Blue and Gold 

Conference: Pacilic-10 

Stadium: Rose Bowl (94,000, but record 106,869) 

1999 Record: 4-7 (2-6 PAC-10) 

All-Time Record vs. Alabama: 0-1-0 

Head Coach: Bob Toledo (San Francisco St., '68) 

Career Record: 58-53 (includes 15-6 at 1-AA UC Riverside) 

Record at UCLA: 29-17 

Starters Returning: |7 

Offense (7 ): QB Cory Paus, G Oscar Cabrera, G Brian Polak, T Mike 
Salfer, C Troy Danoff, T Blake Worley, TE Gabe Crecion 
E Kenyon Coleman, OLB Ryan Nece, OLB Tony White, T 
Ken Kocher, E Rusty Williams, MLB Robert Thomas, CB 
Ricky Manning, Jr., S Lovell Houston 

Specialists (2): P Nate Fiske, PK Chris Griffith 


1999 Results 


September + UCLA 38 Boise State 7 
September 11 Ohio State 42 UCLA 20 
September 18 UCLA 35 Fresno State 35 
September 25 Stanford 42 UCLA 32 
October 2 Arizona State 28 UCLA 27 
October 9 UCLA 34 Oregon 29 
October 16 California 17 UCLA 0 
October 23 Oregon State 55 UCLA 7 
October 30 Arizona 33 UCLA 7 
November 13 UCLA 23 Washington 20 (OT) 
November 20 USC 17 UCLA 7 


2000 Schedule 


September 2 Alabama 
September 9 Fresno State 
September 16 Michigan 
September 23 al Oregon 
September 30 Arizona State 
October 14 al California 
October 21 Oregon State 
October 28 al Arizona 
November 4+ Stanford 
November 11 aL Washington 


November 18 USC 


- Saturday, - 
September 2 
Rose Bowl — 
Pasadena 


hat a difference a year makes, 
\ \ / The performance of the UCLA Bruins in 1999 was so 
dramatically different from their 1998 performance that head 
coach Bob Toledo, a sudden golden boy following 1998, found himself 
defending his employment as the century turned. 

In 1998, UCLA finished the regular season 10-1, losing only in the last 
week 49-45 while playing on the road against the Miami Hurricanes. In 
1999, the Bruins were a dismal 4-7, finishing next to last in the worst 
edition of the PAC-10 in years. 

So which team will likely show up in 2000? To know, you need to know 
what caused the Bruins to fall apart in ’99. 

The one constant between the 1998 and 1999 UCLA teams was the lack 
of defensive prowess displayed by Toledo's charges. UCLA was quick to 
throw the bomb first and apologize for their defensive performance later. 
As such, they won three games in 1998 when giving up 30 points or more. 
The same philosophy was in place for 1999 when the most dreaded word 
in collegiate athletics-injury-came to call. When a lack of depth, coupled 
with youth and a lack of commitment to stopping the opposition set in, 
UCLA was in trouble. From September 25 to October 30, the Bruins went 
1-5, which included a 17-0 shutout loss to California and a 55-7 poleaxing 
at the hands of Oregon State. 

For 2000, the Bruins hope they have it all figured out. If they can’t get 
that far, they at least are hoping the 2000 team MVP doesn't have the let- 
ters “M.D,” following his name. Sophomores Ryan McCann and Cory Paus 
will compete for the starting quarterback job and both are good bets to 
play against the Tide. Together, the duo combined for 12 interceptions 
against only seven touchdowns in 1999, Both are long on talent, but short 
on experience and prior accomplishments. 

DeShaun Foster will be the starting tailback, and if he is fully recovered 
from a high ankle sprain, could be a force. UCLA has plenty of bodies at 
the position, but most are smallish types resembling pinballs. Quality 
depth at fullback (a former walk-on and a converted linebacker) is thin, 

One place the Bruins could give Alabama trouble is in the wide receiv- 
ing corps. UCLA is stocked full of tall, athletic receivers like Brian Poli- 
Dixon (6-5, 218), Jon Dubravac (6-4, 213) and Ryan Smith (6-3, 201), the 
types that have given Alabama [its in the recent past. When added to 
performers like Freddie Mitchell and Cody Joyce, Alabama fans could be 
in for some nervous moments. 

The offensive line is talented, much more so than the team’s 1999 
performance would indicate. Injuries crippled them last year, as only one 
player (tackle Brian Polak) started all 11 games, and he did it at two 
positions. If healthy, this unit is good and they have depth. 

There is little to recommend the Bruin defensive unit if their previous 
years’ play is any indication. Defensive end Kenyon Coleman is the excep- 
tion, gathering consideration for the Lombardi Award and All-America 
honors last year. The rest of the defensive line is nothing if not huge, as 
the two interior tackles weigh in excess of 600 pounds combined. 

Although the linebacking and defensive back corps have experience, 
they are vulnerable. UCLA ranked dead last in rushing defense last year in 
the PAC-10. They were seventh out of ten teams in pass defense, eighth in 
scoring defense, and ninth in total defense. Although some players were 
injured, the team’s performance would likely have not improved by much 
if all had been healthy. 

Both kickers return for the Bruins, and both had good seasons last year. 

For Alabama, the challenge will be to outscore the Bruins. UCLA has a 
potent offense, and if they can find an effective quarterback, they can 
make a lot of noise through the air. The defense, however, bears a striking 
resemblance to a sieve. Expect a high-scoring contest in the storied Rose 
Bowl, 


-Jess Nicholas 


(Editor's Note: Apologies to former Alabama Graduate Assistant Coach Bob Field, 
now assistant head coach, defensive coordinator and secondary coach at UCLA.) 
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Saturday, 

September 9 
Legion Field 
Birmingham 


Coach Woody Widenhofer 


Location: Nashville, Tennessee 

Nickname: Commodores 

Colors: Black and Gold 

Conference: SEC East 

Stadium: Vanderbilt (41,000) 

1999 Record: 5-6 (2-6 SEC) 

All-Time Record ys. Alabama: 19-55-4 

Head Coach: Woody Widenholer (Missouri, 1965) 

Career Record: 22-54-1 

Record at Vanderbilt: 10-23 

Starters Returning: 17 

Offense (7 ): T Brian Gruber, TE Elliott Carson, QB Greg Zolman, RB 
Rodney Williams, WR Dan Stricker, G Jim May, G 
Michael Saltsman 

Defense (9): LB Nate Morrow, E Doyle Crosby, NT Ryan Aulds, LB 
Matt Stewart, LB Jamie Winborn, CB Jimmy Williams, 
CB Rushen Jones, FS Harold Lercius, DT Russ Nicoll 

Specialists (1): P/PK John Markham 


Alabama 28 Vanderbilt 17 
Vanderbilt 3+ Northern Illinois 31 
Vanderbilt 37 (OT) Ole Miss 31 

Van erbilt 31 Duke 14 


Linebacker Jamie Winborn 


The Citadel 0 
Georgia 7 Vanderbilt 17 
Vanderbilt 11 South Carolina 10 
_ Floridal3 ——~—C<S«~S;S;*:*:*:~”:””””” Sandel S”S~CS~S 


Florida 13 Vanderbilt 6 

Kentucky 19 Vanderbilt 17 

Tennessee 38 Vanderbilt LO 
2000 Schedule 


September 2 Miami, OH 
> at Alabama (Legion Field) 

September 16 Ole Miss 

September 23 Duke 

September 30 at Aubrun 


October 7 al Wake Forest 
October 14 at Georgia 
October 21 South Carolina 
November 4 Florida 
November 11 at Kentucky 


November 25 Tennessee (Adelphia Coliseum) 
November 13 at LSU 
at 


November 20 Army 
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hen Woody Widenhofer took over the Vanderbilt program in 

1997, he was thought by most an excellent defensive tactician 

who had nonetheless failed in his four-year tenure as coach of 
Missouri. Widenholer had compiled a 12-31-1 mark from 1985 to 1988 
with Mizzou, and most viewed with skepticism his hiring at Vandy. 
Things didn't get much better for Widenhofer when he notched records of 
3-8 and 2-9 in his first two years with the Commodores. 

Following 1998, the talk was not if Widenhofer would be fired, but 
when. The talk then moved to trying to guess which school would be 
lucky enough to secure his services as defensive coordinator. 

Well, a funny thing happened on the way to the unemployment office. 
Widenhofer’s troops put up a record of 5-6 in 1999 and came within an 
eyelash of being bowl-eligible, losing to Kentucky by only two points in 
the tenth game of the season. The reason for the Commodores’ success 
was that finally, they found an offense to go with Widenholer’s suffocating 
defense, 

For the second year in a row, Vanderbilt will bring back nearly the 
entire team from a year before. Vanderbilt will return 17 starters, includ- 
ing nine starters from the 24th-ranked defense in Division | football. 

Linebacker Jamie Winborn, an Alabama native, is the best of a unit that 
is as pesky as a gnat infestation. Winborn led the SEC in total tackles for 
the second year in a row, gathering 141. He tallied 17 tackles for losses, 
live sacks, forced two fumbles, recovered one, and broke up two passes. 
He is an All-America candidate and a rarity in Vanderbilt football-a player 
who could conceivably leave a year early for the NFL draft. 

Winborn is flanked by linebackers Nate Morrow and Matt Stewart. 
While much less publicized. they are still better than is usually expected 
of Vanderbilt linebackers. Stewart could use a step or two more speed, but 
playing around Winborn makes him and Morrow all-important cogs in 
the defensive machine, 

Along the defensive line, senior Ryan Aulds is solid, but what surronds 
him-—namely, ends Doyle Crosby and Russ Nicoll could use a little work. 
There is no doubt that the strength of the Vanderbilt defense lies in the 
linebacking corps, as the defensive line often gets pushed around by 
bigger, stronger offensive fronts. 

There is experience in the secondary, but there are also holes. Strong 
safety Ainsley Battles has graduated, leaving only cornerback Jimmy 
Williams as a bona fide SEC-caliber player. Fellow cornerback Rushen 
Jones got a baptism by fire last year, and free safety Harold Lercius must 
also step up a notch. Last year Vanderbilt allowed nearly 200 yards per 
game through the air, which was not even close to the top 50 programs in 
the country. 

As for the offensive side of the ball, Vanderbilt looks to have finally 
stopped the revolving door of offensive philosophies and has settled on a 
ball control, spread-type offensive similar to that of Alabama’. 

Working under Quarterbacks Coach Jeff Rutledge (Alabama, '78), left- 
hander Greg Zolman came from nowhere to develop into a reliable, if 
unspectacular passer, He has only average footwork and arm strength, but 
his vision is good and he has above average accuracy. Vanderbilt also has 
depth at this position, with as many as four other players with the capa- 
bility of playing in the SEC. 

Zolman will, for the first time in seemingly a decade, not have Tavarus 
Hogans and Todd Yoder as receivers. Both have graduated, meaning the 
bulk of the passes will go to one of last year's breakout stories, Dan 
Stricker. Zolman can also rest easy knowing that he has possibly the best 
tight end in the conference in Elliot Carson. Carson not only has good 
hands, but is adept at blocking as well. 

Rodney Williams and Jared McGrath will continue to split time in the 
backfield. Williams is a quick, cutback runner while McGrath is a power 
back who plays with an attitude. Lew Thomas, underutilized as a fullback 
last year, will probably see his workload increase as Vanderbilt begins to 
employ more two-back sets. 

The offensive line is big and experienced, with the steady Brian Gruber 
and Jim May anchoring the unit. Depth, however, is thin as always. 

John Markham is an experienced punter and placekicker. 

Could this be the year that Vandy returns to the postseason? Nothing is 
certain in Nashville, but the outlook is definitely brighter than it was just 
two short years ago, -Jess Nicholas 


a 


Coach Jeff Bower Tailback Derrick Nix 


Location: Hattiesburg, Mississippi 

Nickname: Golden Eagles 

Colors: Black and Gold 

Conference: Conference USA 

Stadium: M.M. Roberts (33,000) 

1999 Record: 9-3 (6-0 C-USA) 

All-Time Record vs. Alabama: 5-29-2 

Head Coach: Jeff Bower (Southern Miss, 1975) 

Career Record: 59-43-] 

Record at Southern Miss: 59-43-1 

Starters Returning: 16 

Offense (8): QB Jeff Kelly, WR Dannye Fowler, RB Derrick Nix, TE 
Buck Miciotto, T Torrin Tucker, C Zeb Landers, G Billy 
Clay, T Jeremy Bridges 

Defense (7): DE Cedrick Scott, NT DeQuincy Scott, DT Daleroy 
Stewart, OLB Roy Magee, 5 Leo Barnes, S Chad Williams, 
CB Raymond Walls 

Specialists (1): PK Brant Hanna 


Southern Miss 48 Tulane 14 
Southern Miss 40 Northwestern St. 6 
Nebraska 20 Southern Miss 13 
Texas AGM 23 Southern Miss 
Southern Miss 39 East Carolina 22 
Southern Miss 24 Army 0 

Southern Miss 28 Cincinnati 20 
Alabama 35 Southern Miss 14 
Southern Miss 20 Memphis 5 
Southern Miss 48 aLalayeine 0 
Southern Miss 30 Louisville 27 
Southern Miss 23 Colorado St. 17 (Liberty Bowl) 


2000 Schedule 


September 2 at Tennessee 


September 16 at Alabama 


eptember 23 at Oklahoma State 
September 30 Memphis 
October 7 eS Florida 


October 14 at Tulane 
ctober 21 at Houston 
November 4 Louisville 

November II al UAB 
November 18 at Cincinnati 


November 25 East Carolina 


Saturday, 
September 16 
Legion Field 
Birmingham 


the trees, lazy afternoons spent fishing with grandparents. ..and 
the obligatory matchup with the University of Southern 
Mississippi. 

For many a year, Alabama has played three teams from the Magnolia 
State. In addition to SEC foes Ole Miss and Mississippi State, Alabama 
has been the circled destination on the calendar of football players 
from Hattiesburg. When no one else would give the Golden Eagles a 
chance, Alabama gave them a place to develop a name. In return, Tide 
fans usually got a tougher game than they ever wanted. 

That is still true even to this day, as Southern Miss—made up largely 
of players deemed “not good enough” to get scholarship offers from 
SEC schools—brings their fiery brand of football to Birmingham on 
September 16. (In truth, a large number of the Eagles’ players are good 
enough for SEC scholarships, but the SEC limit of two partial quali- 
fiers has been a bonanza for C/USA teams, under no such constraints.) 

As usual, Southern Miss will bring a large number of players from 
the state of Alabama. Among those are a pair of offensive stars that 
have Bama defensive coaches furrowing their brows already. 
Quarterback Jeff Kelly, who played his prep ball at Citronelle, will lead 
the Golden Eagles into Legion Field. Kelly was ninth in the nation last 
year in passing efficiency with a 143.66 rating. Kelly completed 153 of 
260 passes (a 58.8 completion percentage) and threw 21 touchdowns 
against only 11 interceptions. 

Although Kelly is a known quantity, to whom he will be throwing is 
not. The Golden Eagles lost super seniors Todd Pinkston and Sherrod 
Gideon to the NFL draft, meaning Dannye Fowler and Shawn Mills 
must step up. John Floyd and LeRoy Handy, along with Steve 
Bourquard, Corey Hosey, Ali Alherimi, and tight end Buck Miciotto 
will also be available as targets. 

Running the ball most of the time will be Etowah’s Derrick Nix. Nix 
turned down scholarships to larger schools to attend USM, and racked 
up 1,054 yards last year in the process. Nix is a tough inside runner 
with the bulk to break the initial tackle. 

The offensive line could be a question mark because of their size. 
Guards Billy Clay and Tre Chambers are smallish, averaging around 
265 pounds between them. Center Zeb Landers, who once called 
Northport home, is listed at 286 but is probably a little smaller. Torrin 
Tucker, while carrying 315 pounds on his frame, is a new starter at 
tackle and will have a tough task on his hands protecting Kelly in 
Southern Miss’ wide open offense. 

The defensive side of the ball features two bona fide stars on the 
defensive front (end Cedric Scott and tackle DeQuincy Scott), but 
graduation left serious holes in the linebacking corps and overall 
depth. Of the remaining five positions in the front seven, only line- 
backer Roy Magee was a full-time starter. Defensive tackle Daleroy 
Stewart does have some starting experience, however. 

The secondary is much more stable, led by super safety Leo Barners. 
Three-year letterman Raymond Walls will start at one cornerback spot, 
and Chad Williams is back for another tour of duty opposite Barnes. 
Keon Moore and Corey Yates will battle at the other cornerback slot. 
Williams is the team’s leading returning tackler with 108 stops in 
1999. 

Brant Hanna returns at placekicker, but some improvement is need- 
ed. Hanna missed two extra points last year and hit on only 61 per 
cent of his field goal attempts. Mark Haulman will likely punt. 

If prior experience is any indication, Alabama fans can expect 
Southern Miss to be fired up when the teams clash in game three. 
Southern Miss always seems to be severely outclassed in talent, but 
manages to scrap and find a way to get close in the end. Alabama is 
hoping this year isn’t one of the close ones. 


FE: brings many things to Alabama-the turning of the leaves on 


-Jess Nicholas 
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Saturday, 
September 23 
Razorback Stadium 
Fayetteville 


Coach Houston Nutt Linebacker Quinton Caver 


Location: Fayetteville, Arkansas 

Nickname: Razorbacks 

Colors: Cardinal and White 

Conference: SEC West 

Stadium: Razorback (51,000) 

1999 Record: 8-4 (4-4 SEC) 

All-Time Record vs. Alabama: 3-7-0 

Head Coach: Houston Nutt (Oklahoma State, 1981) 

Career Record: 52-30-0 

Record at Arkansas: |7-7 

Starters Returning: 10 

Offense (4): T Shannon Money, G La'Zerius White, C Josh Melton, G 
Kenny Sandlin 

Defense (5): E Randy Garner, NG Curt Davis, E Carlos Hall, LB 
Quinton Caver, CB Orlando Green 

Specialists (1): P Richie Butler 


Arkansas 26 SMU 0 
Arkansas 44 La-Monroe 6 
Alabama 35 Arkansas 28 


Kentucky 31 Arkansas 20 
Arkansas 58 MTSU 6 

Arkansas 48 South Carolina 14 
Arkansas 34 Auburn 10 

Ole Miss 38 Arkansas 16 


Arkansas 28 Tennessee 24 


Arkansas 14 Mississippi St. 9 
LSU 35 Arkansas 10 


Arkansas 27 Texas 6 (Cotton Bowl) 


2000 Schedule 


September 2 SW Missouri State (Little Rock) 
September 16 Boise State (Little Rock) 
September 23 Alabama 

September 30 Georgia 

October 7 Louisiana-Monroe 
October 14 at South Carolina 

October 28 at Auburn 

November + Ole Miss 


November 11 at Tennessee 


November 18 at Mississippi State 
November 25 LSU (Little Rock) 
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had been like the character in “The Man Without a Country,” fail- 
ing to fit in with its surroundings and risking exile to the nether- 
world of college football. 

Then, old-school Danny Ford was replaced by rah-rah youngster 
Houston Nutt, and things changed-drastically. Arkansas has beaten the 
odds to field a competitive football team without a true home base for 
recruiting, and has proven to be a formidable foe for the Crimson Tide in 
the Southeastern Conference's Western Division. 

For the first time in Houston Nutt reign as Razorbacks coach, howev- 
er, he will go into battle with a very green and untested unit. This year’s 
edition of Arkansas football boasts only ten returning starters and a hand- 
ful of seniors with measurable experience. And, perhaps most disturbing 
for Arkansas fans, there is turmoil at the quarterback position. 

Robby Hampton has the inside track on the QB job. Hampton complet- 
ed 25-of-45 passes (55.6 per cent) for 267 yards and two touchdowns last 
year as a backup to the thoroughly average Clint Stoerner. Hampton is just 
a sophomore, but he is 24 years old and has shown surprising poise when 
called upon in the past. He is competing for the job with Gary Brashears, 


KE ver since the collapse of the old Southwest Conference, Arkansas 


Jr., who possesses a cannon for an arm but not much experience. 


Neither quarterback, however, will be called upon to do a lot in 
Arkansas’ ball control offense. In fact, the most important quality for 
Hampton or Brashears will be the ability to turn around and pitch the ball 
to tailback Cedric Cobbs. Cobbs, a sophomore, has electric talent and has 
drawn comparisons to backs ranging from Earl Campbell to Herschel 
Walker to any and everyone in between. Cobbs rushed for only 668 yards 
last year, but did it at nearly a six yard-per-carry clip. 

Whether passing or running the ball, Houston Nutt can rely on an 
offensive line that has a veteran flavor. Tackle Shannon Money is an All- 
SEC candidate, and will be joined by fellow returning starters La’Zerius 
White and center Josh Melton. Guard Kenny Sandlin also has starting 
experience. Gary Hobbs, who came to Arkansas with promise only to 
miss last season while dealing with personal problems, returns. Whether 
or not he can shake off the rust will be instrumental to Arkansas’ success. 
Depth is a little shaky. 

Whoever wins the starting quarterback job will have plenty of talented 
receivers. Big, tall Eddie “Boo” Williams (6-4, 235) will be the main tar- 
get, although counterpart Michael Snowden quietly gets the job done. 
Replacing Joe Dean Davenport at tight end is no easy feat, but Marcellus 
Poydras does have playing experience. In the backfield, Eric Branch, one 
of the most underrated fullbacks in the SEC, is back for his fourth year. 

Although Cobbs and the quarterback duo are getting the majority of 
the press, the success of Arkansas’ season will likely be determined by the 
ability of newcomers to plug important holes in the defense. 

Randy Garner returns as a starter at defensive end opposite the under- 
rated Carlos Hall, but the tackle positions could be troublesome. Tackle 
Sacha Lancaster is a good player, but may not be the type of player that 
can go every down. Curt Davis has starting experience at the other tackle 
slot, but the majority of the reserves are fairly pedestrian in talent. 

Quinton Caver is a homewrecker at linebacker, and J.J. Jones can be a 
star when not plagued by the injury bug. Jeremiah Harper and Jim Ed 
Reed are a pair of seniors who will split time at the other linebacker spot, 
but depth behind those two is made up largely of freshmen. 

The real problem could come in defending the pass, because Arkansas 
has no proven players in their secondary. Harold Harris and Orlando 
Green have both started games in the past. but neither is viewed as a 
strength. Corey Harris and Jimmy Beasley are unknowns at the safety 
positions. 

Richie Butler punted to a 40 yards-per-kick average last year and can 
get the job done. Placekicker is up for grabs with senior Matt Swartz and 
incoming freshman Brennan O’Donohoe the likely contenders. 

Arkansas has talent on the field in a lot of places; the question is, can 
they get good, consistent performances out of other starting players who 
would be only part-time contributors on better teams. 

—Jess Nicholas 
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Coach Lou Holtz 


Location: Columbia, South Carolina 

Nickname: Gamecocks 

Colors: Garnet and Black 

Conference: SEC East 

Stadium: Williams-Brice Stadium (80,250) 

1999 Record: 0-11 (0-8 SEC) 

All-Time Record vs. Alabama: 0-9-0 

Head Coach: Lou Holtz (Kent State, 1959) 

Career Record: 216-95-7 

Record at Arkansas: 0-11 

Starters Returning: 15 

Offense (8): WR Jermale Kelly, T Cedric Williams, G Langston Moore, 
C Phillip Jones, T Melvin Paige, QB Phil Petty, RB 
Antoine Nesmith, RB Andrew Pinnock 

Defense (7): NG Cleveland Pinkney, T Cecil Caldwell, E Kalimba 
Edwards, LB Kenneth Harvey, CB Kevin House, CB 
Rashad Faison, FS Sheldon Brown 

Specialists (0 ) 


N. Carolina St. 10 South Carolina 0 
Georgia 24 South Carolina 9 
East Carolina 21 South Carolina 3 
Mississippi St. 17 South Carolina 0 
Ole Miss 36 South Carolina 10 
Kentucky 30 South Carolina 10 
Arkansas 48 South Carolina 14 
Vanderbilt 11 South Carolina 10 


Tennessee 30 South Carolina 7 
Florida 20 South Carolina 3 
Clemson 31 South Carolina 21 


2000 Schedule 


Wide Receiver Jermale Kelly 


September 2 New Mexico State 
September 9 Georgia 
September 16 Eastern Michigan 
September 23 Mississippi State 
September 30 at Alabama 

October 7 at Kentucky 
October 14 Arkansas 
October 21 at Vanderbilt 
October 28 Tennessee 
November 11 al Florida 


November 18 al Clemson 


Saturday, 
September 30 


WV ay C 
ee AR (y L I Ni By Bryant-Denny Stadium 
Tuscaloosa _ 


hen Lou Holtz took over the South Carolina football team 
last year, he promised the fans a turnaround. Little did he 
know he would be referring to his own winning percentage. 

Holtz’s winning percentage fell from 70 per cent to 69 per cent in 
just one season, a remarkable statistic for a man who has coached 329 
college football games. To drop Holtz’s career winning percentage an 
entire point, he would have had to lose every game he coached last 
year—and he did. 

South Carolina, saddled with several years of ineffective recruiting 
from the previous head coach, Brad Scott, was a team without an iden- 
tity in 1999, Under Scott, the Gamecocks employed a chuck-and-duck 
offense, throwing the ball about with abandon. Holtz attempted to 
implement the ground control, smash-mouth style he had succeeded 
with in stops at Arkansas, Minnesota, and Notre Dame. Unfortunately 
for Holtz, he was attempting to run that offense with-in terms of 
strength-half the players and against twice the opposition. 

South Carolina was a dismal 0-11, and Holtz has declared that he 
will open up the offense under his offensive coordinator and son, Skip. 
Skip Holtz has had success with wide-open offenses in the past, and 
considering how far South Carolina must go to be competitive, any 
offensive philosophy differing from last year’s should help, 

Quarterback Phil Petty threw exactly one touchdown pass last year, 
and had only 803 yards passing on 65 completions in 146 attempts 
(44.5 per cent). Those numbers are surely the lowest for any non- 
wishbone team in recent SEC memory, Petty is a better player than 
those numbers indicate, but he got no chance to prove that due to 
spending the majority of the season looking up at opposing defensive 
ends. In addition, he suffered a sprained ankle early and the injury 
plagued him throughout the year. 

What makes those numbers even harder to fathom is that Petty had 
Jermale Kelly as a receiver. Kelly wowed the crowds as a freshman, but 
has been steadily disappearing in the years since. In the Gamecocks’ 
new three-wide set, Kelly will be grouped with Brian Scott and James 
Adkisson, with Corey Alexander the first player off the bench. Those 
four have talent, but the question remains whether they can get open 
before a sieve-like offensive line yields yet another sack. 

Of the starters on the offensive line, only Melvin Paige raises any- 
one’s pulse. Although the Gamecocks have one of the most experi- 
enced two-deeps in the conference, quality is not assured, This unit 
must do better if USC is to have any success at all. 

Andrew Pinnock, a cargo plane held captive in the body of a tail- 
back, and the exciting Derek Watson will split the running back 
duties. Neither had impressive seasons in 1999, 

If you're a Gamecock, the defense bears a troubling resemblance to 
third-world army: Dangerous only part of the time. Cleveland Pinkney 
is a fine defensive tackle and Kalimba Edwards is a vastly underrated 
defensive end, but neither player will be playing those positions. 
Pinkney will play as a nose guard, while Edwards moves to linebacker 
as South Carolina goes to a 3-3-5 defensive set. 

In the secondary, safety Rashad Faison is a genuine star in the mak- 
ing. Antoine Nesmith moves over from fullback to play strong safety, 
while cornerbacks Keyin House and Sheldon Brown are good players. 
The only question is to how they will play when faced with a team fea- 
turing a pounding rushing attack. 

Punting and placekicking, frankly, were atrocious last year and there 
is nothing different this year to suggest it will be any better. Tyeler 
Dean averaged less than 39 yards per punt last season, but there is no 
one to compete with him. The placekicking situation is like a game of 
red rover, with Holtz plaintively calling out for someone—anyone-to 
come on over. As of now, senior Jason Corse, along with fellow senior 
Reid Bethea and punter Dean are competing for the job. 

Surely, the Gamecocks will get better, There is too much talent on 
the sidelines to allow USC to stumble to another winless the season. 
The schedule gets a little easier, and the players are now familiar with 
the coaches. But a question remains: How much better? 

—Jess Nicholas 
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Coach David Cutcliffe Tailback Deuce McAllister 


Location: Oxford, Mississippi 

Nickname: Rebels 

Colors: Cardinal Red and Navy Blue 

Conference: SEC West 

Stadium: Vaught-Hemingway (50,577) 

1999 Record: 8-4 (4-4 SEC) 

All-Time Record ys. Alabama: 7-38-2 

Head Coach: David Cutcliffe (Alabama, 1978) 

Career Record: 9-4-0 

Record at Ole Miss: 9-4-0 

Starters Returning: 13 

Offense (5): QB Romaro Miller, RB Deuce McAllister, G Terrance 
Metcalf, G Keydrick Vincent, C Ben Claxton 

Defense (6): E Derrick Burgess, E Shane Elam, LB Shawn Johnson, LB 
Eddie Strong, CB Ken Lucas, SS Syniker Taylor 

Specialists (2): P Reagan King, PK Les Binkley 


1999 Results 
Ole Miss 3 Memphis 0 
Ole Miss 38 Arkansas State 14+ 


Vanderbilt 37 (OT) Ole Miss 34 

Ole Miss 24 (OT) Auburn 17 

Ole Miss 36 South Carolina 10 
Ole Miss 20 Tulane [3 
Alabama 30 Ole Miss 24 

Ole Miss 42 LSU 23 

Ole Miss 38 Arkansas 16 


Georgia 20 Ole Miss 17 
Mississippi St. 23 Ole Miss 20 
Ole Miss 27 Oklahoma 25 


(Independence Bowl) 


2000 Schedule 


September 2 Tulane 
September 9 Auburn 
September 16 at Vanderbilt 
September 30 Kentucky 
October 7 Arkansas State 
October 14 al Alabama 
October 28 UNLV 
November 4 at Arkansas 
November 11 LSU 
November 18 at Georgia 


November 23 
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le Miss is often thought of as a “throwback” school, and last year 

was truly a throwback to times past, when the Rebels were a regu- 

lar competitor for the SEC title and played a spirited brand of 
football headlined by such names as Archie Manning and Johnny Vaught. 

The names have changed, but the football's the same. The names are 
now Deuce McAllister, Romaro Miller, Eddie Strong, and David Cutcliffe, 
to name a few, This year, Coach Cutcliffe (Alabama, '76) will be hoping 
his crew can work their magic all the way to a date in Atlanta at season's 
end. 

The strength of this Ole Miss ball club will certainly be the offense, 
which features stars aplenty in the backfield and along the offensive line- 
The main question will be if the defense can put the brakes on the 
opposition. 

The fastest rising star in the SEC may well be Deuce McAllister, a 
thoroughbred of a tailback who has both the speed to run around some- 
one and the bull strength to run through him. McAllister has worked in 
the shadow of other backs throughout his career; this year may be his 
time to shine. 

He'll have a talented and experienced offensive line behind which to 
run. Terrance Metcalf is finally healthy and will move to left tackle full- 
time. Metcalf is a prototypical pro lineman, playing heavily since coming 
out of high school. Guard Keydrick Vincent is often overlooked, but 
never underappreciated by his teammates. Fellow guard Shane Grice and 
sophomore center Ben Claxton can also hold their own. Matt Koon 
should be able to fill Todd Wade's shoes at right tackle without much fuss. 
The only question is depth, as only reserve center Charlie Perkins has any 
measurable experience. 

While trying to stop McAllister, teams must not overlook quarterback 
Romaro Miller. Immensely talented but often maddeningly inconsistent, 
Miller has the potential to be the best quarterback in the conference. To 
do so, however, he must stop imitating the little girl with the curl on her 
forehead—when he’s good, he’s very, very good, but when he's bad, he's 
horrible. A consistent Miller would turn Ole Miss into a force, 

Only the receiving corps is a real question mark. Grant Heard, who was 
better than Corey Peterson before a knee injury ended his season, returns. 
No one else, though, really stands out. The best of the rest, Maurice 
Flournoy, was not really starter-caliber, and then this summer he was 
dismissed from the team, weakening an already weak area, Jamie 
Armstrong has talent, but must get more consistent. Doug Ziegler and 
Mitch Skrmetta will compete for the tight end position. 

Charles Stackhouse and Toward Sanford, both battling severe injuries, 
will compete with Tremaine Turner for the fullback job. 

On defense, the stars are easy to find. Unfortunately for Ole Miss, that's 
not only because they are talented, but because they are surrounded by 
players who need a good bit of seasoning. 

Linebacker Eddie Strong is the best of the bunch; a powerful, speedy 
linebacker who reminds many of former Alabama talent Dewayne Rudd. 
Derrick Burgess and Shane Elam are a nice pair of defensive ends, and 
linebacker Shawn Johnson is tough against the run. 

Beyond that, things get dicey, particularly in the secondary. 
Cornerbacks Ken Lucas and Justin Coleman are uneven at best, and free 
safety Syniker Taylor needs work, Anthony Magee will wear the Chucky 
Mullins number 38 jersey this year, but that is mainly by default. Ole Miss 
was ninth in the conference in pass defense last year, and that isn’t likely 
to improve. 

Ole Miss must also find some bulk up front. Anthony Sims and Antoine 
Scott are slated to start at the tackles, but neither is really big enough for 
the job. 

JUCO placekicker Les Binkley was a real find last year, and may be the 
conference's best in 2000, That's fortunate, because punter Reagan King is 
a liability. Special teams breakdowns have haunted Ole Miss for seemingly 
decades. 

In a SEC Western Division that could go any which way, the Rebels 
have the ability to make some noise. Rebel fans are hoping that noise will 
be a sweet symphony rather than the sound of a misfiring engine. 

—Jess Nicholas 


Coach Phil Fulmer 

Location: Knoxville, Tennessee 

Nickname: Volunteers 

Colors: Orange and White 

Conference: SEC East 

Stadium: Neyland Stadium (104,000) 

1999 Record: 9-3 (6-2 SEC) 

All-Time Record ys. Alabama: 33-42-7 

Head Coach: Phillip Fulmer: (Tennessee, 1972) 

Career Record: 76-14 

Record at Tennessee: 76-14 

Starters Returning: || 

Offense (4): TE John Finlayson, WR David Martin, G Fred Weary, WR 
Cedrick Wilson 

Defense (5): T John Henderson, CB Andre Lou, E Will Overstreet, 
MLB Dominique Stevenson, OLB Eric Westmoreland 

Specialists (2): P David Leaverton, PK Alex Walls 


1999 Results 

Tennessee 42 Wyoming 17 

Florida 23 Tennessee 21] 

Tennessee 17 Memphis 16 

Tennessee 2+ Auburn 0 

Tennessee 37 Georgia 20 

Tennessee 21 Alabama 7 

—Tennessee30.. South Carolinay 


Tennessee 3( outh Carolina 7 


Wide Receiver Cedrick Wilson 


Tennessee Notre Dame 14 

Arkansas 28 Tennessee 24 

Tennessee 56 Kentucky 21 

Tennessee 38 Vanderbilt 10 

Nebraska 31 Tennessee Fiesta Bow 

2000 Schedule 

September 2 Southern Miss 

September 16 Florida 

September 23 Louisiana-Monroe 

September 30 at LSU 

October 7 at Georgia 

October 21 Alabama 

October 28 at South Carolina 

November 4 al Memphis 

November 11 Arkansas 

November 18 Kentucky 

November 25 at Vanderbilt (Adelphia 
Coliseum) 


Saturday, 
October 21 
Neyland Stadium 
Knoxville 


first time since the early 90s the Volunteers will be in full rebuild- 

ing mode. Of the 22 starters on either side of the ball, only nine 
return from 1999, and one of those-tight end John Finlayson-has lost his 
starting job. 

In the latter part of the 90s, Tennessee has made its living with smash- 
mouth, run-first football, with the mobile Tee Martin as the kingpin of the 
operation, Martin has now graduated, and with him, the ability to effec- 
tively manage the flex-option attack that won a national championship. 

In Martin's place will likely be Joey Matthews, he of the unforgettable 
signing day drama two years ago when he selected UT over Auburn by 
choosing which cap to wear. The ceremony left Auburn fans upset and 
Tennessee [ans joyous. This year will be Matthews’ chance to deliver on 
his schoolboy promise. 

Matthews is not nearly as fleet of foot as was Martin, so he will have to 
make up the difference with his arm. In this regard, Matthews will have 
some help. Cedrick Wilson and David Martin both return as starting wide 
receivers, Martin is tall and physically imposing, but has yet to realize his 
potential. Wilson is smaller, but much faster and infinitely more danger- 
ous. He is probably the only All-America candidate on the Volunteers’ ros- 
ter. 

John Finlayson lost his tight end job to Neil Johnson in the spring. 
Neither are considered dangerous receivers. They are mostly considered 
extensions of the Vols’ rush blocking attack. 

That attack will start with tailback Travis Henry. Henry has starting 
experience, mostly while filling in for the oft-injured Jamal Lewis the past 
three years. Henry is not fast, but he finds holes with an uncanny regular- 
ity and always seems to come up big in the clutch, Five-foot, nine-inch 
bowling ball Travis Stephens will back him up. Will Bartholomew will 
man the fullback position, with Troy Flemming, who is actually an over- 
sized tailback, backing him up. 

Matthews will be backed up by a group that includes freshmen Casey 
Clausen, John Rattay (brother of Louisiana Tech star and reputed Tide- 
killer Tim Rattay), and redshirt A.J. Suggs. 

On the offensive line, Volunteer coaches are hoping that junior guard 
Fred Weary is primed for a breakout season. The surrounding cast repre- 
sents by far the biggest weakness on Tennessee's team. There is precious 
little experience to be found among a group that includes Reggie Coleman 
and Will Ofenheusle at the tackles, Bernard Gooden at guard, and Toby 
Champion at center. Transfers have hurt this unit immensely, as there is 
no true backup for Champion. 

Things are a little better on defense, as Tennessee will again field a solid 
defensive front. John Henderson is a star in the making at tackle, and 
Bernard Jackson and Will Overstreet are very good defensive ends. 
Overstreet, however, has been slowed by a back injury. 

Outside linebacker Eric Westmoreland is the grandfather of this bunch, 
and he will combine with middle linebacker Dominique Stevenson to 
form a force in the second line. Anthony Sessions and Keyon Whiteside, 
neither of whom have been particularly impressive, will fight it out at the 
other outside position. 

Andre Lott returns at one cornerback position, and he has meaningful 
experience. The rest, however, are long on promise and short on results. 
Teddy Gaines will man the other corner slot, while Steven Marsh and Tad 
Golden get the go-ahead at the safeties. 

The biggest problem with the defense in general is experienced 
depth-there is practically none. Only defensive end DeAngelo Lloyd has 
played significant minutes. 

David Leaverton might be the conference's best punter, and Alex Walls 
is a competent placekicker. The Vols, in fact, have one of the conference's 
most solid special teams unit, Former Tider Eric Locke will fit in some- 
where for the Vols, perhaps as a return man on special teams, almost cer- 
tainly as part of the receiving corps. 

In time, all teams must rebuild. For the first time in several years, 
Tennessee is doing just that-and it makes them vulnerable. Three or four 
losses is not out of the question unless the Vols come together quickly. 

—Jess Nicholas 
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Saturday, 

October 28 
Bryant-Denny Stadium 
__ Tuscaloosa 


Coach Mike Kruczek 

Location: Orlando, Florida 

Nickname: Golden Knights 

Colors: Black and Gold 

Conference: Independent 

Stadium: Florida Citrus Bowl (70,188) 

1999 Record: 4-7 

All-Time Record vs. Alabama: First meeting 

Head Coach: Mike Kruczek: (Boston College, 1976) 

Career Record: | 3-9 

Record at UCF: 13-9 

Starters Returning: |+ 

Offense (7): QB Vic Penn, C Chris Lorenti, G John Beauchamp, G 
Garrett McCray, T John Wimberly, T Brian Huff, RB 
Edward Mack, WR Kenny Clark 

Defense (6): Cb David Bush, SS Damian Demps, LB Tony Hardman, E 
Fred Harley, FS Ricot Joseph, T Josh McKiben 

Specialists (1): P/PK Javier Beorlegui 


Quarterback Vic Penn 


1999 Results 


UCF 13 
UCF 27 
UCF 10 
UCF 23 
Eastern Illinois 21 


Purdue 47 
Florida 58 
Georgia Tech 41 
Georgia 2+ 
UCF 31 


UCF 28 Nicholls State 0 
Louisiana Tech 46 UCF 35 

UCF 31 E. Michigan 6 
Auburn 28 UCF 10 

UCF 39 MTSU 14 


Bowling Green 33 UCF 30 


2000 Schedule 


Georgia Tech 
Northwestern State 
Akron 

William & Mary 
Eastern Michigan 
Northern Illinois 
Eastern Kentucky 


September 2 al 
September 9 
September 16 al 
September 23 
September 30 al 
October 7 at 
October 14 


October 21 Louisiana-Monroe 
October 28 at Alabama 
November 4 al Louisiana Tech 


November 11 
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( ames such as the one versus Central Florida are rarely viewed as 


attractive anymore by Alabama fans. In the old days. a game 

against a “directional school” such as UCF would have meant an 
easy week off, or at the very least, an opportunity to showcase the scout 
team and give the starters a breather. 

Now things are very different. Parity has come to visit college football 
in such a way that some of the lowest-tier schools are now potential 
snakes in the grass. For proof, look no further than Louisiana Tech, which 
has beaten Alabama twice in three years. While the game is important to 
UCF from a financial standpoint, the athletics department headed up by 
former Tide player, coach and athletics director Steve Sloan is looking for 
more than a paycheck when the Golden Knights appear at Bama’s home- 
coming. 

Few had heard of the school from Orlando until Daunte Culpepper, 
now with the Minnesota Vikings of the NFL, brought his brand of athleti- 
cism and leadership to the quarterback position of the upstart school. 
Culpepper, together with the Heisman Trophy campaign that surrounded 
him, brought recognition to UCF at a time when it was most needed. 

Today, Vic Penn calls the signals for the Golden Knights. Penn is no 
Daunte Culpepper, but he is a capable quarterback who threw for 3,078 
yards last season. Some Tide fans will remember him as a onetime quar- 
terback at South Carolina, before transferring down to junior college to 
hone his skills. Strangely, while Penn threw for over 3,000 yards, he 
pitched only 16 touchdowns. 

He'll be throwing to a relatively anonymous unit of receivers. Kenny 
Clark returns at the split end position, but the team must find someone to 
replace Charles Lee, who led last year’s group. Candidates for that chal- 
lenge are Tyson Hinshaw, a senior, and a collection of sophomores includ- 
ing Jimmy Fryzel and Britt McGriff. Mario Jackson will hold down 
the tight end position after former Bama signee Michael Gaines failed to 
achieve academic eligibility for the Knights. 

Edward Mack is the top returning rusher, but he tallied only 461 yards 
last year. Still, Mack managed to average nearly 100 yards in total offense 
per game, attributable mostly to his prowess as a receiver. Dwight Collins 
and Omari Howard will compete for the other running back position. 

The offensive line is quite talented, with center Chris Lorenti leading 
the charge. Together with guards Garrett McCray and John Beauchamp, 
UCF has a formidable offensive front. Brian Huff holds down one tackle 
slot, while John Wimberly will start at the other. This is basically the 
same unit that last year helped UCF finish 22nd in the country in total 
offense. 

As good as the offense was al times last year, the defense was inconsis- 
tent and largely ineffective, Worse yet, graduation rates hit hard, leaving 
UCF with only two returning starters in their front seven. 

Of those first seven, none stand out. As a group, the defensive line will 
have to rely on speed, as they simply do not have the bulk to play at the 
highest level. Tide fans will note the presence of Don Page at defensive 
end, the Foley native who stiffed Alabama in the recruiting process before 
switching his commitment to Auburn. 

The defensive secondary features a lot of returning starters, but there is 
a catch. UCF was 95th in pass efficiency defense last year, begging the 
question, “Are returning starters an asset or a liability?”. 

Damian Demps was the team’s leading tackler last year, raising even 
more questions about the front seven’s prowess. Davin Bush, Ricot Joseph, 
and another name once associated with Tide recruiting, cornerback Travis 
Fisher, round out the unit. 

Javier Beorlegui will handle both the punting and placekicking duties. 
As a punter, he averaged over 40 yards per kick, yet the Golden Knights 
ranked 96th in the nation in net punting, a result of poor kick coverage. 
As a placekicker, he hit half his kicks, but only one of eight from outside 
+0 yards. 

UCF will likely give Alabama all the Tide wants. The Golden Knights 
lost 24-23 to Georgia last year, proving they can play with the big boys. 
Alabama fans will just hold their breath and hope UCF decides to prove 
that point against someone else. 

-Jess Nicholas 


Coach Nick Saban 


Location: Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

Nickname: Bengal Tigers 

Colors: Purple and Gold 

Conference: SEC West 

Stadium: Tiger Stadium (79,940) 

1999 Record: 3-8 (1-7 SEC) 

All-Time Record vs. Alabama: 16-42-5 

Head Coach: Nick Saban (Kent State, 1973) 

Career Record: 30-17-1 

Record at LSU: 0-0 

Starters Returning: 18 

Offense (9):SE Abram Booty, T Louis Williams, C Jason Underwood, 
G Jason Baggett, T Brandon Winey, TE Joe Domingeaux, 
FL Reggie Robinson, QB Josh Booty, FB Tommy Banks 

Defense (8):NG Muskigum Barnes, E Kareem Mitchell, LB Jarvis 
Green, LB Treverance Faulk, SS Norman LeJeune, FS 
Ryan Clark, CB Fred Booker 

Specialist (1): PK John Corbello 


Split End Abram Booty 


LSU 29 San Jose State 21 
LSU 52 North Texas 0 
Auburn 41 LSU 7 

Georgia 23 LSU 22 

Florida 31 LSU 10 
Kentucky 31 LSU 5 
Mississippi St. 17 LSU 16 

Ole Miss 42 LSU 23 
Alabama 23 LSU 17 
Houston 20 LSU 7 


LSU 35 Arkansas 10 


2000 Schedule 


September 2 Western Carolina 
September 9 Houston 
September 16 al Auburn 
September 23 


e UAB 
September 30 Tennessee 
October 7 al Florida 
October I+ Kentucky 
October 21 Mississippi State 
November 4 Alabama 
November II al Ole Miss 
November 25 al Arkansas 


Saturday, 
November 4. 
Tiger Stadium 
Baton Rouge 


and former prep stars everywhere. Depth is plentiful at nearly every 

position, and the names read like a recruiting all-star guide: Booty, 
Domingeaux, Faulk, Green. It is therefore nothing short of a major shock 
that LSU has failed to post a winning record since 1997 and that this year, 
most analysts are picking LSU to finish in the middle of the SEC pack. 

New head coach Nick Saban will face one of the stiffest challenges of 
his career. It won't be in the realm of on-field strategy or on the battle- 
fields of recruiting. It will be to brave the abyss that is the Tigers’ collec- 
tive confidence. In other words, LSU needs a shrink more than a football 
coach, 

No more is that apparent than at the quarterback position, where junior 
Josh Booty will get the starting nod. Booty threw the ball 333 times last 
year, the third highest total in school history. Unfortunately for the Bayou 
Bengals, Booty completed only 48.6 per cent of those passes and threw 19 
interceptions against only seven touchdowns. 

Booty has, for now, beaten out Craig Nall, a more consistent player but 
without the flash, and Rohan Davey, who looked to have claimed the job 
at the end of last season before an injury in a pick-up basketball game 
took him out of the competition. Davey may not play at all this fall. 

At least Booty will have some help on the receiving end. Tight ends Joe 
Domingeaux, Robert Royal, and Kyle Kipps combine to give LSU possibly 
the deepest talent at that position in the entire country. All are tall, strong 
players who can catch, In addition, LSU will return Abram Booty, Reggie 
Robinson, and last year’s freshman sensation Jerel Myers at wide receiver. 
Myers has the making of a real star, while Booty’s consistency drives 
opposing defenses mad. 

Domanick Davis is the current starter at tailback, a step ahead of bulky 
redshirt freshman LaBrandon Toefield. Signee Derron Parquet is also 
expected to make an impact. While short on experience, that group is 
long on promise, and they'll have one of the best fullbacks in the business 
clearing the way. Tommy Banks could be the conference's best at that posi- 
tion. Depth is shaky, though, with only Michael Lillie, who is actually a 
small tight end, in the fold. 

Bringing in a new coaching regime also shook up the situation along 
the offensive line. Tackle Brandon Winey and guard Jason Underwood 
both return having been the starters in 1999, but this year, they find 
themselves as backups. That leaves only tackle Louis Williams, a pre-sea- 
son All-SEC pick by most, and Jason Baggett [rom the unit that finished 
1999, Baggett will move from guard to the right tackle slot opposite 
Williams. The middle three spots will be made up of those who were 
backups last year. 

Despite having talent all over the place, defense was LSU's Achilles heel 
last year. End Jarvis Green and a pair of sophomore linebackers, Bradie 
James and Treverance Faulk, are the only three players who showed any 
consistency whatsoever. LSU is back in the 4-3 defense, which should 
help last year’s nonexistent pass rush, 

The oft-maligned secondary is filled with mostly the same players, most 
notably the frequently-torched cornerback duo of Fred Booker and Robert 
Davis and the equally-flammable safety tandem of Damien James and 
Ryan Clark. Although LSU finished well statistically in pass defense last 
season, the Tigers often came up absent at crucial times, and a switch in 
defensive philosophy (from 3-4 to 4-3) will mean some sort of transition 
period. 

At last, LSU found a kicker, as John Corbello stepped up and took the 
job. LSU will be looking for a new punter in 2000, and Donnie Jones 
appears to be the one to fit the bill. 

The challenge for Nick Saban will be to overcome the stigma of losing 
associated with the LSU Tigers as of late. He has the horses to do so, but 
that has long been the story in Baton Rouge. 


[= a glance at the LSU football roster, and you will see athletes 


—Jess Nicholas 
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Saturday, 

November 11 
Scott Field 

Starkville 


Coach Jackie Sherrill Quarterback Wayne Madkin 


Location: Starkville, Mississippi 

Nickname: Bulldogs 

Colors: Maroon and White 

Conference: SEC West 

Stadium: Scott Field (40,656) 

1999 Record: 10-2 (6-2 SEC) 

All-Time Record ys. Alabama: 14-67-3 

Head Coach: Jackie Sherrill (Alabama, 1966) 

Career Record: 164-89-4 

Record at Mississippi State: 59-44-2 

Starters Returning: 10 

Offense (6): T Floyd Womack, G Michael Fair, G Kenric Fairchild, TE 
Donald Lee, QB Wayne Madkin, FB Justin Griffith 

Defense (3): E Conner Stephens, FS Pig Prather, CB Fred Smoot 

Specialist (1): PK Scott Westerfield 


Mississippi State 40 MTSU 7 
Mississippi State 13 Memphis 10 
Mississippi State 29 Oklahoma State 11 
Mississippi State 17 South Carolina 10 
Mississippi State 42 Vanderbilt 14 
Mississippi State 18 Auburn 16 
Mississippi State 17 LSU 16 
Mississippi State 23 Kentucky 22 
Alabama 19 Mississippi State 7 
Arkansas 14 Mississippi State 9 
Mississippi State 23 Ole Miss 20 
Mississippi State 17 Clemson 7 (Peach Bowl) 


2000 Schedule 


September 2 at Memphis 
September 14 at BYU 
September 23 at South Carolina 
September 30 Florida 


October 7 Auburn 
October 21 LSU 
October 28 
November 4 
November 11 
November 18 
November 23 al 


al 
MTSU 


Kentucky 
Alabama 

Arkansas 
Ole Miss 


al 
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A s part of his formula of success, Mississippi State Head Coach 


Jackie Sherrill (Alabama, '66) has made it a big part of his recruit- 

ing strategy to sign junior college talent. While that behavior 
results in mature players, it also means large parts of a team graduate 
every two years, leaving holes where experience is at a premium, 

Such is the case for the Bulldogs this year, as the team returns only ten 
starters, and two of them were just part-time starters last year. The biggest 
question for the Bulldogs this year will be the defensive alignment. 

Another part of Sherrill’s philosophy is to hire assistants with head 
coaching experience; witness former South Carolina Coach Sparky Woods 
(offensive coordinator) and former Ole Miss Coach Joe Lee Dunn (defen- 
sive coordinator). 

Dunn will employ a 5-1-5 alignment this year, with only one true line- 
backer and a pair of secondary positions referred to as “dogs.” The hopes 
of Bulldog fans will rise and fall with this alignment. 

Mississippi State will continue to employ a five-man front, with end 
Conner Stephens being the showcased player. The Bulldogs routinely 
rotate two full platoons of linemen, so picking who exactly is the starter is 
often difficult. Ellis Wyms, Dorsett Davis, and Mario Haggan will compete 
for various spots on the line. Unfortunately for the Bulldogs, experienced 
depth is scarce, with only Rob Knight and Willie Blade having played sig- 
nificant roles in the past. 

Barris Grant, a New Jersey native, will play the lone linebacker spot. 
His position is crucial, as he becomes the de facto traffic cop in this sys- 
tem. Grant has worked in the shadow of such stars as Barrin Simpson in 
the past; now is his time to shine. 

Pig Prather, who will certainly be undergoing an identity crisis as he 
becomes a “Dog” in this system, and cornerback Fred Smoot are the other 
two returning defensive starters, Prather is still learning the secondary, 
while Smoot is a good, complete defensive back. Eugene Clinton, Shawn 
Byrdsong, and former walk-on Josh Morgan round out this group, 

On offense, the keys will be the play of quarterback Wayne Madkin and 
the effectiveness of the running back rotation system, Madkin, who is still 
struggling to meet SEC standards of play, will find his role increased in 
Sparky Woods’ system. Madkin has good running skills and can throw 
deep, but at the same time throws too many lame ducks and must 
improve. 

Who will start at tailback? Depends on which day of the week it is. At 
this stage, Dicenzo Miller looks to be the man of the hour, but Dontae 
Walker, Justin Griffith, who played fullback last year, and Jamaal Dinkins 
are all in the mix. Dinkins will also back up fullback Kenny Williamson. 
Walker accomplished an odd feat when he led the Bulldogs in rushing 
(384 yards in 76 carries) without starting a game. 

Terrell Grindle is shaping up to be a real threat at wide receiver, and 
Larry Huntington is steady if unspectacular. Behind them, however, the 
experience level drops to nil. Incoming signee Antonio Hargro could see 
lots of early playing time. The tight end tandem of Donald Lee (blocker) 
and CJ. Sirmones (receiver) give MSU experience and flexibility, 

There never seems to be any questions surrounding the Mississippi 
State offensive line-they always seem to find five bulls to play there. Floyd 
“Pork Chop” Womack will lead the group this year from his left tackle 
position, Center Michael Fair and tackle Kenric Fairchild also return as 
starters, and reserve Tron Thomas can play multiple positions. The only 
worry is at the guard positions, both of which will be manned by new 
players. Courtney Lee and Tommy Watson seem to be the leading candi- 
dates. The starting five average 318.2 pounds each. 

Kicker Scott Westerfield is a very above-average kicker. A new punter 
must be found, however, as All-SEC Jeff Walker departs. Either junior 
Prentiss Cole or incoming signee Jared Cook, who is also a quarterback, 
should get the job. 

Mississippi State will have to grow up quickly to compete in the SEC 
West. But the Bulldogs have been the dance crashers before, and with 
their smash-mouth style and mystifying defensive schemes, they are cer- 
tainly a threat to return to the top. 

-Jess Nicholas 


Quarterback Ben Leard 


Coach Tommy Tuberville 


Location: Auburn, Alabama 

Nickname: Tigers 

Colors: Burnt Orange and Navy Blue 

Conference: SEC West 

Stadium: Jordan-Hare (85,214) 

1999 Record: 5-6 (2-6 SEC) 

All-Time Record vs. Alabama: 26-37-1 

Head Coach: Tommy Tuberville (Southern Arkansas, 1976) 
Career Record: 30-26 

Record at Auburn: 5-6 

Starters Returning: 14 

Offense (9): G Hart McGarry, C Cole Cubelic, G Mike Pucillo, T Tim 
Castro, WR Reggie Worthy, WR Ronney Daniels, QB Ben Leard, TE 
Lorenzo Diamond, FB Heath Evans 

Defense (4): LB Alex Lincoln, SS Rob Pate, CB Larry Casher, CB 
Rodney Crayton 

Specialists (1): P Damon Duval 


1999 Results 
Auburn 22 Appalachian State 15 
Auburn 30 Idaho 23 


Auburn 41 cSU 7 


Ole Miss 24 'T) Auburn 17 
Tennessee 2+ Auburn 0 


Mississippi St. 18 Auburn 16 
Florida a Auburn 14 
Arkansas 34 Auburn 10 
Auburn 28 UCF 10 


Auburn 38 Georgia 21 
Alabama 28 Auburn 17 
2000 Schedule 


August 31 Wyoming 


September 9 at Ole Miss 
September 16 LSU 

September 23 Northern Illinois 
September 30 Vanderbilt 
October 7 at Mississippi State 
October 14 at Florida 

October 21 Louisiana Tech 
October 28 Arkansas 
November 1] Georgia 
November 18 at Alabama 


November 18 ~ 
Bryant-Denny Stadium 
Tuscaloosa _ 


— ~L2S_ ~~» — 1 


around Crimson Tide attention turns to the Auburn Tigers. In recent 

years, there hasn't been much to look at in Lee County. Auburn put 
together seasons of 3-8 and 5-6 and suffered through some of the worst tur- 
moil in the school’s uneven athletics history. First, there was the embarrass- 
ment of the 1998 season, which included the high profile departure of Terry 
Bowden and the rise to power of Alabama grad Bill “Brother” Oliver. Then, 
Oliver was not given the permanent head coaching position he thought had 
been promised him, and instead, AU raided Ole Miss for its next head coach, 
Tommy Tuberville. 

Last year represented an improvement for Auburn over the previous sea- 
son, and Tigers fans believe this is the year they return to post-season play. If 
they rise above the Blue-Gray Bowl, though, they are going to have to over- 
come severe deficiencies on both the offensive and defensive lines. 

The defensive line is especially troubling. Without taking into account 
signees, Auburn will be putting a ragtag group on the field that includes 
converted linebackers and running backs. Roderick Chambers and Josh 
Weldon finished the spring as the starting tackles. Both would be good part- 
time players on better teams. The defensive ends are converted linebacker 
Whit Smith, and, with the dismissal of rising talent Derek Magwood, con- 
verted running back Reggie Torbor takes the starting position. It is safe to 
say, however, that junior college transfers Alton Moore and Javor Mills will 
rise Lo starter status in approximately the first five minutes of fall practice. 
Moore in particular could be a real find for Auburn. 

Behind the starting four, Auburn will be experimenting with multiple 
defensive sets which at times will include a 5-9, 190 pound linebacker. 
Rashaud Walker, in essence a rover, is set to line up with Tavarreus Pounds 
and Alex Lincoln in the linebacking corps. That is either a testament to 
inventive defensive strategy, or evidence of just how bad defensive depth has 
gotten for Auburn. James Callier will be the first linebacker off the bench, 
and Tim Monagan, Mark Brown, Dontarrious Thomas, and Tim Monagan 
will also see action. 

Thankfully for Tigers coaches, the secondary is talented and experienced, 
and will help bring an atmosphere of stability. Rob Pate will start at strong 
safety with the still-green Stanford Simmons at free safety. Larry Casher and 
Rodney Crayton are both experienced senior cornerbacks. Courtney Rose 
and Roshard Gilyard provide depth across all positions. 

On offense, the big news has been the quarterback position, which 
includes no less than five options going into the fall. Senior Ben Leard 
remains the starter, with either redshirt Allen Tillman or junior college trans- 
fer Daniel Cobb backing him up. Sophomore Jeff Klein would probably have 
been the backup, but he is injured and may be out for a good portion of the 
fall. Signee Jason Campbell was the top high school player in Mississippi last 
year and will compete. There should be enough able bodies here to make 
this position a strength. 

Whether or not you buy into the hype surrounding juco transfer tailback 
Rudi Johnson depends on what you think of the Auburn offensive line. Beset 
by injuries over the past two seasons, Auburn will field an experienced line. 
Whether or not those players are front-line SEC material is still up in the air. 
Tackle T.]. Meers is still hurt, and center Cole Cubelic never seems to be 
healthy, resulting in so many position swaps that it is impossible to tell 
exactly who plays what. Expect Cubelic to start in the middle, flanked by 
Kendall Simmons and Mike Pucillo at the guards, with Tim Castro and, if 
healthy, Meers at the tackles. Colin Sears will play all over the place. 
Simmons will challenge for All-SEC status. 

Rudi Johnson is talented, and so is his fullback, Heath Evans. That is 
where the quality depth stops. Offsetting this are two of the most exciting 
receivers Auburn has seen in years-Ronney Daniels and DeAndre Green. 
Reggie Worthy, Marcel Willis, and Clifton Robinson, who has seemingly 
been at Auburn since the Carter administration, will provide the depth. 
Lorenzo Diamond and Reid Tankersley will split the tight end duties. 

Damon Duval will punt, but the placekicking position is completely up in 
the air. Expect either Duval or signee Phillip Yost to end up with the job. 

Auburn says the Tigers will run more and score more, and that might be 
true, The problems will come if the offensive line continues to exhibit the 
fragility of china dolls, or if the defensive line gets pushed around as expect- 
ed, If those two things happen, it will be another long year on the plain. 

-Jess Nicholas 


N o matter what other teams Alabama plays, when November rolls 
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Order the college sports publi- 
cation that gets you inside cov- 
erage of your favorite team!! 


You enjoy following your favorite team no matter where you live so why 
not give your friends and family the same great opportunity. Every publi- 
cation listedprovides player features, game recaps, opponent previews, 
recruiting updates and much, much more. Order your subscription today! 


ASSOCIATION 


. ARIZONA - Cat Tracks 32 issues, 2 yearbooks, $59 
. ARKANSAS - Hawgs Illustrated 
19 magazines, 2 yearbooks, $44.90 
. AUBURN - Inside the Aubum Tigers 
10 magazines, 11 newsletters, $35 
. BOSTON COLLEGE - Eagle Action 
12-13 issues, $34.95 
. BYU - Cougar Sports Magazine 
12 issues, $23.95 
. CENTRAL FLORIDA - Into the Knights 
10 issues, 1 yearbook, $25,95 
. CINCINNATI - Bearcat Sports Digest 
20 issues, $32.95 
. COLORADO - Buffalo Sports News 
20 issues, 1 yearbook, $39 
. CONNECTICUT - Husky Blue & White 14 issues, 1 yearbook, $35 
. DUKE - Blue Devil Weekly 25 issues, 1 yearbook, $31.95 
. EAST CAROLINA - Pirates’ Chest 20 issues, $25 
. FLORIDA - Gator Bait 32 issues, 2 yearbooks, $49.95 
. FLORIDA STATE - Osceola 34 issues, $48 
. GEORGIA - Georgia Bulldog Magazine 
13 magazines, 17 newsletters, $30 
. GEORGIA TECH - Rambling Wreck 
13 issues, $24.95 
_ INDIANA - Inside Indiana 
26 issues, 2 yearbooks, $47 
. IOWA - Voice of the Hawkeyes 
23 issues, 2 yearbooks, $42.90 
, IOWA STATE - Cyclone Illustrated 
18 issues, $44.95 
. KANSAS - Jayhawk Insider 20 issues, $44.95 
_ KANSAS STATE - Purple Pride 20 issues, $44.95 
. KENTUCKY - The Cats’ Pause 35 issues, $47.50 
. LSU - Tiger Rag 36 issues, 2 yearbooks, $52 
. LOUISVILLE - SportsReport 
32 issues, 2 yearbooks, $43.95 
25, MARYLAND - Terrapin Times 12 issues, $39.95 
26, MIAMI - Canes Sport 21 issues first-class mail, $49.95 
27. MICHIGAN - Wolverine 
26 issues, 1 yearbook, $44.95 
28, MICHIGAN STATE - Spartan Magazine 


hawgpillustrated.com 
auburnsports.com 
bostonoollege.rivals.com 


cougarsportsmag.com 


cattracks.net 29. MISSISSIPPI - Ole Miss Spirit 32 issues, $40 
. MISSOURI - Inside Mizzou Sports 
20 issues, $44.95 
. NEBRASKA - Huskers Illustrated 
17 issues, 1 yearbook, $44.95 
. NORTH CAROLINA - Carolina Blue 
35 issues, $39.95 
. NORTH CAROLINA STATE - Wolfpacker 
18 issues, 2 yearbooks, $35.95 
. NOTRE DAME - Blue & Gold Illustrated 
20 issues, $39.95 
. OHIO STATE - Buckeye Sports Bulletin 
30 issues, $50 
. OKLAHOMA - Sooners Illustrated 
17 magazines, | yearbook, $42.90 
. OKLAHOMA STATE - 0-State Sports Report 
16 issues, 1 yearbook, $34.90 
38. OREGON - Fighting Ducks Review 
24 issues, $45.50 
39. PENN STATE - Blue White Illustrated 28 issues, $42 
40. PURDUE - Gold & Black fllustrated 
26 issues, 2 yearbooks, $49.95 
41, SOUTH CAROLINA - Spurs & Feathers 
35 issues, $34 
42. SYRACUSE - The Big Orange 4 issues, $44 
43. TEMPLE - OwlScoop 18 issues, $34.95 
44. TENNESSEE - Rocky Top News 33 magazines, 1 yearbook, $43 
45. TENNESSEE - Volunteers Magazine 25 issues, 2 guides, $34.97 
46 TEXAS - Homs Illustrated 20 issues, 1 yearbook, $42,90 
TEXAS ASM - Ags Illustrated 
17 issues, 1 yearbook, $42.90 
. TEXAS TECH - Red Raider Sports 
16 issues, 1 yearbook, $34.90 
. VIRGINIA - Cavalier Comer 12 issues, $27.95 
. VIRGINIA TECH - Hokie Huddler 33 issues, $37.95 
. WAKE FOREST - Gold Rush 16 issues, $29.95 
_ WASHINGTON - Sports Washington] 7 issues, $34.95 
. WEST VIRGINIA - Blue & Gold News 32 issues, $32.95 
5. WISCONSIN - Inside Wisconsin 25 issues, $39.95 


omspiritcom 
insidemizzou,com 
huskersillustrated.com 
carolinablue,com 
thewolfpacker.com 
blueandgold.com 


buckeyesports.com 


soonersiliustrated.com 


opokes.com 


fightingducks.comn 
bluewhite.net 


goldandblack.com 


spursandieathers.cont 
superorange.com 
anvisonop.com 
rockytop.com 
utsports.com 
homsillustrated.com 


agsillustrated.com 


reciraidersports.com 
cavalieroomer.com 
hokiesportsinfo.com 

ispsports,com 


bluegoldnews.com 
insideuw.com 


18 issues, $36.95 
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excellent place to start would be a five-mile stretch of Highway 

431 in Gadsden. There is little doubt that football recruiters 
know this area quite well, because quarterback Brodie Croyle and tail- 
back Carnell Williams are that close together. 

This appears to be a year in which there will be a [airly large num- 
ber of outstanding high school senior football players in the state of 
Alabama. Although any of a dozen or so could emerge as the state's 
best, it's not unreasonable to assign front-runner status to the two stars 
of Etowah County. 

Brodie Croyle is a 6-3, 204-pound quarterback from Westbrook 
Christian High School in Rainbow City. He has been timed at 4.65 in 
the 40-yard dash. He is a picture book of excellence on the football 
field and he is an even better person. He is in control on the gridiron, 
and he displays the type of athleticism that college coaches admire. He 
became the starting quarterback in the eighth grade and has never 
been unseated. The development he has made while on the job is 
remarkable, and he can be considered a high school role model for 
many to follow. Here is a look at his high school career and the 
records that he presently holds heading into his senior year. 

As an eighth-grader he completed 98 of 211 passes (46.4 per cent) 
for 1,276 yards with 12 touchdowns and 15 interceptions. 

As a freshman he completed 96 of 217 passes (44.2 per cent) for 
1,373 yards with 14 touchdowns and seven interceptions. 

As a sophomore he completed 175 of 282 passes (62.0 per cent) for 
3,787 yards with 44 touchdowns and eight interceptions. 

As a junior he completed 155 of 287 passes (54.0 per cent) for 
2,838 yards and 35 touchdowns, seven interceptions. 

That gives him career statistics going into his senior season of 524 
completions in 997 attempts (52.6 per cent) for 9,274 yards with 105 
touchdowns and 37 interceptions. 

He owns nine state records. The are passing yards in a game (528), 
regular season (3,060), full season (including playoffs, 3,787), career 
(with a season to go, 9,274), passing touchdowns in regular season play 
(36), in a full season (44), career (105), touchdowns accounted for in a 
season (54), and most touchdowns in a game (seven, tied record). 

Being considered a role model would seem a tall order for someone 
so young, but Brodie comes from unusual circumstances. His father, 
John, a former Alabama football star, has made his life’s work helping 
disadvantaged children with his Big Oak Ranch. Thus, Brodie has been 
a part of a large “family” in which exceptional values are stressed. He 
said, “I grew up in a Christian home with Christian values, | have seen 
kids with nothing turn their lives around and become great people. | 
believe that being around them has helped me relate to different per- 
sonalities, which in turn has developed their confidence in me.” It is 
this togetherness that has allowed Westbrook Christian High School to 
become an up-and-coming football power. It is also that unity that has 
allowed Brodie Croyle to achieve tremendous success in his high 
school career. 

Brodie also acknowledges that, “I have learned that hard work really 
pays off, and that if 1 want to become a successful college quarterback, 
I'll have to work even harder.” His work ethic is one thing that keeps 
him in tip-top shape, but it is his football knowledge, instincts, and 
leadership that has kept his name at the top of every major college list 
across the South. He will have to live up to some very lofty expecta- 
tions to maintain that honor, but he has been working toward this sta- 
tus since the eighth grade. 


| ooking for the top high school football players in Alabama? An 


Close Encounters of 
Alabama’s Best 


Croyle, Williams head the 
list of prep stars in the state 


by James Edwards 

“IT sat down with my quarterback coach in the eighth grade and we 
wrote down ten goals that 1 wanted to achieve,” Croyle said. “Being 
the nation’s number one quarterback was number two on that list.” 
That’ a difficult goal, in part because of a prejudice against star play- 
ers in small school classifications. Brodie doesn't have control of the 
size of school in which he plays, nor does he make out the schedule. 
All he does is go out and perform to the best of his ability against the 
competition that line up against them on Friday nights. But he has 
also showcased his talents in camps at Alabama, Auburn, Tennessee, 
Kentucky, Bowden Academy, and the Nike camp in Athens, Georgia, 
and that has erased any doubts about his qualifications for All- 
America. 

Another jewel in this prospect’s crown is his academic situation. He 
said, “I'll graduate in December and get to go through spring practice 
with whichever school | choose. I think that will make a huge differ- 
ence.” Brodie said the criteria for his signature consist of “a place 
where | can play early and not have to sit two or three years, a place 
that likes to throw the ball, a place that stresses academics, and one 
that has a chance to play for national championships year in and year 


Many consider Brodie Croyle, quarterback at Westbrook Christian, to be the 
nation’s top prospect. 
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out.” By graduating early and already qualified (3.2 GPA, 19 ACT), 
this should give a leg up on learning the system. Brodie says he will 
have made a decision on his collegiate future by the seventh week of 
the regular season. 

In many years, a player of Brodie Croyle’s quality would be the auto- 
matic Mr. Football in Alabama. However, that may not be the case this 
year. Another major candidate is running back Carnell Williams, who 
lives just five miles from Croyle. 

The proximity of the two superstars almost certainly helped fuel the 
hot summer rumor that Brodie Croyle planned to transfer to Etowah 
High School, where Carnell Williams is the star tailback, to make a 
super backfield. Williams called Croyle to ask if it was true. No, said 
Croyle, there was nothing to the rumor. But the phone call started a 
friendship between the two. 

The two have a mutual respect for each other that has them think- 
ing that they could exist in the same collegiate backfield if the school 
fits what each is looking for in a college. 

Carnell said, “I have never seen Brodie play, but | know he is one 
heck of a quarterback.” 

Croyle said, “Carnell is the man. In fact, he is like a man playing 
among boys. And he’s even faster than I realized.” 

While the two are planning on taking unofficial trips to the 
Alabama, Miami, and Florida State campuses together, they will make 
separate decisions. Of the chances of their picking the same school, 
Carnell said, “With him being from Alabama, 1 would love to have the 
opportunity to play with him.” Brodie said, “We have talked about it. 
We're talking about if everything fits we would go to the same school. 
I will make my own decision, but it would be nice to play with him.” 

The two have plans to look at several schools. Brodie wants to take 
a hard look at Alabama, Florida State, Miami, Tennessee, Michigan, 
and Kentucky. Carnell has his eyes on Alabama, Florida State, 
Tennessee, Miami, LSU, and Notre Dame. While Croyle will make his 
announcement during the season due to early graduation, Carnell said 
he “was considering committing early, but it will be after the football 
season before an announcement will be made.” 

Carnell is a 6-0, 195-pound running back Etowah High School in 
Attalla. He has been clocked at 4.42 in the 40-yard dash. He has been 
at the forefront of the Etowah running attack since his freshman sea- 
son. He caught the eyes of many his freshman year when he busted off 
three big runs in the state championship game against Blount. He dis- 
played an ability to perform at a high level that afternoon, and that 
was an accomplishment that teammate Derrick Nix (now at Southern 
Miss, where he was Conference/USA Freshman of the Year) was unable 
to do. 

Etowah Coach Raymond Farmer said, “I've been coaching for 33 
years and he is the best player I've seen in games and in practice. 
Whenever you think he’s done everything he can do, he amazes you 
with his greatness, and raises the bar to another level.” 

Carnell is not bashful. He said, “I can run over you, run by you, side 
step you, and out smart you, I’m determined not to let one man tackle 
me, | fight for that extra yard, and I give it all 1 got and leave it on the 
field.” As they say, if you can do it, its not bragging. Here is a look at 
his prep career entering his senior year. 

As a freshman he had 100 carries for 781 yards (a 7.8 yards per 
carry average) and seven touchdown and had four pass receptions for 
70 yards and a touchdown and passed for 32 yards and a touchdown. 

As a sophomore he had 216 carries for 1,398 yards (6.5) and 15 
touchdowns and had 15 receptions for 203 yards and a touchdown 
and returned one punt for a touchdown. 

As a junior he had 255 rushes for 2,627 yards (10.3) and 15 touch- 
downs and had 15 receptions for 279 yards and a touchdown and 
returned two kickoffs for touchdowns. That gives him career totals of 
571 carries for 4,806 yards (8.4 yards per carry) for 64 touchdowns 
going into his senior season. His teams were 5A state runner-up as a 
freshman and sophomore and won the title last season. 
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Williams said, “As long as | work hard and keep God first in my life, 
then I'll be successful in college. My mother has always stressed to me 
that God has blessed me and to keep God first in my life. She tells me 
to stay humble, work hard, and good things will come to me.” 

While some may question the competitive level at which Brodie 
Croyle plays, there are no critics of the Etowah schedule. Moreover, a 
large number of players have gone from that program to star at the 
college level. In fact, this season Etowah will open the season against 
defending 6A state champion Clay-Chalkville. 

Williams has also performed in the classroom with a grade point 
average of 2.7 and he will be academically eligible. 

So who will be number one? Brodie Croyle or Carnell Williams? It 
doesn’t matter, because both are as good as they come. There is no 
loser in this case. Co-number ones may in order here for there may 
not be a separation of these two in statistics, ability, and qualities as 
young men. 


Carnell Williams of Etowah High School in Attalla is one of the top running 
back prospects in the South. 


Also Worth Watchin 


Ratavious Biddle, wide receiver, 6-1, 170, 4.4 in the 40-yard dash from Decatur High 
School is a multi-skilled athlete who is blistering fast both on the [football field and on the 
track, He uses his speed to his advantage on the gridiron by racing by many defensive 
backs. He caught 27 passes for 553 yards and 4 touchdowns while displaying an ability to 
go up and get the ball at its highest point. He also is a dangerous punt and kickoff return- 
er who had five touchdowns combined. He is just as impressive on the track where he 
won the State Sectional Track Meet 100 meters (10.96 ), 200 meters (22.55), Long Jump 
(22-10), plus ran the anchor on the 400-meter relay. He is already qualified with a 3.0 
GPA and a 19 ACT. He is considering Auburn, North Carolina State, Florida, FSU, 
Alabama, Georgia, and LSU. 


Patrick Billings, linebacker, 6-3, 235, 4.55 [rom Hazlewood High School in Town 
Creek is an athletic quarterback who seems destined for linebacker in college. He has great 
speed and size. He carried his team to the state semi inals, and had over 1,000 yards of 
total offense, Defensively he was credited with eight tackles per game. He was selected all- 
state. Hazlewood has produced a large number of top college players.Patrick benches 275, 
and has a 2,3 GPA. He is listing Mississippi State, Auburn, Alabama, Tennessee, and 

Ole Miss. 


Steven Bouldin, athlete, 6-5, 210. 4.6 from Crossville High School was a quarterback 
his junior year and his production exceeded all expectations. He completed 63 of 114 
passes for 1.145 yards and 11 touchdowns, while rushing for 987 yards and seven touch- 
downs, He is an all-star performer who is being projected in college as a potential quarter- 
back, tight end, defensive end, linebacker, strong safety, or free safety. He has a 38-inch 
vertical jump and was also all-state in basketball and DeKalb County Player of the Year. He 
has camped at Alabama and Auburn. His brother, Gary Bouldin, played quarterback and 
tight end at Memphis State. He benches 295, squats 385, and has a 3.71 GPA. He is lean- 
ing to Auburn over Alabama, Kentucky, Southern Mississippi, LSU, and Duke. 


McKinley Boykin. defensive tackle, 6-2, 260, 4.7 from McAdory High School in 
McCalla is rated the best defensive lineman in the state this pre season. He is very quick, 
agile, and relentless. He finished his junior year with 127 tackles, nine sacks, 12 tackles 
for loss, 22 quarterback pressures, and nine caused fumbles. That tremendous junior year 
earned him all-state honors. His biggest asset is his pass rushing. He benches 320, squats 
545, and deadlifts 500. He has a 2.5 GPA and should qualify. He is considering Auburn, 
LSU, Southern Miss, Mississippi State, North Carolina State. 


Brandon Brooks wide receiver, 5-5, 155, 4.3 is “Mr. Excitement” at Shades Valley High 
School in Irondale near Birmingham. Although quite small, his extraordinary speed, 
quickness and elusiveness have made him a big play performer. And his showing in 
Alabama’s football camp this summer persuaded Bama coaches to offer him a scholarship, 
which he has accepted. In addition to his play as a wide receiver, he is an excellent kickoff 
and punt return man. This play-maker has a vertical jump of over 38 inches, 


Von Ewing, offensive tackle, 6-5, 290, 5.1 from Charles Henderson High School in Troy 
is considered by many to be the state's number one offensive lineman, and he has done 
nothing but enhance that claim this summer. He won the award for the best lineman at 
the Nike Camp in Athens, Georgia, where the compeition was excellent. He has great feet, 
good technique, and a wonderful attitude. He graded at 89 per cent in blocking efficiency 
for the year as a junior. He benches 315, squats 415, and power cleans 270. He has a 2.5 
GPA and has scored 19 on the ACT. He camped at Alabama and Kentucky in addition to 
Nike. He has committed to Alabama over Michigan, Auburn, Tennessee, and Kentucky. 


Cedric Hampton, tight end, 6-4, 246, 4.8 from Courtland High School is “The 
Enforcer” of the Class A state champions. He plays tight end and he showed the ability to 
get deep, He caught 31 passes for 578 yards and four touchdowns (all over 80 yards). He 
also saw some action at tailback, and he produced 462 yards on 47 carries. He took over at 
tailback with three minutes left in the state championship game and led them 80 yards to 
the game winning score in just four plays. He also gets very good leverage on his blocks, 
and he can hold his ground against most defensive lineman, He also plays linebacker on 
defense and he posted 87 tackles for the season. He finished runner up in the state shot 
put to Alabama signee Anthony Bryant with a toss of 45-11. He also is a two time all-state 
selection in basketball. He is being sought by Alabama, Auburn, Tennessee, Michigan, 
Notre Dame, South Carolina, Ole Miss, and Louisyille. 


Donell Horton, flanker, 5-9, 175, 4.4 from Etowah High School in Aualla is a small 
wingback type who could really explode on every play, he has blistering speed and he real- 
ly compliments superstar tailback Carnell Williams. He rushed for 755 yards on 98 carries 
as a junior with 15 touchdowns, plus he had 337 yards receiving with two touchdowns. 
He is a dangerous kick returner also, and he got loose once for a 95-yard touchdown. He 
has the skill level to play cornerback in college, but he prefers offense. He made honorable 
mention all-state. He has camped at Alabama. He benches 260, squats 455, and cleans 
255, He has a 2,7 GPA and should qualify. His cousin is running back, Derrick Nix of 
Southern Miss. He has interest in Alabama, Georgia, Auburn, Miami, and Southern Miss, 


Avery House, offensive tackle, 6-5, 285, 5.2 from Springville High School is one of the 
top three lineman in the state. He was the primary lead blocker for the State's Mr. Football, 
Cory Whisenant, last year and he plays very physical in the trenches. He is an excellent 
drive blocker who graded out at 88 per cent blocking efficiency as a junior. He was select- 
ed all-state first team as a junior. He has excellent strength with a 325 bench, 375 squat, 
265 clean, and 525 deadlift, He is already qualified with a 3.4 GPA and a 24 ACT. He has 
camped at Auburn, and they lead LSU, Alabama, Georgia Tech, and Kentucky. 


Anthony Madison, athlete, 5-10, 175, 4.42 from Thomasville High School is an all- 
state skilled athlete who has played quarterback, running back, wide receiver, cornerback, 
free safety, punt returner, and kick returner. His junior year was spent under center where 
he accounted for over 2,000 all purpose yards. He raced his way to 1,244 yards and 14 
touchdowns rushing, while moving over to wideout and snagging 188 yards and one 
touchdown. He also returned three kickoffs and one punt for touchdowns. Despite his 
offensive prowess, most feel he will wind up playing cover corner in college. He has eight 
career interceptions, and he is a sure tackler, He started at cornerback as a freshman and 
sophomore, before moving to quarterback and {ree salety as a junior. He is considering 
Alabama, Auburn, Ole Miss, Southern Miss, and Mississippi State. 


Anthony Mix, wide receiver, 6-4, 223, 4.40 from Baldwin County High School in Bay 
Minette is the state’s top receiver prospect and a player who ranks among the state’s top 
live. He has prototype size and speed. His height is a major asset and he knows how tw use 
his body to position the defender. He is still raw overall, but his future is very bright. Asa 
junior he caught 24 passes for 515 yards and 12 touchdowns. Overall he had 15 touch- 
downs. If you do the math you'll see that is a touchdown every other reception, and an 
average of 21.5 yards per catch. He has been clocked at 10.6 in the 100 meters. He plays 
defensive end in pass rush situations (three sacks). He has camped at Alabama and 
Auburn. He has a 2.5 GPA and should qualify. He benches 275, squats 365, and power 
cleans 240. He is considering Alabama, Auburn, FSU, Kentucky. Florida, Michigan, and 
Michigan State. 


Freddie Roach, linebacker, 6-3, 230, 4.55 from Brooks High School in Killen is one of 
the top prospects in North Alabama. He is a combination fullback/linebacker and he is 
being evaluated at both slots. He has made his name on defense where he had 152 tackles, 
20 tackles for loss, and five block kicks. He also produced 1,285 yards and 13 touchdowns 
on 124 carries at fullback. He is related to former Alabama wide receiver and present grad- 
uate assistant Tim Bowens. He benches 325, squats 445, and should qualify. He is being 
courted by Alabama, Mississippi State, LSU, North Carolina State, and Ole Miss, 


Lemarcus Rowell, linebacker, 6-4, 220, 4.46 from Opelika High School is one of the 
elite linebackers in the South this year, and easily the best in Alabama. He was considered 
by many to be the best linebacker in Alabama last year as a junior. He made the Super All- 
State team as a junior alter a season in which he had 156 tackles, two fumbles caused, and 
one fumble recovery. He plays inside linebacker. He benches 265, squats +75, and has a 
2.5 GPA. He has camped at Alabama twice and Auburn once. He is considering Alabama, 
Auburn, Nebraska, Florida State, Michigan, Penn State, LSU, Georgia, and Clemson, 


Mark Sanders. offensive tackle, 6-7, 305, 5.1 from Ashville High School is a huge 
offensive lineman whose stock is growing with every workout. He has very quick feet. 
good technique, and he is very intelligent. He is a better pass blocker at present, but his 
team throws the ball almost exclusively. He did not allow a sack his entire junior year. He 
has a 20-inch yertical jump. He made second team all-state as a junior. He is the brother of 
punter Matthew Sanders who signed with Alabama this year. He benches 330, squats 425, 
and power cleans 250. He has a 3.3 GPA. He has committed to Alabama over Tennessee, 
LSU, South Carolina, Kentucky, and Duke. 


Brandon Washington, tight end, 6-4, 270, 4.88 from Central High School in 
Tuscaloosa is a dominating force as a blocking tight end and a player who pulls double 
duty as a defensive tackle. He played tight end as a sophomore and showed his terrific 
hands. He caught just three passes for 77 yards and one touchdown, but that was for a 
team that threw the ball only 20 times all season. His domain is his blocking ability, and 
he can just eliminate the defensive end. He moved to defensive tackle for the final eight 
games of his junior year and managed 40 tackles and two sacks. He bench presses 420 and 
he is on track to qualify. He committed to Alabama over LSU, Aubum, Ole Miss, and 
Southern Miss. 


Keldrick Williams, running back, 5-9, 195, 4.4 from Sidney Lanier High School in 
Montgomery is sometimes overlooked because of Carnell Williams. But Keldrick is a super 
performer, too. He has a combination of physical strength and speed. He compares to a 
Travis Henry (Tennessee tailback). He was chosen the Montgomery Player of the Year after 
a junior season in which he had 2,504 yards and 30 touchdowns. In addition to that 
honor he was chosen all-state, He bench presses 400, has a 3.6 GPA, and has scored 16 on 
the ACT. He has camped at Alabama and the Tide along with Auburn, Tennessee, Georgia, 
Nebraska, FSU, and Michigan have his interest. 
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RECRUITING 
Continued BEST OF THE REST 


Name/Pos. xt. i 40-time High School 
Ronnie Aldridge, TE 6-5 250 4.9 Lawrence County 
Cole Barthel, QB 6-1 195 4.5 Decatur 

Brian Bass, WR 6-0 185 4.5 Fayette County 
Todd Bates, DT 6-5 235 4.8 Cleburne County 
Tyler Baughn, LB 6-4 200 4.8 Lynn 

Reprobatus Bibbs, CB 6-1 175 4.6 Courtland 

Tony Bonds, DT 6-3 280 4.9 Russellville 
Michael Dansby, NG 6-2 300 5.0 Ensley 

Jeff Clark, WR 6-3 215 4.5 Smiths Station 
TJ. Davidson, DE 6-2 215 4.6 Foley 

B.J. Dean, LB 6-0 230 4.7 Tuscaloosa Central 
Tavarus Doyle, RB 6-2 192 4.5 Clay-Chalkville 
Sam Dudley, TE 6-3 230 4.7 Tuscaloosa Central 
Matt Geolagen, RB 6-2 185 4.4 Florala 

Avery Gibson, RB 6-1 195 45 Hoover 

Kendall Gibson, FB 6-0 235 4.6 Aliceville 

Matt Golden, TE 6-3 240 4.8 Decatur 

Corteze Graves, LB 6-1 220 4.7 Huffman 

Jerrick Green, DT 6-3 300 5.0 Hueytown 
Demetrius Henderson, CB 5-10 165 4.4 Florala 

Robert Hudson, CB 5-9 170 4.5 Bibb County 
Lavern Johnson, LB 6-0 235 4.8 Walker 

Clint Johnston, TE 6-4 230 4.8 Wetumpka 
Robert Laws, DE 6-+ 240 4.9 Dothan 

Evan McKinley, OG 6-3 305 5) Shelby County 
Paul Meadows, Hoover 6-1 220 4.6 Hoover 

Brad Miller, OG 6-2 275 Dal Oneonta 
Jonathon Moulds, WR 6-4 180 4.6 Davidson 

Frank Nunn, RB 5-11 170 45 emison 

Eric Oliver, SS 6-1 195 4.6 Walker 

Spencer Pennington, QB 6-3 200 4.8 Fayette County 
Andrew Pickett, QB 6-4 195 4.8 Montevallo 

Pete Pirtle, LB 6-4 202 4.7 Smiths Station 
Chris Pointer, CB 5-11 175 4.4 Lawrence County 
Patrick Quinn, TE 6-5 225 4.8 Walter Wellborn 
Michael Robinson, WR 6-3 195 4.5 Jackson-Olin 
Terry Rucker, SS 6-1 187 4.5 Tarrant 

Jay Runyans, LB 6-2 212 4.7 Austin 

Carlos Salinas, CB 5-11 170 4.5 Frisco City 
Payton Sides, DE 6-3 220 4.8 Walker 

Michael Simmons, OT 6-5 315 5.6 Locust Fork 
Randy Smith, CB 6-0 175 4.5 Gadsden 

Billy Stover, RB 5-11 190 4.4 Lawrence County 
Justin Tuck, TE 6-4 205 4.6 Coosa Central 
Brandon Turner, Ath 5-10 175 4.4 Elkmont 

Earnest Vinson, WR 5-10 165 4.4 Lawrence County 
Reggie Weeks, DT 6-5 264 4.7 Smiths Station 
Antonio West, FB 6-1 250 4.7 Davidson 

Jason Williams, DT 6-3 260 4.8 Foley 

Leartist Williams, FB 6-2 230 4.7 Davidson 
Lorenzo Williams, RB 6-0 175 4.5 G.W. Long 

Josh Wilson, DE 6-4 230 4.8 Lynn 

Jamie Wright, FS 6-2 195 4.5 Red Level 

Bakari Young, OG 6-3 275 5.0 Clay-Chalkville 
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The Rivalsl00.Com National 100 


Quarterbacks 

Aaron Alexander, Richmond (Va.) Henrico, 6-4, 180, 4.5 
Derek Anderson, Scappoose, Ore., 6-5, 220, +.7 

Brodie Croyle, Rainbow City, Ala., 6-3, 205, 4.7 

Jay Davis, Clearwater (Fla.) Central Catholic, 6-3, 195, 4.8 
Cecil Howard, McKeesport (Pa.), 6-3, 185, 4.5 

Joe Mauer, St. Paul (Minn.) Cretin-Derham Hall, 6-4, 205, 4.7 
Adrian McPherson, Bradenton (Fla.) Southeast, 6-4, 185, 4.5 
Casey Paus, New Lenox (Ill.) Lincoln-Way, 6-4, 210, 4.8 

D.J. Shockley, Riverdale (Ga.) North Clayton, 6-2, 190, 4.4 
Paul Troth, Charlotte (N.C.) Vance, 6-5, 195, 4.8 


Running backs 
Kelly Baraka, Portage (Mich.) Northern, 6-1, 185, 4.4 


DeAndre Belin, La Verne (Calif.) Bonita, 6-1, 205, 4.5 

Cedric Benson, Midland (Texas) Lee, 6-0, 195, 4.5 

Brandon Brokaw, Pennington, N.J., 6-3, 225, 4.5 

Jamaal Butler, Oak Creek, Wis., 5-11, 190, 4.3 

Jabari Davis, Tucker, Ga., 5-11, 220, 4.5 

Maurice Hall, Columbus (Ohio) Brookhaven, 5-10, 185, 4.3 
Tremaine Hall, Deerfield Beach, Fla., 5-11, 171, 4.4 

Donta Hickson, McKinney, Texas, 5-10, 185, 4.4 

Cedrick Houston, Clarendon, Ark., 6-0, 200, 4.4 

David Irons, Dacula, Ga., 5-11, 170, 4.4 

Kevin Jones, Chester (Pa.) Cardinal O'Hara, 6-2, 200, 4.4 

J.R. Lemon, Tyrone (Ga.) Sandy Creek, 6-2, 217, 4.56 

Clifton McKoy, Willington (N.C.) Western Harnett, 5-10, 180, 4.5 
Damien Nash, Riverview Gardens, Mo., 5-11, 195, 4.3 

DeAndre Scott, Rialto (Calif.) Eisenhower, 5-9, 170, 4.4 

Eric Shelton, Lexington (Ky.) Bryan Station, 6-2, 230, 4.5 
Derrick Tinsley, Marietta, Ga., 6-1, 180, 4.4 

Carnell Williams, Atalla (Ala.) Etowah, 6-1, 195, 4.4 

David Williams, Carrollton (Texas) Newman Smith, 6-1, 195, 4.5 


Receivers 

Michael Clayton, Baton Rouge (La.) Christian Brothers, 6-4, 205, 4.38 
Roscoe Crosby, Union, S.C., 6-3, 205, 4.4 

Jamel Harris, Little Silver (N_J.) Red Bank, 6-2, 15, 4.39 
Lynzell Jackson, Tempe, Ariz., 6-3, 175, 4.4 

Jerome Janet, Tulsa (Okla.) Union, 5-11, 190, 4.4 

Montrell Jones, Louisville (Ky.) Male, 6-3, 190, 4.6 

Anthony Mix, Bay Minette (Ala.) Baldwin County, 6-4, 210, 4.5 
Kevin Noel, Naperville (Ill) Central, 6-2, 180, 4.4 

Thomson Omboga, Grand Prairie, Texas, 6-1, 170, 4.4 
Craphonso Thorpe, Tallahassee (Fla.) Lincoln, 6-2, 175, 4.4 


Tight ends 

Charles Davis, Orchard Lake (Mich.) St. Mary's, 6-6, 255, 4.8 
Patrick Estes, Richmond (Va.) Benedictine, 6-7, 240, 4.6 
James Moses, Galena Park (Texas) North Shore, 6-3, 225, 4.7 
Tyree Spinner, Fairfax (Va.) Paul VI, 6-7, 250, 4.6 


Offensive linemen 

Lorenzo Alexander, Albany (Calif.) St. Mary's, 6-3, 280, 5.0 
Curtis Bradley, Summerville, $.C., 6-3, 265, 4.7 

Rashad Butler, Palm Beach (Fla.) Dwyer, 6-5, 285, 5.0 

Robert Cleary, Lake Elsinore (Calif.) Temescal Canyon, 6-7, 275, 4.9 
Andrew Henry-Kinnon, Tallahassee (Fla.) Lincoln, 6-4, 280, 5.0 
Jami Hightower, Jacksonville, Texas, 6-4, 290, 5.2 

Blake Larsen, Atlantic, lowa, 6-7, 295, 5.0 

Mark Levoir, Eden Prairie, Minn., 6-7, 305, 5.0 

Rudy Niswanger Monroe (La.) Ouchita, 6-6, 265, 5.0 

Tyler Reed, Pittsburgh (Pa.) Jefferson, 6-5, 305, 5.0 

Jonathan Scou, Dallas Carter, 6-7, 286, 4.9 

Drew Shador, Denver Mullen, 6-4, 275, 5.0 

E.Z. Smith, Concord, N.C., 6-3, 285, 5.0 

Cornelius Stallings, McComb (Miss.) South Pike, 6-4, 305, 5.1 
Ray Tago, Long Beach (Calif.) Poly, 6-2, 255, 4.9 

Jeremy Trueblood, Indianapolis (Ind.) Cathedral, 6-9, 280, 5.0 
Andrew Whitworth West Monroe, La., 6-8, 300, 5.0 


Defensive linemen 

Titus Adams, Omaha (Neb.) Creighton Prep, 6-4, 275, 4.8 
Matthias Askew, Ft. Lauderdale (Fla.) Dillard, 6-5, 270, 5.0 
Sean Cody, Hacienda Heights (Calif.) Los Altos, 6-6, 250, 4.9 
Chauncey Davis, Auburndale, Fla., 6-2, 228, 4.5 

Simon Fraser, Columbus (Ohio) Upper Arlington, 6-8, 240, 4.8 
George Gause, Conway, S.C., 6-4, 240, 4.7 

Orien Harris, Newark, Del., 6-4, 270, 4.8 

Tommy Harris, Killeen (Texas) Ellison, 6-3, 275, 4.8 

Marquise Hill, New Orleans DeLaSalle, 6-7, 290, 4.87 

Kaelen Jakes, Valencia, Calif., 6-4, 240, 4.7 

Keith Lipka, Oak Creek, Wis., 6-5, 265, 4.75 

Pat Massey, Cleveland St. Ignatius, 6-8, 235, 4.7 

Charles Rush, Erie (Pa.) Cathedral Prep, 6-3, 286, 4.9 

Marcus Spears, Baton Rouge (La.) Southern Lab, 6-5, 280, 4.8 
David Walker, Ft. Lauderdale (Fla.) Boyd Anderson, 6-4, 285, 4.8 
Jason Wardlow, Upland, Calif., 6-4, 220, 4.6 

Lionel Williams, Addison (Ill.) Addison Trail, 6-4, 245, 4.7 
Kevin Vickerson, Detroit Martin Luther King, 6-5, 250, 4.7 


Linebackers 

Reggie Arden, Ironton, Ohio, 6-5, 225, 4.5 
Michael-Jordan Craven, Palm Desert (Calif.) La Quinta, 6-2, 220, 4.55 
Joe Dipre, Erie (Pa.) Cathedral Prep, 6-5, 240, 4.8 
Marquise Elmore, Folkston, Ga., 6-4, 205, 4.5 

Derrick Johnson, Waco, Texas, 6-4, 205, 4.4 

Scott McClintock, Belle Vernon, Pa., 6-3, 240, 4.5 

Jared McDougal, Clinton, Miss., 6-3, 230, 4.6 

Jason Mitchell, Abbeville, La., 6-2, 215, 4.5 

LeMarcus Rowell, Opelika, Ala., 6-3, 212, 4.6 

Marvin Simmons, Long Beach (Calif.) Poly, 6-1, 195, 4.5 
Reggie Williams, Lakewood (Wash.) Lakes, 6-4, 215, 4.5 


Defensive backs 

Lamar Baker, Avondale (Ariz.) Agua Fria, 5-11, 180, 4.5 
Jerome Carter, Lake City (Fla.) Columbia, 6-1, 205, 4.5 
Tennard Davis, Miami (Fla.) Southridge, 6-0, 190, 4.5 
Dustin Fox, Canton (Ohio) Glenoak, 6-0, 190, 4.4 
Byron Jones, Bay City, Texas, 6-1, 185, 4.4 

Daryl Lightfoot, Phoenix Maryvale, 5-9, 175, 4.4 
Dominic Robinson, Diamond Bar, Calif., 6-2, 187, 4.4 
Gerard Ross, Jacksonville (Fla.) Trmity Christian Academy, 6-2, 190, 4.4 
Earnest Shazor, Detroit Martin Luther King, 6-4, 200, 4.4 
Matt Ware, Los Angeles Loyola, 6-3, 195, 4.4 


List compiled by Bobby Burton and Jeremy Crabtree of Rivals100.com. Daily player updates, ranking changes and school-specific recruiting updates 


can be found on the world wide web at Rivals100.com. 
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hee Border Wars Southeast Elite 88 


Brodie Croyle, 6-4, 200, 4.7 Rainbow City, AL (Westbrook Christian) 
Jay Davis, 6-3, 190, 4.8 Seminole, FL (Clearwater Central Catholic) 
Ingle Martin, 6-3, 200, 4.6 Nashville, TN (Montgomery Bell Academy) 
Adrian McPherson, 6-4, 185, 4.6 Bradenton, FL (Southeast) 

Brent Rawls, 6-5, 180, 4.7 Shreveport, LA (Evangel Christian Academy) 
DJ. Shockley, 6-2, 185, 4.5 College Park, GA (North Clayton) 
Charlie Whitehurst, 6-4, 195, 4.7 Alpharetta, GA (Chattahoochee) 


Running Backs 

Sylvester Brown, 5-11, 220, 4.6 Madison, MS (Central) 
Jabari Davis, 5-11, 227, 4.55 Tucker, GA 

Darryl Edwards, 6-1, 185, 4.5 Belleview, FL 

Frank Gore, 6-0, 195, +.45 Coral Gables, FL 

Cedrick Houston, 6-0, 198, 4.5 Clarendon, ARK 
De’Arrius Howard, 5-11. 220, 4.5 West Memphis, ARK 
David Irons, 5-11, 170,44 Dacula, GA 

J.R. Lemon, 6-1, 217, 4.4 Tyrone, GA (Sandy Creek) 
Willie Reid. 5-11, 180, 4.45 Warner Robins, GA 

Thez Robinson, 5-11, 185, 4.5 Lyons, GA (Toombs County) 
Lydell Ross, 6-0, 205, 4.5 Tampa, FL (Gaither) 

Jeff Sanders, 6-0, 210, 4.5 Jackson, MS (Provine) 

Eric Shelton, 6-2, 240, 4.5 Lexington, KY (Bryan Station) 
Derrick Tinsley, 6-0, 175, 4.4 Marietta, GA 

Carnell Williams, 5-11, 192, 4.45 Attalla, AL (Etowah) 


Wide Receivers 

Ratavious Biddle, 6-0, 170, 4.4 Decatur, AL 

Michael Clayton, 6-4, 200, 4.45 Baton Rouge. LA (Christian Brothers) 
Roscoe Crosby, 6-2, 200, 4.4 Union, SC 

Airese Currie, 5-11, 175, 4.4 Columbia, SC (Northeast Richland) 
Mike Espy, 5-11, 175, 4.5 Madison, MS (Central) 

Montrell Jones, 6-3, 185, +.55 Louisville, KY (Male) 

Freddie King, 5-10, 175, 4.45 Winnfield, LA 

Fred Gibson, 6-4, 180, 4.5 Waycross, GA (Ware County) 

Tremaine Hall, 5-11, 170, 4.45 Deerfield Beach, FL 

Sterling Hicks, 6-3, 185, 4.45 Pompano Beach, FL (Ely) 

Anthony Mix, 6-4, 222, 4.4 Bay Minette, AL (Baldwin County) 
PK. Sam, 6-3, 180, 4.45 Buford, GA 

Craphonso Thorpe, 6-2, 175, 4.4 Tallahassee, FL (Lincoln) 

Tymere Zimmerman, 6-3, 190, 4.6 Bennettsyille, SC (Malboro County) 


Tight Ends 

Quan Domineck, 6-5, 240, 4.7 Ellenwood, GA (Cedar Grove) 
Brent Glover, 6-4, 220, 4.7 Ft. Thomas, KY (Highlands) 
Darius Swain, 6-4, 255, 4.8 Stone Mountain, GA (Tucker) 
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Shawn Andrews, 6-5, 330, 5.2. Camden, ARK (Fairview) 

Steve Arflin, 6-4, 320, 5.2 Neptune Beach, FL (Fletcher) 

Curtis Bradley, 6-4, 280, 5.2 Summerville, SC 

Rashad Butler, 6-5, 285, 5.2 Palm Beach Gardens, FL (Dwyer) 
Von Ewing, 6-3, 270, 5.2 Troy, AL (Henderson) 

Richard Gandy, 6-5 295, 5.2 Darlington, SC (Mayo) 

Melvin Jackson, 6-4, 255, 4.8 Miami, FL (Southridge) 

Andrew Henry-Kennon, 6-5, 285, 5.2 Tallahassee, FL (Lincoln) 
Kelvin Lee, 6-4, 311, 5.2 Spartanburg, SC 

Rudy Niswanger, 6-5, 270, 5.1 Monroe, LA (Ouachita Christian) 
Ron Olds, 6-3. 275, 5.0 Springfield, FL (Rutherford) 

Chris Spencer, 6-4, 295, 5.2 Madison, MS (Central) 

Cornelius Stallings, 6-4, 305, 5.1 MeComb, MS 

Russ Tanner, 6-5, 266, 5.2. Wrightsville, GA (Johnson County) 
Andrew Whitworth, 6-7, 275, 5,2 West Monroe, LA 


Defensive Linemen 
Matthias Askew, 6-7, 275, 4.9 Ft, Lauderdale, FL. (Dillard) 
McKinley Boykin, 6-2, 265, 4.9 MeCalla, AL (McAdory) 
oosnot Davis, 6-2, 240,4+.7 Auburndale, FL 

Marquise Elmroe, 6-5, 225, 4.7 Folkston, GA (Charlton County) 
Benrie Gause, IIT, 6-5, 235, 4.65 Conway, SC 
Marquise Hill, 6-7, 295,4.9 New Orleans, LA (De La Salle) 
Jeff Litdejohn, 6-2, 285,+.9 Gaffney, SC 
David Pollack, 6-2, 270, 4.9 Snellville, GA (Shiloh) 
Freddie Roach, 6-3, 235, 4.7 Killen, AL (Brooks) 
Marcus Spears, 6-5, 270, 4.7 Baton Rouge, LA (Southern Lab) 
Montavious Stanley, 6-3, 250, 4.7 Albany, GA (Dougherty) 
David Walker, 6-4+, 285, 4.9 Ft, Lauderdale, FL (Boyd Anderson) 


Linebackers 

Tony Alford, 6-3, 215, 4.6 Miami, FL (Southridge) 
Tabugbo Anyasi, 6-1, 207, 4.7 Mabelton, GA (Pebblebrook) 
Patrick Billings, 6-2, 230, 4.6 Hazelwood, AL (Towncreek) 
Chauncey Clark, 6-0, 190,4.5 Lakeland, FL 

Derrick Ducksworth, 6-0, 200, 4.6 Mize, MS 

Eric Hall, 6-3, 230, 4.6 Clarksville, TN 

Jarred McDougle, 6-0, 230, 4.6 Clinton, MS 

Roger McIntosh, 6-3, 210, 4.6 Gaffney, SC 

Jason Mitchell, 6-2, 215, 4.5 Abbeville, LA 

LeMarcus Rowell, 6-3, 200, 4.6 Opelika, AL 


Defensive Backs 

Jerome Carter, 6-1, 205, 4.5 Lake City, FL (Columbia) 

Ahmad Carroll, 6-0, 190, 4.4 Atlanta, GA (Douglass) 

Tenard Davis, 5-10, 185, 4.4 Miami, FL (Southridge) 

Greg Golden, 5-10, 180, 4.45 Ft. Lauderdale, FL (St. Thomas Acquinas) 
Reuben Houston, 6-1, 185, 4.45 Fayetteville, GA (Star's Mill) 
Larry Kendricks, 5-10, 185, 4.5 Haines City, FL 

Derron Johnson, 6-4, 200, 4.5 Melrose, TN (Melrose) 

Anthony Madison, 5-10, 175, 4.5 Thomasville, AL 

Reggie McFadden, 5-10, 170, 4.5 Columbus, GA (Shaw) 
Ronnie Prude, 6-0, 175, 4.4 Shreveport, LA (Fairpark) 

Gerard Ross, 6-2, 195, +4 Jacksonville, FL (Trinity Christian Academy) 
Javany Ward, 6-1, 200, 4.5 Miami, FL (Northwestern) 


List compiled by Jamie Newberg and Tom Culpepper of 
Borderwars.com. For daily updates, ranking changes and 
school-specific recruiting updates log onto the world wide web at 
Borderwars.com. 
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Record: 10-3 ne 

SEC: 8-1 a ia Ga 

Tuscaloosa: 4-1 © Pippi” ee pale” f 

Birmingham: 1-1 

Road: 4-0 

Neutral: 1-1 
Individual Offense Scoring (continued) 
Rushing ; FG-FGA TOTAL 
Player No. Net Gain Loss Avg. 1 6 
Alexander 11 302-1383 1481 98 46 19 38 Myles | 6 
Bohanon 12 74 342 35) 13. 46 2 47 Buchanan | 6 
Milons 12 15 178 178 O io 77 Grimes l 6 
McClintock 12 37. +57. +1570 4.2 j 37 Moorehead is : 
Watts 9 24. 49 +#«289 #40 20 0 iF "Safety 
Galloway }2 7 33 33 0 4.7 0 
McAddley 12 I > 8 0 2.00 2 Team : 
Carter Tl6 7S a) so 9 UofA Opponents 
Brown 12 3 6 6 0 2.0 0 5 TOTAL FIRST DOWNS 237 196 
Zow 1] 33 37 ~=685 122 -L.1 0 18 By Rushing 123 56 


1% 1 
Watts 9 83 47 5 498 56.6% 2 41 
Milons 12 + 3 0 81 73.0% 1 66 
Alexander ll l 0 0 0 0.0% 0 0 
Receiving 
Player 
Milons 12 65 733 11.3 2 39 
McAddley 12 24 334 13.9 3 66 
Alexander 1] 25 323 12.9 4 31 
Carter 11 29 280 97 3 52 
Jones ll 13 201 15.5 l 4+ 
Bowens 12 16 200 12:5 0 34 
Buchanan 11 9 18] 20.1 l 43 
McClintock 12 6 69 11.5 l 26 
Collins 12 5 25 5.0 0 8 
Bohanon 12 4 24 6.0 0 18 
Watts ) | 8 8.0 0 8 
Punting 


Milons 12 29 282 97 l 65 
Richard II 2 25 12.5 0 20 
Merritt 11 i] 6 6.0 0 6 
Rasheed 12 1 2 2.0 1 2 
Kickoff Returns 

Player G 


Milons 12 Ll 237 21,5 0 32 
Beard 1 + 122 30.5 0 35 
Alexander Ll 2 90 45.0 1 76 
Ray 12 2 29 14.5 0 17 
Richard ll | 18 18.0 0 18 
Bohanon 12 | 6 6.0 0 6 
Scoring 
XP-XPA FG-FGA 

Alexander 24 144 
Pilugner 21-25 14-20 63 
Kemp 11-11 4-5 23 
Milons 4 2 28 
Carter 3 18 
McAddley 3 18 
McClintock 2 12 
Bohanon 2 12 
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Avg. Gain Per Play 
NET YARDS RUSHING 
vg. Gain Per Game 


Avg. Gain Per Rush 
Yards Gained Rushing 


Yards Lost Rushing 


NET YARDS PASSING 2378 2664 
Avg. Gain Per Game 198.2 222.0 
Avg. Gain Per 5. 6.7 6.4 


Percentage 
Intercepte 


Ha 


PASSES INTERCEPTED BY 16 14 
Yards Returned 300 180 
Average Return 18.8 12.9 
PUNTING AVERAGE 40.3 40.0 
Number of Punts 56 68 
Yards Punte 2256 2723 
Had Blocked l ] 
KICKOFFS RETURNED 23 52 
Yards Returned 533 1167 
Average Return 23.2 22.4 
PUNTS RETURNED 32 21 
Yards Returned 315 97 
Average Return 9.8 4.6 
PENALTIES 92 65 
Yards Penalized 734 544 
Avg. Yards Per Game 61.2 453 
FUMBLES-LOST 19-8 19-10 
TOUCHDOWNS 42 29 
By Rushing 23 7 


By Passing 15 19 
Other + 3 


FIELD GOALS -ATTEMPTS 19-26 8-14 
EXTRA POINTS-ATTEMPTS 34-42 26-29 
By Kicking 32-36 23-26 
By Passing 2-5 2-2 
By Rushing 0-1 1-1 

By Defense 0 0 
SAFETIES 1 0 
TOTAL POINTS 344 230 
Avg. Points Per Game 28.7 19,2 
POSSESSION DOWNS 201 176 
Conversions 90 57 
Efficiency % 44.8 32.4 
TIME OF POSSESSION BY QUARTERS: 

First 104:48 75:12 
Second 102:38 47:22 
Third 97:18 82:42 
Fourth 102:49 77ll 
TOTAL 406:08 313:52 


Offense 


Defense 
STATISTICS "ean 


Individual Defense 


Primar Assist Total For Loss Yards 
TSpencer 49 15 64 4 19 
Rasheed 39 20 59 9 22 
Constant 29 26 55 9 29 
T. Dixon 40 13 53 2 2 
Myles 37 15 52 7 33 
Lewis 33 12 45 
Griffin 29 10 39 10 33 
Kin 22 14 36 13 43 
Merritt 24 ll 35 5 9 
Gilbert 28 5 33 7 36 
Smith 15 15 30 11 44 
Moorehead 23 6 29 15 84+ 
Grimes 17 8 25 8 36 
G. Dixon 20 4 24 1 l 
Bolden 17 6 23 1 l 
Ellis 15 3 18 3 17 
Ray 13 4 17 
J. Jones 13 3 16 
Walker 10 4 14+ 
Bailey 10 4 14 2 5 
Horne 5 4+ 9 am 11 
Johnson 4 5 9 3 21 
Knight 6 2 8 2 7 
White 5 2 7 3 13 
Whitmore + 1 5 2 9 
Brown + 0 4 
J. Carter 2 2 4 
McBride 3 0 3 
Beard 3 0 3 
Cox ) 0 3 
Weeks 2 1 3 
Watts 2 0 2 
Galloway 2 0 2 
Bearden Z 0 2 
Williams 1 ] 2 
Ledbetter 1 1 2 
Draper 1 1 2 1 c} 
Barnes 1 0 1 1 6 
Buchanan 1 0 l 
Weeks 1 0 l 
T. Jones i 0 1 
Pflugner i 0 1 
Buchanan 1 0 1 
Sanders 0 1 1 


FUMBLES CAUSED: Moorehead 3, Bolden 1, Constant 1, Lewis 1, 
Spencer 1, King 1, Rasheed 1, Griffin 1, T. Dixon 1] 


FUMBLES RECOVERED: King 2, Griffin 1, Johnson 1, Spencer 1, 
Rasheed 1, Brown 1, Gilbert 1, Bailey 1, Merritt 1 


PASSES BROKEN UP: Lewis 14, Bailey 5, Gilbert 5, 
T. Dixon 3, Constant 3, Griffin 3, Merritt 2, Spencer 2, J. Jones 2, 
Grimes 2, Rasheed 1, Myles 1, Bolden 1, Ellis 1 


QUARTERBACK PRESSURES: King 21, Moorehead 18, Smith 8, 
Grimes 7, Griffin 6, Johnson 5, Rasheed 3, Ellis 2, Gilbert 2, Constant 


1, T. Dixon 1, Horne 1, Knight l 
KICKS BLOCKED: Constant | (PAT), Rasheed 1 (punt) 


Final 1999 Alabama Football Results 


Date Opponent Site Score 

Sept. 4 Vanderbilt Nashville 28-17 

Sept. 1] Houston Birmingham 37-10 
Sept. 18 Louisiana Tech Birmingham 28-29 

Sept. 25 Arkansas Tuscaloosa 35-28 

Oct: 2 Florida Gainesville 40-39 (OT) 
Oct. 16 Ole Miss Oxford 30-24 

Oct. 23 Tennessee Tuscaloosa 7-21 

Oct. 30 Southern Miss (Homecoming) Tuscaloosa 35-14 

Nov. 6 LSU Tuscaloosa 23-17 

Nov. 13 __ Mississippi State Tuscaloosa 19-7 

Nov. 20 Auburn Auburn 28-17 

SEC Championship Game 

Dec. 4 Florida Atlanta 34-7 
Orange Bowl 

Jan. 1 Michigan Miami 34-35 (OT) 
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1999 SEC 
Football 
Standings 


“yrmal L eee 
ira ee TEAM 


FOOTBALL STATISTICS 


EASTERN DIVISION 


Conference Points 


Overall Points 


L L A 
*Florida 7 1 0 226 118 875 9 3 0 369 235 750 
Tennessee 5 2 0 227 116 714 9 2 0 348 163 818 
Georgia 5 3 0 198 204 .625 7 + 0 308 285 .636 
Kentucky 4 + 0 198 218 500 6 5 0 315 323 545 
Vanderbilt 2 6 ) 129 211 250 5 6 0 252 256 455 
South Carolina 0 8 0 63 216 .000 0 11 0 87 278 .000 
WESTERN DIVISION 
Conference Points Overall Points 

Team WwW L T For Opp Pct W L T For Opp Pct 
#Alabama 7 l 0 210 170 875 10 2 0 344 230 .833 
Mississippi State 6 2 0 156 121 .750 9 2 a) 238 149 818 
Arkansas + 4 0 198 196 500 7 + 0 326 208 .636 
Ole Miss + 4 0 235 176 500 7 + 0 296 203 .636 
Auburn 2 5 0 153 164 .286 5 6 ) 233 236 455 
LSU ] 7 0 135 218 125 3 8 0 223 259 273 


* - Eastern Division Champion 
# - Western Division Champion, SEC Champion 


SCORING OFFENSE 


Tennessee 1] +6 44 8 i 348 = 31.6 
Florida 12 44 38 21 O 369 = 30.8 
Arkansas 11 42 34 JZ 0 326 29.6 

13) + J 344 28.7 


Kentucky 11 39: 35 28.6 


| 
2 
yl 
Alabama 12 42 32 2 
1 
Georgia 1] 38. 36. 1 14 O 308 28.0 
0 
2 


SCl/SC/OCl[SC|/C/O/SC/O!|C/o/oO!|o 


Ole Miss 11 36. - 36 14 1 296 =26.9 
Vanderbilt 11 31 26 12 0O 252 22.9 
Miss. State 11 27 #18 O 18 2 238 21.6 
Auburn. 1 es: ane a | 10 O 227 +=20.6 
LSU 11 28 23 O 10 | 223) 20:3 
S. Carolina 11 8 5 0 10 2 87 7.9 


SCORING DEFENSE 
School G TD 4 


il 0 149 13.5 


Miss. State 11 7 121 


0 
Tennessee. 11 20 19 O 0 8 0 163 148 
Ole Miss ll 22) \48...1 @) 15. 6 197 17.9 
Arkansas 11 27 25 O 0 7 0 208 18.9 
Alabama 12" 29: 23° 3 0 9 0 230 19.2 
Florida tr." 29. 200 0 13 O 235 =—:19.6 
Auburn. WL ..26- 27. 2 0 13° 2 236 = 21.5 
Vanderbilt 11 30 28 O 0 i —, 256 = =23.3 
LSU AI] 32 29 0 0 12: 7 259 = 23.5 
S. Carolina 11 32. 3h 1 0 17 1 278 25.3 


Georgia li -36- 3r 0 0 12 1 285 25.9 
Kentucky ll 44 38 2 0 5 1 323 
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Tennessee. 1] 459 2104 4.6 30 191.3 
Ole Miss 11 439 2008 4.6 19 182.5 
Alabama 12 510 2170 4.3 23 180.8 


Florida 12 385 1729 4.5 17 144.1 
Arkansas ll 363 1491 4.1 16 135.5 
Vanderbilt ll 402 1270 3.2 15 115.5 
Miss. State ll 367 1129 3.1 13 102.6 
S. Carolina Ty 434 987 PM 4 89.7 
LSU 11 308 907 2.9 13 82.5 


Auburn. 1] 390 748 1.9 8 68.0 


RUSHING DEFENSE 


Rushes Yds Ayg 
Miss. State 1] 403 736 1.8 7 66.9 
Alabama 12 335 904 ZF 6 75.3 
Ole Miss 1] 369 846 2.3 10 76.9 
Florida 12 416 1099 26 15 91.6 
Tennessee. 1] 372 1023 28 3 93.0 
Arkansas 1] 392. 1109 28 1+ 100.8 


Georgia 11 355 1143. 3.2 14 103.9 


Auburn. 1] 358 1149 32 11 104.5 
Vanderbilt ll 430 1491 3.5 16 135.5 
S. Carolina 11 412 1608 3.9 13 146.2 
Kentucky 11 377. 1633) 443 25 148.5 
LSU 11 453 1683 3.7 18 153.0 


PASS OFFENSE TOTAL OFFENSE 


School 3 Att Cmp Int Pet Avg. T Rush Pass Plays Yards Avg/P TD 

Kentucky 11 468 304 13 65.03289 7.0 26 299.0 Georgia 1] 1786 2827839 4613 5.5 37 419.4 
Florida 12 438 237 20 54.13166 7.2 23 263.8 Florida 12 1729 3166823 4895 5.9 40 407.9 
Georgia 11 390 221 7 56.7 2827 7.2 18 257.0 Tennessee. 11] 2104 2364772 4468 5.8 42 406.2 
Arkansas 1] 371 204 13 55.0 2576 6.9 21 234.2 Alabama 12-2170 2369862 453953 38 378.2 
Auburn. 11 346 202 12 58.42493 7.2 19 226.6 Kentucky 11 830 3289836 411949 37 374.5 
Miss. State 11 351 184 14 52.4 2433 6913 221.2 Arkansas 11 1491 2576734 40675.5 37 369.7 
LSU 11 405 200 25 4942412 6.011 219.3 Ole Miss 1] 2008 2045717 4053 5.7 33 368.5 
Tennessee. 11 313 168 10 53.7 2364 7.6 12 214.9 Miss. State 11 1129 2433718 3562 5.0 26 323.8 
Vanderbilt 11 318 163 17  51.3.2222 7.012 202.0 Vanderbilt 11 1270 2222720 3492 4.8 27 317.5 
Alabama 12 352 197 14 56.0 2369 6.7 15 197.4 LSU Ll 907 2412713 3319 4.7 24+ 301.7 
Ole Miss ll 278 153 7 55.0 2045 7.4 14 185.9 Auburn. 1] 748 2493736 3241 4.4 27 294.6 
S. Carolina 11 277 116 16 41.91528 5.5 4138.9 S. Carolina 11 987 1528711 2515 3.5 8 228.6 


PASS EFFICIENCY 


Att 


TOTAL DEFENSE 


Yds Rush 


Pass 


Cmp Pet Int 


Plays 


Kentucky 11 468 304 .650 13 3289 26 136.8 Miss. State 11 736 1712734 2448 3.3 14 

Auburn. ll 346 202 584 12 2493 19 130.1] Alabama 12 904 2664749 3568 4.8 26 297.3 
Georgia 11 390 221 567 7 2827 #18 129.2. Tennessee. 11 1023 2289716 3312 4.6 18 301.1 
Ole Miss 1] 278. 153 .550 7 2045 14 128.4 Arkansas 11 1109 2218732 3327 4.5 26 302.5 
Arkansas 11 371 204 550 13 2576 21 125.0 §. Carolina 11 1608 1777667 3385 5.1 26 307.7 
Tennessee. 1] 313 168 537 10 2364 12 123.4 Vanderbilt 11 1491 1980706 3471 4.9 29 315.5 
Florida 12 438 237 541 20 3166 23 123.0 OleMiss 11 846 2733760 3579 4.7 22 325.4 
Alabama 12 352 197 560 14 2369 15 118.6 Florida 12 1099 2887876 3986 4.6 27 332.2 
Miss. State 1] 351 184 .524 14 2433 13 114.9 LSU 11 1683 2167801 3850 4.8 29 350.0 
Vanderbilt 11 318 163 513 17 2222 12 111.7 = Auburn. 1] 1149 2865801 401450 27 364.9 
LSU ll 405 200 494 25 2412 Il 96.0 Kentucky 11 1633 2478743 4111 5.5 42 373.7 
S. Carolina 11 277 +116 .419 16 1528 4 81.4 Georgia 1] 1143 3059764 4202 5.5 33 382.0 


i 


PASS DEFENSE 


KICKOFF RETURNS 


f AVE. School G Ret Yds. TD Ayg 
Miss. State 11331 172 15 52.0 1712 5.2 7 T558 -Raiediee {1 38 662 i 33:6 
S. Carolina 11 255 143 8 56.1 1777 7.0) 83. L6ds iva. ~——C CO” Ce: oe 
Vanderbilt 11276 1526 55.1 1980 7.2 13 180.0 Kentucky. sd Csi COS COS~=iS 
LSU ll 348 188 17 54.0 2167 6.2 11 197.0 Miss. State Tl 3] 719 0 23.2 
Arkansas 11 340 180 12 52.9 2218 6.5 12 201.6 Alabama 12 23 533 1 23.2 
Tennessee. 11 344 188 21 54.7 2289 6.7 15 208.1 Auburn. ll 36 781 ) 21.7 
Alabama 12 414 218 16 52.7 2664 64 20 222.0 Florida 12 38 805 1 21.2 
Kentucky 11 366 189 16 51.6 2478 68 17 225.3 LSU u 41 865 0 21.1 
Florida. 12 460 251 13 54.6 2887 6.3 12 240.6 Arkansas 133 Sd 20.5 
OleMiss_11_391 218 13 55.8 2733 7.0 12 248.5 Yanderbil H__33_@77 _* aoe 
Auburn. 11 443 251 18 56.7 2805 6.5 16 260.5 etn 1 - ee io 
Georgia 1] 409 224 20 54.8 3059 7.5 19 278.1 

PUNT RETURNS 


PASS DEFENSE EFFICIENCY 


Cmp 

Miss. State 11 BBL  L72: 15 52.0 1712. 7 93.3 Kentucky ll is 248 1 13.8 
LSU 11 348 188 17 54.0 2167 11 107.0 ‘Auburn. ll 20 220 0 11.0 
Florida 12 460 251 13 546 2887 12 110.2 5. Caroliua ll. 25. 255 0 10.2 
Arkansas 11 340 180 12 52.9 2218 12 112.3. Alabama iz. 32 - 315 1 08 
Tennessee 11 344 188 21 54.7 2289 15 112.7. Tennessee. I 44 405 I 9.2 
Aubum 11 443 251 18 56.7 2805 16 1148 Florida | 12 32 287 0 =990 
Alabama 12. 414 218 16 52.7 2604 20 114.9 Georgia UW as ze : aa 
Kentucky 11 366 189 16 51.6 2478 17 115.1 Ole Miss I)_ 29 246 5 

a = = = Miss, State 11 42 300 0 7.1 
Ole Miss. 11 391 218 13 55.8 2733 12 117.9 

- a0 4 20 = 19 D1 Vanderbilt 11 4] 289 1 7.0 
Georgia 11409224 20 54.8 3059 31 Tsu 90138 ao 
S. Carolina ll 255 143 8 56.1 1777 13 125.2 Arkansas IL 32 188 0 5.9 
Vanderbilt 11 276 152 6 55.1 1980 13 1265 
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PUNTING 
Punts Avg. 

Kentucky ll 49 41.0 13 53 1.1 39.9 
Tennessee. | i PE 4 42.6 28 159 28 398 
Alabama 12 56 403 20 98 18 38.5 
Auburn. Il 66 41.6 26 231 35) 38.1 
Florida 12 52 39.5 17 165 3.2 36.3 
Miss. State ll 68 38.4 27 165 24 36.0 
Vanderbilt ll 63 38.8 35 196 3.1 35.7 
Georgia ET « 56 38.3 24 147 26 35.7 
Ole Miss ll 58 37.2 28 132 23 549 
LSU ll 65 39.8 30 333. °5.1-. 34.7 
S. Carolina ll 74 39.0 40 367 5.0 34.0 
Arkansas ll 51 39.3 28 278 55 33.8 


FIELD GOALS 


School G Made Att Pet 
Ole Miss 11 14 16 875 
Florida 12 21 24 875 
Kentucky 11 14+ 17 .824 
LSU 11 10 13 169 
Vanderbilt 11 12 16 730 
Mississippi State 11 18 24 150 
Georgia IL 14+ 19 137 
Alabama 12 18 25 .720 
Arkansas Ll 12 18 .667 
Tennessee Ll] 8 12 .667 
South Carolina 11 10 18 556 
Auburn LI 10 19 526 
PAT KICKING 


Tennessee 11 44 45 978 
Auburn. LL 27 28 964 
Vanderbilt 11 26 2G .963 
Kentucky Ei 35 37 946 
Florida 12 38 4] .927 
LSU LL 23 25 .920 
Arkansas Li 34 37 919 


Miss. State 11 18 20 -900 
Alabama 12 32 36 .889 
S. Carolina 11 5 6 .833 


Int Tot Fum Int Tot Mar Per/G 


Georgia i) TO. .20'° 30° 15. 7 22 +8 0.73 
Arkansas a US a A ga 13. 20 +7 0.64 
Auburn. PL =O. Te 27 9 12) 21 +6 0.55 
Tennessee. ll 7 21 28 I4 10 24 +4 0.36 
Alabama 12 10 16 26 8 14 22 +4 0.33 
Kentucky LT 16. 16. Sh« 15. 13. 26: 437 0:27 
Ole Miss LI O° <5. 23. Ja ¥ 21 +2 0.18 
Miss. State ll 12 [5 2rT 14°14 28 -l 30,09 
S. Carolina Th TSG 23 ++Il 16 27 -4 -0.36 
Florida 1 13: I 26:12 20 32 -6 -0:50 
Vanderbilt I Tl -%% 17 _ 8 17 25-8 ~-0.73 


LSU Woe: oY. 26. 8 25". Bt. ~B 20:73 
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SACKS BY 


Florida 12 43 310 
Tennessee. 11 42 288 
Ole Miss 1] 37 238 
Alabama 12 37 261 
Miss. State 1] 34 229 
Auburn. 1] 31 172 
Georgia 11 31 234 
Vanderbilt 1] 31 220 
Arkansas 11 28 208 
Kentucky 1] 24 165 
S. Carolina 1] 20 162 
LSU 1] 19 138 


SACKS AGAINST 


Arkansas 1] 14+ 113 
Ole Miss 11 16 103 
Florida 12 18 167 
Alabama 12 21 137 
Georgia 1] 21 157 
Miss. State 1] 22 182 
Tennessee. ll 24 100 
LSU 11 25 146 
Vanderbilt ll 32 243 
Auburn. 1] 33 268 
S. Carolina L1 45 320 
Kentucky 11 53 376 
PENALTIES 

School G No Yds 

Auburn. 1] 58 465 
LSU 11 68 488 
South Carolina 11 70 570 
Vanderbilt 1] 76 598 
Arkansas 1] 81 6ll 
Ole Miss 11 77 620 
Georgia 1] 85 663 
Tennessee. 1] 89 704 
Alabama 12 92 734 
Florida 12 90 786 
Kentucky 11 101 817 
Mississippi State int 111 943 
OPPONENTS PENALTIES 

School G No Yds 

Florida 12 90 750 
Kentucky 11 96 734 
Mississippi State 11 94 731 
Vanderbilt ll 82 698 
LSU 11 86 668 
Georgia 1] 71 606 
Tennessee 11 78 594 
Arkansas 11 81 569 
Alabama 12 65 544 
South Carolina 11 64 523 
Ole Miss 11 67 522 
Auburn 11 69 505 


FIRST DOWNS 


Rush 


Pass 


FOURTH DOWN CONVERSIONS 


Florida 12 108 127 21 256 Mississippi State 1] 6 9 
Georgia 11 104 122 15 241 Florida 12 8 12 
Alabama 12 123 102 14 239 Alabama 12 9 14 
Kentucky 11 65 146 19 230 Tennessee 1] 10 17 
Tennessee, ll 98 104 17 219 Vanderbilt 1] 8 15 
Arkansas 11 77 110 14 201 Arkansas 74 9 19 
Ole Miss 11 102 80 13 195 Auburn 11 yi 15 
LSU 1] 60 116 19 195 Ole Miss 1] 6 13 
Vanderbilt 11 74 99 12 185 Kentucky _ 11 13 30 
Miss. State | 67 103 14 184 Georgia 1] 8 19 
Auburn 1] 64 109 8 181 LSU 11 8 19 
S. Carolina 11 73 61 12 146 South Carolina 1] 6 19 


OPPONENTS FIRST DOWNS 


Rush 


Mississippi State 1] 51 83 23 157 


Pass 


Vanderbilt 1] 88 73 9 170 
Tennessee. ll 62 96 20 178 
South Carolina 11 86 83 10 179 
Arkansas 11 80 86 21 187 
Alabama 12 56 122 18 196 
Ole Miss LL 68 119 1] 198 
LSU LI 93 99 12 204 
Georgia ll 69 125 18 212 
Kentucky 11 89 102 26 217 
Auburn Ll 76 132 12 220 
Florida 12 79 131 13 223 
THIRD DOWN CONVERSIONS 

chool G Cony Att Pct 
Alabama 12 81 187 43.3 
Tennessee. ll 63 156 40.4 
Georgia 11 65 164 39.6 
Arkansas 1] 57 147 38.8 
Ole Miss 11 57 148 38.5 
Auburn. 11 60 168 3547 
Florida 12 34 152 35:9 
Kentucky 1] 54 163 33,1 
Vanderbilt ll 51 154 33.1 
Mississippi State ll 52 162 32.1 
LSU 1] 39 146 26.7 
South Carolina 11 45 173 26.0 


OPPONENTS THIRD DOWN CONVERSIONS 


Mississippi State 1] 45 168 26.8 
a 1] 44 153 28.8 
South Carolina 1] 41 133 30.8 
Arkansas ll 52 162 32.1 
Florida 12 63 195 32.3 
Alabama 12 51 157 32.5 
Vanderbilt ll 53 162 32.7 
Georgia Ll 51 154 33.1 
Auburn ll 58 164 35.4 
Ole Miss 1] 62 166 37.3 
LSU 1 70 175 40.0 


OPPONENTS FOURTH DOWN CONVERSIONS 


Tennessee 1] 2 14 

Auburn 1] 8 19 

Alabama 12 8 19 

Arkansas 11 6 14 

Florida 12 12 26 

Kentucky 11 9 18 

South Carolina 11 5 10 : 
Mississippi State 1] 6 12 50.0 
Georgia 11 10 20 50.0 
Ole Miss 1] 1] 21 52.4 
Vanderbilt 11 6 1] 54.5 
LSU 11 8 14 57.1 


TIME OF POSSESSION 


Alabama 12 407:33 33:57 
Kentucky 11 355:00 32:16 
Georgia 11 343:21 31:12 
South Carolina 11 341:24 31:02 
Ole Miss L] 336:05 30:33 
Tennessee. 1] 335:14 30:28 
Vanderbilt 11 330:26 30:02 
Auburn. Ll 327:21 29:45 
Arkansas 1] 323:34 29:24 
Mississippi State 11 313:18 28:28 
Florida 12 336:03 28:00 
LSU Ll 297:29 27:02 
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2000 SOUTHEASTERN 
>, CONFERENCE SCHEDULES 


Sept. 2 at UCLA 

Sept.9 VANDERBILT (at Birmingham) 
Sept. 16 SOUTHERN MISS (at Birmingham) 
Sept. 23 at Arkansas 

Sept. 30 SOUTH CAROLINA 

Oct. 14 OLE MISS 

Oct. 21 at Tennessee 

Oct. 28 CENTRAL FLORIDA 

Nov. 4 at LSU 
Nov. 11 at Mississi 
Noy. 18 AUBURN 


i State 


Arkansas 


Sept. 2__ SW MISSOURI ST. (Little Rock) 


Sept. 16 BOISE STATE (Little Rock) 
Sept. 23 ALABAMA 


Sept. 30 GEORGIA 

Oct. 7 LOUISIANA-MONROE 
Oct. 14 at South Carolina 

Oct. 28 at Auburn 

Nov. 4+ OLE MISS 

Nov. 11 at Tennessee 

Nov. 18 _at Mississippi State 
Nov. 25 LSU (Little Rock) 


| 


Auburn 


Aug. 31 WYOMING 

Sept. 9 at Ole Miss 

Sept. 16 LSU 

Sept. 23. NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
Sept. 30 VANDERBILT 


Oct. 7__at Mississippi State 
Oct. 14 at Florida 


Oct. 21 LOUISIANA TECH 
Oct. 28 ARKANSAS 

Noy. Ll GEORGIA 

Nov. 18 at Alabama 


Florida 


Sept. 2 BALL STATE 

Sept.9 | MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE 
Sept. 16 at Tennessee 

Sept. 23 KENTUCKY 

Sept. 30_at Mississippi State 

Oct. 7 LSU 

Oct. 14 AUBURN 

Oct, 28 Georgia (at Jacksonville) 
Nov.4+ — at Vanderbilt 

Nov. ll SOUTH CAROLINA 
Nov. 18 at Florida State 


Georgia 


Sept.2 GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
Sept.9 at South Carolina 

Sept. 23 NEW MEXICO STATE 
Sept. 30 at Arkansas 

Oct. 7 TENNESSEE 

Oct. 14 VANDERBILT 

Oct. 21 at Kentucky 

Oct. 28 Florida (at Jacksonville) 
Nov. ll at Auburn 

Nov. 18 OLE MISS 

Nov. 25 GEORGIA TECH 


Kentucky 


Sept. 2 at Louisville 
Sept.9 SOUTH FLORIDA 
Sept. 16 INDIANA 


Sept 23 _at Florida 
Sept. 30 at Ole Miss 


Oct. 7 SOUTH CAROLINA 
Oct. 14 at LSU 

Oct. 21 GEORGIA 

Nov. 4 MISSISSIPPI STATE 
Noy. 11 VANDERBILT 

Nov. 18 at Tennessee 


LSU 


Sept.2_— WESTERN CAROLINA 
Sept. 9 HOUSTON 

Sept. 16 at Auburn 

Sept. 23 UAB 

Sept. 30 TENNESSEE 

Oct. 7 at Florida 

Oct. 14 KENTUCKY 

Oct. 21 | MISSISSIPPI STATE 
Nov.4 ALABAMA 

Nov. 11 at Ole Miss 

Nov. 25 at Arkansas (at Little Rock) 


Ole Miss 


Sept.2 TULANE 

Sept.9 AUBURN 

Sept. 16 at Vanderbilt 

Sept. 30 KENTUCKY 

Oct. 7 ARKANSAS STATE 
Oct. 14 at Alabama 

Oct. 28 UNLV 

Nov.4 — at Arkansas 

Nov. 11 LSU 

Nov. 18 at Georgia 

Noy. 23 MISSISSIPPI STATE 
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Mississippi State 


Sept. 2. at Memphis 
Sept. 14 at Brigham Youn 


Sept. 23_at South Carolina 


Sept. 30 FLORIDA 
AUBURN 


at LSU 

Oct. 28 MIDDLE TENNESSEE ST 
Nov. 4 _ at Kentucky 

Noy. 11 ALABAMA 

Nov. 18 ARKANSAS 

Nov. 23 at Ole Miss 


South Carolina 


Sept. 2. NEW MEXICO STATE 
Sept.9 GEORGIA 
Sept. 16 EASTERN MICHIGAN 


Sept. 23 MISSISSIPPI STATE 
Sept. 30_at Alabama 


Oct. 7 __at Kentucky 
Oct. 14 ARKANSAS 


Oct. 21 at Vanderbilt 
Oct. 28 TENNESSEE 
Nov. 11 at Florida 
Nov. 18 at Clemson 


| 


oe Pies) - 


Tennessee 


Sept. 2 _ SOUTHERN MISS 
Sept. 16 FLORIDA 

Sept. 23 LOUISIANA-MONROE 
Sept. 30 at LSU 


Oct. 7 _at Georgia 
Oct. 21 ALABAMA 


Oct. 28 at South Carolina 
Nov. + at Memphis 
Nov. 11 ARKANSAS 
Nov. 18 KENTUCKY 


Nov. 25 atVanderbilt .|FSF 

‘ 
Vanderbilt 
Sept. 2.— MIAMI OF OHIO 
Sept.9 at Alabama (at Birmingham) « 


Sept. 16 OLE MISS 

at Auburn 

at Wake Forest 

at Georgia 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Nov. + FLORIDA 

Nov. 1] at Kentucky 

Nov. 18 TENNESSEE 
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INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


a 2» 4 2 te . * 
“For a football program as extraordinary as Crimson Tide Football, 
you need a magazine that can match its excellence, ‘Bama Magazine.” 


P| - 


y B Magazine has been giving Alabama fans A subscription brings you 10 full-color magazines 


the inside story on all aspects of Crimson and 14 newsletters mailed first class. 


Tide Football since 1979. We don't stop with 
PLease Seno Me One Year (24 Issues) Q . : 
Readers get the facts and Or ‘BAMA For Onwy $35.00. football season, either. 


figures, but also get the 


_ for_____ subscriptions. Al a res Keep up with all Alelbanae 
sports, August through 
Payment Enclosed___ 


; Mastercard ss“ Visa__ May. Great gift idea, too! 
stars-to-be, coaches, and US ad, Bank Card# ______—CE*p. Date 


story behind the story. We 
profile the stars and the 


Don't wait! Become a 
subscriber and get on the 
inside track of Crimson 
Tide Football. Return the 


coupon or for immediate 


even the stars of yesteryear 
as we remember Alabama 
tradition. And for the best 
and most accurate 


recruiting information, service, just call toll-free 


1-800-713-2261. 


nothing compares. 


‘ 


® Over 7000 
informative statistics 

® More than 1300 
player profiles 


@ The LinelP 


In the palm 
of your @ LB complete team 


schedules 


hand! 
Ar THE TOUCH OF A BUTTON, SEE... 


® 2000 Froorsatt rosTer OF THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA® 
® 2000 FoorBALt ROSTER OF EACH OPPONENT 
& 2000 FoorsaLt ROSTER OF EVERY SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE TEAM 


POSITION, HEIGHT/WEIGHT, YEAR, HOMETOWN AND BirTH DATE OF 
Aut 2000 ALABAMA® anp OpposiNG PLayers - Every 2000 PLAYER IN THE S.E.C. 


THE 2000 FooTBALL SCHEDULES OF 
THe UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA® - EACH OF ITS OPPONENTS - EVERY TEAM IN THE S.E.C. 


The Lineup” © Personal Reservation Form 


TO ORDER TOLL FREE CALL | ® 
1-877-250-7050 A Order early to 


| e eo ° / 
Mon-Fri 8-SPM CST =z ensure availability: | 


yourname (as it appears on credit card ) 


WOOSHVAA TIVE.LOOA ACLL NOSWIHD 3HL AGISNI ‘YAS. O0DZ 


address (as it appears on credit card ) 


yt - > ml ala al ‘ wet . 
er ee Pe THE PERFECT GIFT FOR 
city / state / zip circle number of units ordered : mA ‘ 
. a = ANY AMA FAN 
payment method [_|Check [-]VISA [ |MasterCard [ | Discover [_]AmExpress 
; ony $YQIS 50 
Plus Tax 
charge card number expiration date o Shippin & 
andling , 
signature of cardholder required daytime phone ae 


LIMITED QUANTITIES | 


Unit Price $ 29.95 ea Molticle Lotte’ ryote . : 

Sales Tax” 2.00 ca ee AVAILABLE 

oe | hep Stns $640 

Shipping 3.20 ea* 4 units $6 40 

Total Price $ 36.65 Gunite $9.60 Player data not available until 8/16/00. 


The Lineup will begin shipping 8/20/00. 
Matt, or Fax Orvers To: 1-205-250-7057 Early orders receive priority shipping. 


f ; R 


Learn more about this sports information powerhouse by visiting our website@ http://www.The-Lineup.com 


